Global Pathways Academy
Basketball Participation & Eligibility Handbook
Including The Global Pathways Six

Global Pathways Academy (GPA) is a residential, college-preparatory academy in Youngstown, Ohio that blends academic readiness, personal development, and athletic excellence. This handbook outlines the expectations, eligibility requirements, conduct standards, and responsibilities for all student-athletes representing Global Pathways Academy in basketball.

THE GLOBAL PATHWAYS SIX
Core Values for All GPA Student-Athletes
These six principles define what it means to be part of GPA’s academic and athletic community:

1) Responsibility
· Be on time for all classes, practices, meetings, meals, and study halls.
· Come prepared—materials, uniforms, mindset, effort.
· No excuses; own your choices and actions.
· Do what is right, even without supervision.
· Be accountable for academics, athletics, and residential life.

2) Communication
· No gossip, rumors, or behind-the-scenes negativity.
· Communicate directly with coaches, advisors, and staff.
· Bring concerns during office hours or scheduled times.
· Respond to messages promptly.
· Keep coaches/staff updated on injuries, academics, and issues.

3) Respect
· Respect teammates, coaches, opponents, officials, and staff.
· Respect your living space, classroom environment, and shared facilities.
· Respect boundaries—physical, emotional, and digital.
· Trust is earned; always ask permission.
· Represent GPA respectfully in the community.

4) Great Teammate
· Represent the academy positively at all times.
· Care for your mental and physical well-being.
· Hold yourself and teammates accountable.
· Show honesty, loyalty, and dependability.
· Lead by example.

5) Work
· Give 100% effort into everything—academics, athletics, chores, workshops, and conditioning.
· Push yourself and challenge others to grow.
· Be committed, focused, and disciplined.
· STUDENT > Athlete—academics always come first.
· Finish what you start.

6) Attitude
· Stay positive—even during adversity.
· Be resilient and bounce back from setbacks.
· Be coachable and open to improvement.
· Keep an open mind and embrace feedback.
· Enjoy the process—have fun and grow daily.

Enrollment & Age Eligibility
· Must be full-time enrolled at GPA.
· Must be under 20 years old as of August 1 for high school competitions.
· PG students may participate in showcases, academy, or independent schedules but not high school leagues.
· Transfer students must provide transcripts and athletic releases.

Academic Standards
· Must maintain a 2.3 GPA minimum (NCAA sliding scale reference).
· Must be passing all core subjects.
· Weekly grade checks determine eligibility.
· Falling below standards results in:
· Academic probation
· Mandatory study hall
· Loss of game eligibility
· Continuous academic failure may result in team removal.

Attendance Requirements
· Must attend at least half the school day to practice or compete.
· Five unexcused absences in a grading period = athletic suspension.
· Excessive tardiness impacts playing time and privileges.



Conduct & Character Standards
Global Pathways athletes represent the academy on and off campus:
· Zero tolerance: drugs, alcohol, tobacco, vaping, weapons.
· Unsportsmanlike conduct → immediate suspension.
· Fighting → suspension and disciplinary review.
· Social media must reflect positivity, maturity, and respect.
· Disrespect of staff, teammates, or community partners is not tolerated.

Health, Safety & Physical Requirements
· Must have a current athletic physical (within 12 months).
· Complete concussion, CPR, and safety education.
· Must have health insurance or be enrolled in an Academy health plan.
· Follow injury reporting and return-to-play procedures.
· All injuries must be reported to:
· The Athletic Trainer
· Medical Director
· Coaches

Tryouts & Team Placement
· Tryouts are mandatory unless excused for medical reasons.
· All clearance forms must be submitted before participation:
· Physical
· Parent/guardian consent
· Code of Conduct
· Academic eligibility release
· Team placement is based on skill, attitude, work ethics, and academics.

Boarding & Lifestyle Expectations
· Follow curfew and room check rules.
· No unauthorized visitors in dorms (Rising Star Housing).
· Rooms must remain clean and respectful.
· Violations can impact eligibility or team standing.

College Prep & Recruiting Compliance
· Athletes must register with the NCAA Eligibility Center by Grade 11.
· Must meet the NCAA’s 16-core course requirements.
· Amateurism must be protected—no payments or gifts.
· Coaches may guide but cannot act as agents.
· GPA’s Academic Advisor and CEO support all recruiting activities.


Travel, Equipment & Appearance
· Athletes travel with the team unless excused.
· Wear official GPA uniforms for games, travel, and events.
· Jewelry is not permitted during play.
· Players are responsible for school-issued gear and must return it.

Discipline & Consequences
Discipline follows both The Global Pathways Six and athletic expectations:
· Missed class → benching or increased study hall.
· Academic probation → game suspension.
· Poor attitude or disrespect → suspension or removal.
· Drug/alcohol/tobacco violations → immediate suspension and review.
· Repeated rule violations → removal from team and/or program.

Mental Health Standards
· Every student receives 1 Mental Health Chip per semester.
· Cannot be used 1–2 days before major competitions or trips.
· Only one student may use a chip on a given day.
· No questioning or shaming students who use a chip.

Program Goals
· Prepare student athletes for college-level competitions and academics.
· Build leaders with character, integrity, and global awareness.
· Support international students through cultural and academic transition.
· Provide structure, discipline, and a safe community for all participants.

Code of Conduct Agreement
I have read and understand the Global Pathways Academy Basketball Participation & Eligibility Handbook, including The Global Pathways Six. I agree to uphold the academic, athletic, and behavioral standards outlined in this document.

Student-Athlete Name: ___________________________________Date: _________
Student-Athlete Signature: _______________________________ Date: _________

Parent/Guardian Name: __________________________________Date: _________
Parent/Guardian Signature: ______________________________ Date: _________

Coach/Athletic Director Signature: _________________________Date: _________

