The LIFE 
Week 13, Devotion 1

Remember from our lesson this week that being Gospel-centered means that we focus on the fact that, in His mercy, God “made us alive together with Christ” (Eph. 2:5). What would it look like to live this way? King David, known as a man after God’s own heart, spent much of his life pursuing this type of living – even before the name of Christ was made known. 

Read Psalm 27:1-5.

· What difficulties does it sound like David was facing in this passage?

· With all of this going on around him, what was David most focused on?

· How does this reflect a Gospel-centered heart?

Being Gospel-centered is more than just saying the right things. It means that even when life gets unbearably difficult, we are able to exalt the name of God. We trust Him even when we are fearful. We love Him even when we feel hated. 
Make this verse your prayer as you seek to develop a Gospel-centered heart that is able to praise the Lord even when there are unpleasant distractions:
“One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple.” – Psalm 27:4

Week 13, Devotion 2

Read over these lyrics from “Power to Redeem” by Lauren Daigle (How Can it Be, Centricity Music, 2015). If you are able, search the song and listen to it as you read along. 

No guilt competes
With innocence crucified.
No grave can hold what your grace has justified.
With breath that brings the dead to life,
With words that pierce the dark with light
Only by the blood are we set free.
With mercy strong to carry shame
And nail it to a tree You alone
Hold the power to redeem.

Now, go back and read Ephesians 2:4-9 one more time this week. 

· What phrases in this song echo the truths found in the Ephesians passage? 
· How would you sum up these song lyrics in your own words to express the Gospel to someone? Write it out in a journal or note-taking app. 

Week 13, Devotion 3

Take a few minutes to walk outside. Look around and observe your surroundings. See if you can find some plants or trees that are alive. How about any that are dead? Depending on your location and the time of year, it may be very obvious – or you may have to look carefully at cracks in the sidewalk!

If you were to describe the characteristics of a dead plant, what would you say?

How about a plant that is alive and healthy?

We have reflected a lot this week on the fact that we are made alive with Christ at salvation. The difference between a living plant and a dead plant can be very obvious, but sometimes with people the differences are more subtle, hidden deep within the individual. 

Think about this . . . 
· Can you think of some differences between people who are alive in Christ and those who are dead in sin? (Remember, it may be below the surface.) How would you describe someone dead in sin?

· How about someone alive in Christ? Recall some descriptors from your small group this week.
As you pray, ask God to help you see others the way He sees them – to see the needs deep within. Thank Him for His life-giving grace!

