The LIFE 
Week 10, Devotion 1

“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet. You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. - Matthew 5:13-16

Have you ever been to a Mexican restaurant before and when they put the chips and salsa on the table the salsa just tasted a little bland? The first thing that you do is reach over, grab the saltshaker, and add a little salt to your chips. 

Salt is used to modify or add to the flavor of a food, and God is calling us to be the salt of the earth in this passage. What’s interesting about salt though is that not only does it modify a flavor when present, but also it leaves you wanting even more!

Read verse 13 again, and pay close attention to the middle of the verse. When salt loses its flavor, how will its flavor be restored?

As Christ-followers, we are called to live life in a different manner than those around us. When people interact with a believer, there should be a strange occurrence in which people don’t quite know what’s different, but they want to know more. That salty flavor comes from our relationship with Christ. By spending time in God’s Word and going to Him in prayer, we are essentially pouring that spiritual saltshaker onto our lives. 

Think about this . . .
· What is God teaching me right now that allows me to be different and that glorifies Him?

· How is my day better when I spend time reading God’s Word and praying?

· What is one way I am going to spread the “salt and light” of Christ into conversation with friends today?

Week 10, Devotion 2

Go into your kitchen (or when you are in your lunchroom today) and grab a packet of salt or a saltshaker. Pour a little bit of salt into your hand. Once you have that little bit of salt in your hand, turn your hand over and watch as the salt falls to the ground. Now, use water to wet your hand or lick your hand and try the same thing. Notice that when you dump the salt the second time a lot more sticks to your hand.
Salt is effective on its own, but it sticks even more to a surface that has been primed for its impact. If you are a believer, God is working in the lives of those around you, and He will use you as His tool to spread His good news.
God calls us to be the salt of the earth, and sometimes we don’t believe that God can use us. But we must believe that like the water in your hand, God has primed those around us to hear His news.

What people are God calling you toward to be the salt in their lives? Don’t miss out on the chance to experience God using you as salt in this world!
Week 10, Devotion 3

Take a moment and read this quote:
“A star does not compete with other stars around it; it just shines.” – Matshona Dhliwayo

So often we try to compete with those around us to stand out and be unique. Competition with others often highlights ourselves, not God. Who gave stars the ability to shine? God! And who gave you the ability to be the unique person that you are? God!

When looking to stand out today, try not to compete with others around you. Instead, try to use your opportunities to shine as a highlight to the One who gave you your shine!

