The LIFE
Week 4, Devotion 1

“For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world and loses or forfeits himself?” – Luke 9:25
Time. Do you ever feel like you do not have enough of it to get everything done in a day? Have you ever wished the weekends were longer, you had more hours to sleep at night, or you could have a few extra hours to study before a big exam? Ever wonder how some people seem to accomplish great tasks and overcome crazy challenges while others never seem to finish anything? The truth is that we all get exactly 24 hours each day. The difference lies in how we use it.
Read Luke 9:23-25 with the idea of time in mind.  

Jesus was speaking to a group of followers here. This message is not just for the overachievers or super saints.  This is Jesus’ command to all Christians.

We can work hard at lots of things and achieve many goals. Jesus discusses gaining the whole world. Success in the eyes of the world might be found in power, money, pleasure, and leisure – basically anything that makes you happy. But, if it is in gaining these things that you lose yourself, your efforts will be in vain. Basically Jesus is saying that if you become so consumed with material gain and/or selfish consumption that you lose sight of God, you have missed the whole point of living out your time on earth.
Take a moment to evaluate your own life. Some things to think about . . .
· What are you working hard to obtain right now?
· At the end of your life, how much will these things matter?

Week 4, Devotion 2

Be on the lookout for crosses today. You might see a cross worn as a piece of jewelry, as artwork hanging on the wall, or on the steeple of a church. Let the cross serve as a visual reminder to you to “take up your cross” and follow Jesus. Each time you see one, consider what it means for you to deny yourself and take up your cross. What does that look like for you today?
Week 4, Devotion 3

“For the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” – 1 Corinthians 1:18
The cross is both a beautiful picture of God’s mercy toward sinners and a horrific place of suffering and shame for Jesus. Today, spend some time reflecting on the cross – the beauty and the sacrifice.

As you reflect, take some time to write down your thoughts. What comes to mind? How does that make you feel? For what does it make you thankful? Does it make you happy or sad? Or both? Why? Jot your thoughts down somewhere.

