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A Richmond couple revives a gem on “the handsomest boulevard
south of Washington." By NEELY BARNWELL DYKSHORN
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Jandee Hall Muckolls and Steve Nuckolls had high expectations when
they first visived 1815 Monument Ave. in the carly 1990s, After all, here
my bocation two doors up from the

was a starely brick bome with a ;'-|l.|:|'
Lee monwment. The house was not just on the best street in Richmond,
bur alss on one af it mest historic blocks. A century earlier, in 1890, the
Lee monumen's dedication had kicked off the development of a glorious
al urban models in Boston and Baltimore

BEW avenue Lo riv
It ook mare than 20 years—and one depression—Ilor Monument
Avenne to deliver on its expectations, as block alter block of grand
houses came to be built. It is every bit as marvelous teday, and rarely
dowes a vigitor come throuch Bichmond withonr being mreated 1o a drive
up and down the cobblestone avenuee, much like the e ch
Ellen Glasgow®s 1916 novel Lif and Gabriella, with her broaher

crer of

<lawr as
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and preen stull, Well, vouw just walt ol vou see Monument Avenue. [1s
the handsomest boulevard souch of Washingron ... . Look at thar bouwse
novw, Chat's one of the finesr in the clry |:|;..\,|-i||A|:.|-| built it—=he made
his money in fertilizer, and the
one next with the green riles
belongs vo Hanly, the tobaces
TTRIAL |-|_'|||""|-._ L] I:ll-\.'u._ .|';|:?. '_!;,i'h

whopper on the nest square s
where Alberrson Hves, He made
his pile out of rallmad svocks.”
The house char intrigued
bir. amd Mrs. Muckolls was
designed by Richmond
archiveet Claude Howell
for real estate buginessman
Herbert Funsten, and buile in
the Allen parcel stretching from
Lombardy to Allison Soreet, It

wias the first part of Monument
Avenue to be developed. “The
house |1-|:'|§'l-|"|.‘| to sef the stylistic direction of the avernue,™ 52 ¥4 Richard
Lill'!.' 1."|'I|'\-I'l.'|_ co-author of Richmond's Monumen! Avmue and an architectural
|'|:-I-.'-r1_.' Frl'\'|:"\1'\--\.'.' at the University of V IFEinAa |_r!| wrikes o him for the

Glasgoow quote, above). “It is red brick and white trim, and s what we
might call Colonial Revival.” He adds, “[1r] shows still a certain trace
of what | say 15 a Victorlan sensibilivy=—to show off wealth, pretention,
prosperity, ™

Howewver, what the couple actually saw, after walking through the
dioor, had licle sensibilicy ar all. The bouse was a lormer doctor's office—
and had operated as such for W years. The formal entrance hall was filled
with a huge Formica desk and glass divider. “It was just as andful as vou
can Imagine,™ recills Janice Muckolls.

*Ther: was a Payment I'.~\.|*1'.".a.'-| When Services Are Rendered”
slgm,™ Steve remembers. YWhat had been the back garden in an earlier
Incarmation was a blacktop 12-space parking lot.

Seill, vhe pair decided to take it on: They had restored one F
and served on almost every neighborhood civic organization, bur the
.|'I|H.'J| af living on Manoment eclipsed all else, =We literally would walk
up and dinwn the streets and write down house numbers—rhis was back
in the day when everyihing wasn't online, so we would go to city Tall
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called us back and said he was retiring.™

Steve, o Bank of America em ;"\-ll'l'.l_-q,'_ and anlce, his interior giq_"igﬂqr
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=perfecthy lovely™ house on Grove Avenue, saya Janbce. Then the couple
invited zll thelr [riends over [or the Easver parace, asking them, she says,
=il we should have our heads examined.™

The answer, it terns our, (5 mo. In the 15 years since they bought

the

1 |anlce Hall Muckolls kave creaved a fantastic home
I'hsere is .'Il"!'l"l:\.; EXPECTE 1 o abavishhly |'\._'ri.||_| abaut it. What thev
have created wic

pac &, e

in the historie home s @ showease for their talenis,
personallty and Aaie. In the dining room, a glass chandelier in the shape
o salbls above the table that Janmice lovingly refurbished. and in the

of a sl

Fusic Foom Steve’s antigque musical instruments hang on three walls,
Hoar vo ceilinge






Janizs Hall Nuckolls customized
thoeomarald-green faus bois kitohen
cabineots;whe found the demi-lone
cabinst and painted the rest of the
kitehon island to mateh Ei.
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Steve's colleotion of antigwe and eurrent
muasionl instruments hangs floor-to-celling
on thres wnlls ol whnt was the libeary. Lot

the couple with their bengle, Stunrt.
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