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BATTLE READ

We interrupt Christian Bale’s day with a few probing
questions - and live to tell the tale




MAN ON

Christian Bale’s focus has fast made him an action hero for our times. ShortList's
Tiffany Rose spends an intense half hour with the most driven man in Hollywood




Feiri'S P b kadn. Chrrdinn Bale was
barn b act. With a knack for adopting
oltfeer acoents at the Mip of 2 sweich,
the 35-yoar-cld ackor is quite the
chamedaon for monphing info ey
character ha 2603 P mand ko, Ho kAl
E3ib to play anemaciaied nsomniac

n The Machires?: he bullsed up for The Dark Knght: and

itwasnl sl a tarmeng bed that heiped him embody

a pEychopathic yuppe in Amarican Pycha.

Mot content 1o ket 5 sLamemar pass withoul &
leading-man g, Bala's now ipokng up for Termenaler
Saivabion Setin post-apocalyptic 2008, he plays John
Cennce, the man fated to load the buman resistance
agaaresk Skoymet and its anmry of Terminators.

For aur intenview, the modest Bale & surprisngsy
irvial and chatty. opting to keep his intense hol-bicoded
persona strictly for his cinematic performances -
TPach 10 Cadf Pisked,

'What made you decice o talos on the Terminsdor
role? it's quite a differeet film lor you_

Wl | resally liloed the originall Terminator and i led
thel) So0nd one 3 great deal 10, but | e e the
thard gne, which | Thought wiad very apsaly. 5o waid
o to taling on the role 2t first and | imemedately
fohd MG [the director): “Well there isn't raally

By point”

S what swayed you into Laking ever the nole of
John Cornor?

WG flew b England where | was shoobing [ The Dark
Hrngtl]. and vee met for hadl an hour, He s probatsly
o) ek Ders it 1oB"S i’ B i b lifie! Whe
dcissed his chens and | blaed the roben of the and

ISS

of risbirth of ths mythology and the $tory of the tarth
of Ciannas 4 The Retstance eater, selan s bme the
okher movies had ot been set. It wasn't the same
Sl o RrBCK BOoUS of The villen constantly pursuing
thi reghlrsng of 30mMadna wha i urtioppable

| appeeciated ety whal he was strieng for but
waan'L on Lhe page.

W' Tl yodn it MGG in your kecal pub.

Well, k' changed tha Slory ko b ina pub, | actually
it want {0 get drunk at the Tirs S0 we ek insoms
sort of Hare Krshas caléd | don't knos oy b rmace £
o apub. but that's his prerogative.

What was MeQ's visson for the film?

MO ganly Chcl e w1 ngsrvvent the g tialogy, but

e B0 wianled 10 rerment nimseit. He had 2 stroeng
dasing 10 make a very different movie fnem anything that
ad bearn Sone Belore — | think fo prove that to himse
and to obhers, P has 3 kot of Ight inhim. | mean,

aguy who knaps on caling himself Mel meat have
alat of fight in him, you lnow?

“Regardless of who I work with, I maintain

M aikied you to read acoliphe of books in
preparation bor this role, One was The Rosd

by Cormac McCarthy and the obher was

Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep? by Philip
. Dic. Whart did this bring to your character?
Wl | ratvsr raaed D Ancvioeati Dveaens of Elbc e Sheag:
| jpees il lniem | ik, Thee Rioad s jusst Eantastic. | read
it in one night up in & log calinin Wconsin when

| s rmaant o be working on somae other progect
A ot caléd off for the might. 'S one of the best
b Ml il Ml B i Ehd &rviraiement it
wrd et wondierful, Wiha die it Bring? | don’L know,
Hopedully scmething. but | can't put my Sngeron it

Harve you talloed to Amie abowt the movie?

| Esarapied] Wy VYY1 @ T DA B i e Kt DL
It litthe bel. AL Ehal i, ha Ruade'] 2een i Tha
procucers have a relationship with ham. though,
We chalbed Briefly about what we were up o with
e rierer onee and he was curicus about it And
rightly S0, thes. i Pes thing [ Eaugfs]. Wiho ths hell are
Wi Wina Ehe holl dowe think we are?

[ b v o sy aschlce?

Mo, bt he was very excitied with a healtiy amount
of scepliciomn, Liue: Wit ane you deing? Aneyou
gt right thing 7™

‘When you play a dark character, do you feel that
sometimes you can becomas too much of that
character yourself?

ol really, becaise | &m shill abke 10 recognise the
ricdculouness of it all and it ghees mo the sbily just

o shep away from it, but also tnay engay it and embrace
it while I'miin it

ION

Doyt i o prdaion makes you a better actor?
Yieah, you are naturally going 1o gve more o anyihing
VOU Se PAsSonate Aboul

So s acting a passion or a job for yeu?

Well, hopefully it's 2 passion; unforunately somatimes
it e & job o yoiu Ane mel working with people whia
S yOur passon. But for e, regardiess of who lend
up working with, ewen of | feal thay don't have passion
about the project. | will martain it for mysell becouss

| ey’ wearil i was e oy time, Every time you sign
oniosomething s s mgmm Sotor me, it
abaokutely 3 passon. Jus] sormetirmes youcan soe that
s ned goang to come good. And B thede rmesments you
nesed to decsde; "0, what am | gong to do? Dol sit back
andinot bothar? | just can't go that. For m, | g in e
andrecognise the limits of what | can change, but try to
chuangs whadewer | can

1 besing famaones 3 dowmnskde to your job?

Thee rrsane e you do, th less abdity you have to

jurst b that character. it doesn’t matter how prvabe

B PETSON ol SN yOU Socumulabs somie St of
baggage. Sothat™s a dewrside to Lama. With Sam
‘Wiprthinghon, | haed apgrovadl onir wiha wiukd ply s node.
Thesre were ks of nosmes ossn fart e e nowes wos rul



CHRISTIAN BALE

uriknown, then they are juest the character, that'sit,

you don 'L Dee anything elos. Bul the calch-22 isif

you don't have that recognition, then you don’t get
mowies made. Mobody will stick money inflo the mavie
And that’s whal | was fighting throughout iy career.
Direcions would Sy they warled e for somerang.
i Uhe Tnancesrs woulkd Sy, Mo way 0 he going to
B b oa? rrecenil T | T Eherss movies much dacesy

Lat’s talk about the weapaons training. Did you use
v aermamvanition o Blanks?

Wiz haad & rdlibary Bahvisor vl Wiars On St avary singln
ey, b, | wis amazed 3t how miuch they trusted

ol with v ammuniticn! After training., we: putl it into
practice by all of us stancing in argw breaking into doors
using live ammunition. So, there's me behind thern and
I'rrn ke~ |'rn s dn o @ Bheey're Rapgy fof ime
15 s v rownd ST 1E wiad fantashe. Dbioiusly 66 281,
yeon e | rik vy Thingg Bl that and even with the Blanks
Fere i A dEbancs pou must mainktain from e bl
There have been appaling tragedies thal Fure happemed
on mdeie sets, evenwith blanks.

Do youi treat your body &8 & Wemple of & toel? Deyou
et et warmings fredm your doctor?
| pust don’t ask himd | supposa of tha bwo, 3 tool. it's

“It's not a physical thing when you're doing any
transformation. It's all about the mental”

to gak made now that | have a certain amount of
recagridion with rmy work:

You're an intense actor. How do you payche

yourself up to play your characters emotions

each day?

It depends onthe day. You krow, sometimes. you
[weamt] bo pet yourss poing. and olher times you

dan't reed that. I'm very awane of what mocd N in.
Sormoelirs youre st hanging out and shooting the
sh*t bilorehand, and bang. youpust go and do it Other
bemars. you'va got bo fake yoursail sway a Bitle bit,
Epcause youa know thengs anen 't goeng o happen on that
day, N navar had any ore hard, fast rule or technigue

Déd you perform many of your own stunis in this film?
1 onew the stunt co-ordinator, Tom [Struthers], very

woll. He worked on Badrman Begins and The Dark Knighd.

Hg knows | candea reasonable amount and | Bke (o
dathat. But, ook, fit's getting hurked 1001 scross

st a behed | canda it and Mrinod going 1o be affected
by it. It's & great descipline which | think helps with the
rretenital ciscipline. It really i a rrental thing-its not a

abrraical ERirg whan youre doereg arry bransformahon
ISl ot Che ment sl

What happened to your finger [his index finger is all
bandaged up]?
| ehapped it off on amotarcycle, For fun, of course

Trrninstor Salfvation s ot Cirermu aatiomeide Trom 3 June

GET MORE BALE NOW
' AT SHORTLIST.COM

The key influences on
Terminator Salvation
Apparently, it wasn just Arnie_

| The: Foad |

Cormac MeCarthy's Siunmng.
el bleak novel aboul a lather
20 SOHT S P TIOUS POy
through & post-apocalyplic
Arrrercn was & mupor influence
ot e Bome ol Terminador
Sahvation. Director McG

g cophes of MeCartiny's
marsterpeecs to each of his cast
members, in the hope that they would belber
understand the edstential detachment Telt
when trudgng through a ravaged wastetand
with only a shopping trolley for compam.

Wha'd harve though that

a kics" filrm < tanming Dick van
Db wesshl €907 SRV &5 AN
infMsence on a dystopan sciil
blockiustor? But that's mactly
what happened in the case of

the Harnvester, which captures

hiumanes by plucking therm from the ground
using a giant metal hand befone tossing them
infip an internal hokding pen. The concepl of
thie Harvester wirs partly inspined by the Child
Caleher fram Chitly Chitly Bang Bang. Fact
R Child Catrhar is far more berrifying than
army umber of Terminators.

Do Anedrosds Dream Of
Blectric Sheep?
Philip K Dick's sci-fi noved,

witeich s th SounoE matasnial

fior th 1982 fim Blage Runnes,

features androkds that ane |
wirbually indistinguishabile from
hurnares. As with The Road, MeG

gave copie of Dhek's book o
Christian Bale and other cast rembers. One

of the rain charachiers in Tanminator Savation s
Marcues Wright { played by Australian sclor Sam
Warthinglon. who is hotly tipped ko join the A-lst
thies. i), @ Resstance sokiier who (spolier aletf)
ks he's himan but B discovarad to bo an
especialy powarful medel of Terminator cyborg.

Alfonso Cuardn's cult 2006
sci-fi movie, which 5 st
i3 workd wihene the human
race ineoplicably becomes
infiertile, was uppermost in
McG's mind when filming
Tevrmanalor Sahvation. “Ths &
dferent bocalse thefrst e SRS |
Termninalors were present day.”

et 5. ~This is post-Judgment Day. So it is
indeed a whole now dea. | wanbed it bo have that
Children Of Men cautionary component of *this
s wihat could happen'’. The whole movic i
desgned to be a thiny velled cautionary tale

o [how]. i we dor't got cur act together, this is

——



