Journalist Tiffany
Rose has spent 10
years living in Los
Angeles, where she
interviews celebrities
for British
publications and TV.
She is a regularly contributor to Grazia,
The Independent, You Magazine,
Hotdog, New Woman and Red.
Tiffany’s interviews have ranged from
the legendary greats — Michael Caine,
Robert Redford and Michael Douglas -
to today's stars — John Travolta, Mel
Gibson, Julia Roberts, Britney Spears,
Jennifer Aniston, Will Smith, Brad Pitt,
Angelina Jolie, Robbie Williams. Oh,
and Jennifer Lopez...
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< self-ohsessed. "It was the first moment in
my lifie whene | was totally selfless. It was no
longer about me. And anything 1 had ever
gone through in terms of life experiences
just became insignificant.”

Indeed, the very mention of Lily-Rose
offers a similar eulogy. “The arrival of my
daughter has influenced my life to the
utmaost level. Its put me in a place whene
I can handle anything, Any fears that | had
before have been washed away”™ The
enthusiastic father-to-be witnessed the birth
of his daughter, and cut the umbilical cord,
at the American Hospital in Paris. Joining
the ranks of fatherthood has evidently
transformed his volatile pereona into a more
relaed person. While just a few years ago
marmiage was a dirty word in Depp's vocabu-
larly, now he readily admits he's considering
tying the knot. But, *It's up to the kid. The
kid rules the roost,” he chimps.

Depp's new family has accompanied him
to all of his film locations. “I'm very lucky
that they come with me every time. | was in
England for Chocolat (with Juliette Binoche),
1 just shot From Hell (with Heather Graham)
in Prague, and they were there. And we
stayed together in Los Angeles for Blow.

“Having them around doesn't interfere
with my job at all. The only way it interferes
is when I'm physically on the set. That is the
handest, because 1I'm away from my loved
ones. |'ve been trying for as long as possible
to keep my distance from Hollywood and the
game, and the competitive nature of this
beast, All | want is for the opportunity to do
my work as best as | can and hang anound
with my family, drink wine and smoke
cigarettes. That's all it's really about for me.”

The couple spend the majority of their
time at their Pars apartment, in the
fashionable Montmartre district, or at their
house in St-Tropes. Sometimes they visit
Depp's hooury LA hideaway, which was once
owned by legendary actor Bela Lugesi,
the original Dracula. But Depp clearly loves
his life in Europe. St struggling with the
French language, he admits he can undes-
stand it maore than he can speak it, and that
they're teaching Lily-Roze 1o be bilingual.

“1 would like to say | moved to France so
1 could smake in peace - it's a crime to light
up in LA - but it's mose than that. 1 find
Europe more civilised Mose sophisticated
- although 'm not a particularly sophisticated
guy. It has older culture, a stronger
foundation. I'm: still living the dream. You
hear of the horrors that happen in America,
like kids going into their high schools with
guns, shooting at their friends and teachers,
and Furope ks better than that. It's madness
here in the US Theres random violence,
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rampant ignorance, ghittony, greed - people
can become millionaires on TV shows in 15
minutes, you know - what's that all about? 1s
that the American Dream? | love America,
but I'm ashamed to be an American,” he
states, agitatedly. “I think of LA like
Disneyland. It's OK in little spurts, but you
wouldn't want to live there” He lets out a
cloud of smoke and stubs out his cigarette.

{Another) fine romance
Depp's passion for music has enabled him to
collaborate with Paradis on her new album.
“1 didn’t do too much, really,” he offers. “All
I did was show her a few chords here and
there. She got stuck ina place and 1 did what
I could. It's not really work, because it's what
we do every other day, sitting at home
playing the guitar, What she did with her
record was all hers. I'm really proud of
her.” Although the Paradis-Depp bond is
superglue strong, Depp is no stranger
to falling in love with beautiful women in
showbiz. His private life sounds like a
steamy soap opera. There were engagements
to actresses Sherilyn Fenn, Jennifer Grey
and Winona Rwder, And, at 20, he had a
short-lived marriage to musician Lo
Allison. But his most famous romance was
with Kate Moss, which lasted for five years.
They still remain good friends.

Bom in Kentucky, Depp moved around
a lot as a kid Me spent much of his eary
childhood in Florida, with his two sisters,
Christi and Debbie, and an oblder brother,
Danny, who introduced him to jack
Kerouac's novels and Van Mormson's misic,
His father fand namesake), john Christopher
Depp, was a cvil engineer and he and his
mother, Betty Sue, divorced when he was 15
Depp left home five years later and headed
for Hollywood, where he gained his
heart-throb label after landing the lead in the
popular TV show 21 Jump Street,

Patting his pockets for his liquorice Rizla
papers, he explains, "My parents have been

very supportive of my career. I've seen my
mum in the past get very excited about me
having met Marlon Brands, Martin Landau,
and all the people I've worked with. But
when | hang out with her back home, it's
never brought up - not Hollywood, movies
of money of anything. We sit around and do
the same things we did when | was a teenag-
er.” He prides himself on being just an ordi-
nary guy. Film offers came pouring in and,
instead of going the commescial route, he
opted for the quirky roles, such as Fdward
Scissorhands, Fd Wood, Don fuon DeMarce and,
more necenthy, Seepy Hollow and Chocelat. *1've
made a career out of commercial failures,” he
jokes. Depp has enjoyed rave reviews for his
performance in his Latest film, Blow, in which
he plays drugs baron George Jung, who
decides to pursue the American Dream his
own wary. [n the 7os and Sos, Jung became the
first American to import cocaine to the US
on a multi-billion-dollar scale. Penelope
Cruz plays Jung's girtfriend Mirtha.

For his research; Depp spent two days with
the real Gearge Jung, who's serving a life
sentence at the Fedesal Penitentiary in upstate
Mew York. Depp recounts, *1 tried to sponge
up as much of George as | could. He was very
open with me, and he was very generous with
hiis life story. We didn't really have all the time
for like, ‘how’s the weather, how's life in
prison treating you?, kinda thing. It was
more like, "0K, we have two days, let's go”

He stops and ponders for a second or two.
“He's been rotting away in prison for a nuim-
ber of years now, and he realises his mis-
takes. | believe he's paid his debt to society, It
woutld be nice to get him out of prison, so he
could try and pay his debe to his family, but
he can't do it when he's bound and gagged.
He's a heart-breaking guy.”

Of course, Depp's own dabble with drugs
is mo newsflash, although he states it's a
thing of the past. *1 did all kinds of drgs
when | was drunk.” he admits. “1ts a miracle
I'm oart of that environment. He continues,
shaking his head in disgust. “It had nothing
to do with recreation for me, it had maore o
do with numbing my brain. it had w do
meore with self-medicating. Trying to escape
the realities | was living and postponing the
inevitable. At some point, you have to look
the demon in the eyes and aay, "Fuck You!™

A knock on the door from his publicist
intermupts these sembre thoughts. And with
that he picks up hix tobacco amd heads for
the doar, But, cheering up, he tums anound
before he exits and smirks, *If its not dnugs,
it's Mad Cow! Well, if all the things I've done
to my body over the years haven't affected
me, | doubt seme poot cow disease will!* L]
W Blow is rebeused rstiornusiide on 25 My
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