INVENTORY OF THE ESTATE OF NEEDHAM WHITFIELD

Needham Whitfield was born February 20, 1758 at White Hall in what is now Wayne County, North Carolina (at the time, it was Johnston County).  He was the sixth child and third son of William Whitfield II and his wife, Rachel.  William accumulated land during his lifetime so that he could give each of his four sons a plantation.  He gave his primary residence at White Hall to Needham, and it appears Needham lived there all his life.  All of William’s children acquired considerable wealth, including Needham, as is evidenced by this extensive inventory of his personal property.  Needham died on April 6, 1812.  When an individual dies, it is necessary to identify his assets and then follow any instructions in his will for distribution of those assets.  One of the tasks for identifying assets is to take an inventory of the deceased’s personal property.  The court appointed two of Needham’s sons, Edmund and Needham (Jr.), to be executors of the estate, and they were thus charged with taking the inventory.  Edmund and Needham completed their inventory on August 12, 1812, and returned their report to the court for further action.  An estate inventory tells a tremendous amount about the deceased, including the extent of their wealth, how they made a living, their lifestyle, and on and on.  Should any ambitious person wish to transcribe the inventory text and submit it for addition to this website, please let the president of the Society know.  It can be a daunting task.
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