TOWN OF ELBRIDGE
TOWN BOARD MEETING
July 16, 2026

Minutes for the July 16, 2026 meeting, held by the Elbridge Town Board. Supervisor Bush called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:				Kenneth Bush III, Supervisor
					Jeremy Chilson, Councilor
					Mary Jo Davis, Councilor
					Joe Farrugia, Councilor
					Todd Platten, Councilor			

RECORDING SECRETARY:	Sarah Groom, Deputy Town Clerk

OTHERS PRESENT:   Attorney Nadine Bell, David Hebert, Steven Harvey, Jeff Clifford, Maureen Doyle, Michael Doyle, Ruth Kinch, Doug Blumer, Keith Taub, Lora Taub, and Jason Parkman. 

ADOPT MINUTES: On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, the minutes from June 18, 2026 were unanimously entered into record.
 
GUESTS: 
· David Hebert – Cross Lake Water District – David talked with the previous board in the past about getting water to Eno Point and wanted to start the discussion back up and see what the next steps are. Nadine Bell offered some suggestions to David as to what his next steps should be. 

· Jeff Clifford – Veterans Plaque – Jeff is looking for about $1,000 to help finish paying for the plaques that have been ordered for two local veterans.

· Hartlot Happenings – Liquor License – They need a letter of “No objection” to apply for a new liquor license. They explained how in the last few years they have grown and are having more events and need a different type of license.
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  
· Supervisor Bush went over the change to the current Agriculture and Market law §109 that now mandates all municipalities to include an option for dog owners to make a voluntary donation to a local animal shelter. Deputy Town Clerk, Sarah Groom explained the process and informed everyone that starting August 1, 2026 there will be a letter attached to all dog renewals explaining the new law and that 100% of donated money will go directly to CNYSPCA. 
· Supervisor Bush went over recent visit from the Department of Labor, explained what Prevailing Wage Reports are, the process, and who will have to handle this for the Town of Elbridge.
· NYS has completed their “Speed Study” for a speed reduction on River Road. The speed reduction has been passed, and the new speed limit will be 45mph. Cayuga County will handle taking down old signs and posting the new speed limit signs so keep an eye out for that.
· PEACE RUN will be stopping at Elbridge Elementary at 1:30pm on August 5, 2026.
· Soil & Water reported that they removed over 300,000 water chestnuts removed from the Seneca River system.

· The Community Block Grant was approved, and work will begin at the Community Center starting in 2027.


MOTION TO PAY BILLS: General Bills, Abstract #007, Vouchers #268-310, in the amount of                    $623,178.30 were ordered paid, and Highway Bills, Abstract #007, Vouchers #1109-1126, in the amount of $21,429.58 were ordered paid with a total disbursement of $644,607.88.
Motion made by: Councilor Davis, seconded by: Councilor Chilson.
Vote:  	(5) Ayes
(0) Nays

OLD BUSINESS:
· Nothing to report on currently.


NEW BUSINESS:

Resolution 79/26
The Elbridge Town Board resolves to call a public hearing to be held at the Town Hall, 5 Route 31 Jordan, New York 13080, in said Town, on the 6th day of August 2026, at 7:00 o’clock P.M., on the question of the proposed joint increase and improvement of the facilities of the Joint Water Project.

	PUBLIC HEARING RESOLUTION AND ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD IN
THE MATTER OF THE JOINT INCREASE AND IMPROVEMENT OF FACILITIES
PURSUANT TO TOWN LAW § 202-b OF JORDAN PERMISSIVE SERVICE AREA WATER DISTRICT; ELBRIDGE PERMISSIVE SERVICE AREA WATER DISTRICT; CHAMPIONS WATER DISTRICT; CROSSETT ROAD WATER DISTRICT NO. 1, CROSSETT ROAD WATER DISTRICT NO. 2, HARTLOT ROAD
WATER DISTRICT, SANDBANK ROAD WATER DISTRICT, ROUTE 5 EAST
WATER DISTRICT AND WEST ELBRIDGE WATER DISTRICT IN
THE TOWN OF ELBRIDGE, ONONDAGA COUNTY, NEW YORK



Councilor Platten moved and Councilor Farrugia seconded the following Resolution and Order:
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Elbridge, Onondaga County, New York, has had under consideration the joint increase and improvement of the facilities of Jordan Permissive Service Area Water District, Elbridge Permissive Service Area Water District, Champions Water 


District, Crossett Road Water District No. 1, Cross Road Water District No. 2, Hartlot Road Water District, Sandbank Road Water District, Route 5 East Water District, and West Elbridge Water District, in said Town (together, the “Districts”), consisting of the replacement of the existing 220,000 gallon Jordan Road water storage tank with a new 94,000 gallon water storage tank as well as the replacement of the existing 10-inch transmission main with 1,450 linear feet of 12-inch high-density polyethylene (HDPE) water main along Jordan Road between NYS Route 5 and the Jordan Road water storage tank and the installation of 2,200 linear feet of new 6-inch water main to loop the water system between McCallum Road and Meadow Road and between Meadow Lane and May Road, together with original furnishings, equipment, machinery, apparatus, appurtenances, and incidental improvements and expenses in connection therewith, as further described in a map, plan and report, as last revised July 2026, prepared by Barton & Loguidice, competent engineers duly licensed in the State of New York, including an estimate of the cost and on file in the office of the Town Clerk where they may be inspected during regular office hours or by request to the Town Clerk; and
WHEREAS, the maximum estimated cost to said Districts of such joint increase and improvement of facilities is determined to be Eight Hundred Forty-Eight Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($848,000.00); and
WHEREAS, for the Jordan Permissive Service Area Water District, Elbridge Permissive Service Area Water District, Champions Water District, Route 5 East Water District, Sandbank Road Water District and the West Elbridge Water District, such cost shall be annually apportioned 
among such Districts by said Town Board, and the amounts so apportioned shall be annually apportioned and assessed upon the several lots and parcels of land within each said District in the manner provided by law, so much upon and from each as shall be in just proportion to the amount of benefit conferred upon the same, in an amount sufficient to pay the principal and interest on said bonds as the same become due; and


WHEREAS, for the Crossett Road Water District No. 1, Crossett Rod Water District No. 2 and the Hartlot Road Water District, such cost shall be annually apportioned among such District by said Town Board, and the amounts so apportioned shall be annually apportioned and assessed upon the several lots and parcels of land within each said District in the manner provided by law and upon an ad valorem basis, in an amount sufficient to pay the principal and interest on said bonds as the same become due; and
WHEREAS, it is anticipated and expected that the apportionment of such cost between the Districts shall be as follows: Jordan Permissive Service Area Water District: Three Hundred Forty Seven Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($347,500.00), Elbridge Permissive Service Area Water District: Eighty-Three Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($83,000.00), Champions Water District: One Hundred Seven Thousand Two-Hundred Fifty and 00/100 Dollars ($107,250.00) Crossett Road Water District No. 1: Five Thousand Five Hundred and 00/100 ($5,500.00); Crossett Road Water District No. 2: Four  Thousand Five Hundred and 00/100 Dollars ($4,500.00); Hartlot Road Water District: Eighty-Five Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($85,000.00); Sandbank Road Water District: Twenty One Thousand and 00/100 Dollars ($21,000.00); Route 5 East Water District: One Hundred Fourteen Thousand Seven Hundred Fifty and 00/100 Dollars ($114,750.00); West Elbridge Water District: Seventy-Nine Thousand Five Hundred and 00/100 Dollars ($79,500.00); and
WHEREAS, said capital project is part of a larger joint water improvement project in conjunction with the Villages of Elbridge and Jordan designed to improve and correct system wide 
deficiencies such as fire flow, water pressure, increased pipe sizes and a new water tank in order to equally enhance the joint drinking water system for all water users; and 
WHEREAS, the joint project has been determined to be an “Type I Action” pursuant to the regulations of the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation promulgated pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act (“SEQRA”), the implementation of which as proposed, and it has been determined by the lead agency for the entire joint project, the Village

Board of the Village of Elbridge, that the joint project will not result in any significant adverse environmental effects, and the documentation relating to SEQRA is available in the office of the Town Clerk for inspection during normal office hours; and
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Elbridge hereby recognizes and reaffirms the SEQRA determination and negative declaration rendered by the Village of Elbridge Village Board of Trustees as lead agency; and
WHEREAS, it is now desired to call a public hearing on the question of the joint increase and improvement of the facilities of said Districts, in the matter described above, and to hear all persons interested in the subject thereof, concerning the same, in accordance with the provisions of Section 202‑b of the Town Law.
NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY
ORDERED, by the Town Board of the Town of Elbridge, Onondaga County, New York, as follows:
Section 1.	A public hearing will be held at the Town Hall, 5 Route 31 Jordan, New York 13080, in said Town, on the 6th day of August 2026, at 7:00 o’clock P.M., on the question of the proposed joint increase and improvement of the facilities of said Districts, in said Town, and the estimate of cost referred to in the preambles hereof, at which time and place said Town Board will hear all persons interested in the subject thereof concerning the same and to take such action thereon as is required  or authorized by law.
Section 2.	The Town Clerk is hereby authorized and directed to cause a notice of said public hearing to be published in the official newspaper of said Town, and also to cause a copy thereof to be posted on the signboard of the Town, such publication and posting to be made not less than ten, nor more than twenty days, before the date designated for the hearing.
Section 3.	The notice of public hearing shall be in substantially the form attached hereto as Exhibit A and hereby made a part hereof.
Section 4.	This Order shall take effect immediately.

The question of the adoption of the foregoing order was duly put to a vote on roll call, which resulted as follows:

	Todd Platten
	Councilor
	Voted
	Yes

	Mary Jo Davis
	Councilor
	Voted
	Yes

	Joe Farrugia
	Councilor
	Voted
	Yes

	Jeremy Chilson
	Councilor
	Voted
	Yes

	Kenneth Bush III
	Supervisor
	Voted
	Yes



The Resolution and Order was thereupon declared duly adopted.

DATED:	July 16, 2026

Resolution 80/26
The Elbridge Town Board resolves to approve adding a Verizon cellphone line for the Supervisor at $36.99/month.

RESOLVED: 
On a motion by Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Platten, the above resolution was ADOPTED.
(5) Ayes
(0) Nays

Resolution 81/26
The Elbridge Town Board resolves to approve changing the Town of Elbridge office hours. The new hours will be Monday through Thursday, 8:30am – 4:30pm, with a 30-minute lunch, and Friday’s hours will be 8am – 1pm. This change will take effect immediately.

RESOLVED: 
On a motion by Councilor Farrugia, seconded by Councilor Davis, the above resolution was ADOPTED.
(5) Ayes
(0) Nays

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Councilor Chilson:
· Rec/Seniors – Everything is going very well and staying very busy; Spring sports have wrapped up; Summer Sports Camps are currently active as well as an Adults Sports League. The seniors left 7/16/26 to go on a day trip to Jamestown, NY, Craft class has been active, and the Senior Workout Program has also been going well.
· Veteran’s Program - Sue is working to secure donations for two plaques to honor local veterans. 
· Courts / Legal - Nothing new to report.
· Workplace / Public Safety – Nothing new to report.

Councilor Farrugia:
· Assessing – Prior town board signed an agreement that reevaluations need to be done every 5 years. It was discussed that we should do the reevaluations either in 2027 or 2028, or we are at risk of losing funds from NYS. There will be more public learning opportunities and information provided as the process gets sorted out.
· Highway – Highway has been staying very busy completing various tasks around town. Dumpster Days have been going very well; Fred Foster is doing a wonderful job making sure only acceptable items are being dumped as well as being dumped in the correct dumpster.
· Buildings/Grounds/Pest Control – Nothing new to report.
· Technology – Nothing new to report.

Councilor Platten:
· Planning Board – No new issues; discussion on Wildwood and what next steps are. Nadine Bell requested Todd to have the lawyer for Wildwood reach out to her. Mr. Fay, property on Route 5, has still done nothing with the property and is now listed for sale.
· Environmental Board – Nothing new to report.
· Joint Water Project – Nothing new to report, next Joint Water Meeting will be held at the Elbridge Town Hall on Tuesday, July 21st.

Councilor Davis:
· Town Historian - Carissa Stone’s Eagle Scout project has been approved. Jason has been working on a Video for the cannonball sign that was damaged. Jason & Michelle are currently working with the Town Clerk’s Office regarding file retention, and they met with Michael Martin regarding training and resources to help with this purge.
· Erie Canal restoration project – Nothing to report on. 
· A Scrapbook fundraiser is being done for the Elbridge Historical Archives to help raise funds for restore a historic diploma from the 1800’s – Monroe Collegiate – Sept 26th @ 8am.
· Mary Jo would like to schedule a meeting with Savannah LaFlair, owner and operator of Peaceful Petals & Polishing, to possibly use her for helping with headstone cleaning as well as to get a good understanding of her process and a list of what type, if any, chemicals are used.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  
· Doug Blumer – Stated he is very happy that the Town Office hours are changing, as that is something he desperately wanted to change during his time on the prior Board. Mr. Blumer also questioned a Comprehensive Plan that the prior Board paid $60,000.00 over 4 years ago. Supervisor Bush is looking into this and will report back at the next meeting.

MONTHLY REPORTS ON FILE: Highway, Codes, Supervisor (June & July), Senior/Recreation and Historian.



ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION WITHOUT ACTION AT 9:05 PM: Motion by Councilor Platten and seconded by Councilor Farrugia. 

Motion by Councilor Platten and seconded by Councilor Farrugia to adjourn executive session at 9:25 PM.
(5) Ayes
(0) Nays

ADJOURNMENT: Motion by Councilor Platten and seconded by Councilor Farrugia to adjourn regular meeting at 9:25 PM.
(5) Ayes
(0) Nays

NEXT MEETING: The Elbridge Town Board will hold their next meeting on August 6, 2026.


Submitted,

Sarah Groom
Elbridge Deputy Town Clerk
