TOWN OF ELBRIDGE

TOWN BOARD MEETING
April 24, 2025

Minutes for the April 24, 2025 meeting, held by the Elbridge Town Board. Supervisor Richardson called the meeting to order at 7:01 PM and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PRESENT:                                    Vernon Richardson, Supervisor

                                                        Doug Blumer, Councilor

                                                        Todd Platten, Councilor


                                            Joe Farrugia, Councilor

ABSENT:                                       Mike Caron, Councilor
RECORDING CLERK:               Danielle Karlik, Town Clerk

OTHERS PRESENT:  Attorney Joe Frateschi, Deputy Clerk Deborah Blasko, Nathan Cobb Norbut Solar, Mary Jo Davis, Ken Bush III
ADOPT MINUTES:  On a motion by Councilor Blumer, seconded by Councilor Platten minutes from April 10, 2025 and minutes from the Joint Municipal Water meeting on April 15, 2025 were entered into record. 
MOTION TO PAY BILLS:  On a motion by Councilor Blumer, seconded by Councilor Platten, General Bills Abstract #04, Vouchers #150 - 185, in the amount of $64,652.98 were ordered paid, and Highway Bills, Abstract #04, Vouchers #1043 - 1064, in the amount of $48,777.53 were ordered paid with a total disbursement of $113,430.51.

COMMUNICATIONS:    At the Onondaga Town Supervisors’ monthly meeting supervisors discussed the proposed 30+ wind towers to be placed in Lafayette, Tully, Otisco, Skaneateles, Spafford and Niles. There is a lot of dispute in regards to these wind towers. 
There is a potential 8-10 megawatt solar farm proposed for Skaneateles Falls, but not in the Town of Elbridge, however, it will be close by. 
RESOLUTION:

On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Blumer, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
4 AYES Blumer Richardson Platten Farrugia



0 NAYS                        

Resolutions 49/25

WHEREAS, a Local Law has been introduced before the Board, to wit:  Local Law 2025 -1, entitled “A Local Law Imposing a Twelve (12) Month Moratorium on the Processing of Solar Facility Applications,” the text of which is as follows:
LOCAL LAW 2025-1 IMPOSING A TWELVE (12) MONTH MORATORIUM ON THE PROCESSING OF SOLAR FACILITY APPLICATIONS

BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Town Board of the Town of Elbridge, County of Onondaga, State of New York, as follows:
SECTION 1.
AUTHORITY.

This Local Law is enacted pursuant to the New York State Constitution and New York Municipal Home Rule Law §10.

SECTION 2.
INTENT.

It is the purpose of this moratorium to enable the Town of Elbridge to have sufficient time to review the Town’s existing laws (the “Law”), pertaining to large scale Solar Photovoltaic Energy Systems (“Solar PV collection systems” or “Solar Farms”) and Battery Energy Storage Systems requiring a special permit and site plan approval, and to determine if modifications to the Law regarding such operations are necessary.  This review is in accordance with the goals, objectives and policies of the Town Board related to the creation of a Town of Elbridge Comprehensive Plan and in conjunction with the process for creating said Comprehensive Plan.

Further, the Moratorium would provide the Town Board the time necessary to: (i) review the Law and to make any updates if needed, (ii) make sure that policies and procedures are in place to develop Payment in Lieu of Tax (“PILOT”) agreements that serve the best interest of the Town; (iii) complete a solar use and capacity study to understand how many Solar PV collection systems or Battery Energy Storage Systems may be installed in the Town; (iv) ensure that the Comprehensive Planning process takes into consideration the Law.

Amendments to the Law will be considered regarding further enhancing protection of the environment, productive farmland, view shed and modifications necessary to permit for careful review and approvals of such development.

It is, therefore, the intent of the Town Board to temporarily suspend the review and approval of all expansions to existing Solar Farms or Battery Energy Storage Systems and approval of new Solar Farms or Battery Energy Storage Systems.  

Based on the foregoing, the Town Board wants to ensure that any such expansions to existing such Solar Farms or Battery Energy Storage Systems or approval of new Solar Farms or Battery Energy Storage Systems are reviewed under the potential new regulations and not under the existing Law.

SECTION 3.
DEFINITIONS.

SOLAR COLLECTION SYSTEM OR SOLAR FARM - An area of land or other area used for a solar collection system principally used to capture solar energy and convert it to electrical energy to transfer to the public electric grid in order to sell electricity to or receive a credit from a public utility entity.  Solar farm facilities consist of more than one freestanding ground or roof-mounted solar collector devices solar-related equipment and other accessory structures and buildings, including light reflectors, concentrators, and heat exchangers, substations, electrical infrastructure, transmission lines and other appurtenant structures and facilities. 

TOWN:


Town of Elbridge, Onondaga County, New York

TOWN BOARD:

Town of Elbridge Town Board

PLANNING BOARD:
Town of Elbridge Planning Board

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS:
Town of Elbridge Zoning Board of Appeals

CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER: Town of Elbridge Code Enforcement Officer
BATTERY/BATTERIES: A single cell or a group of cells connected together electronically in a series, in parallel or a combination of both, which can charge, discharge and store energy electrochemically. For the purposes of this Law, batteries utilized in consumer products are excluded from these requirements.

BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM: A rechargeable energy storage system consisting of electrochemical storage batteries, battery chargers, controls, power conditioning systems and associated electrical equipment designed to store energy to supply electrical energy at a future time, not to include a stand-alone 12-volt car battery or an electric motor vehicle. A battery energy storage system is classified as a Tier 1 or Tier 2 Energy Storage System as follows:

A.
Tier 1 Battery Energy Storage Systems have an aggregate energy capacity less than or equal to 600 kWh and, if in a room or enclosed area, consist of only a single energy storage system technology.

B.
Tier 2 Battery Energy Storage Systems have an aggregate capacity greater than 600 kWh or are comprised of more than one storage battery technology in a room or enclosed area.

Such systems shall include so-called "independent" or "stand-alone" systems or systems which are incidental to another primary use, including but not limited to any wind energy or solar energy systems.

CELL: The basic electrochemical unit, characterized by an anode and a cathode, used to receive, store and deliver electrical energy.
SECTION 4. MORATORIUM.

              A   The Town Board hereby enacts a moratorium, which shall prohibit the review, approval or creation by the Town Board, the Planning Board or the Zoning Board of any expansions to existing Solar Collection Systems, Solar Farms or Battery Energy Storage Systems or the approval of any new Solar Collection Systems, Solar Farms or Battery Energy Storage Systems anywhere within the Town.
B.
This moratorium shall be in effect for a period of twelve (12) months from the effective date of this Local Law and shall expire on the earlier of: (i) the date twelve (12) months from said effective date, unless renewed; or (ii) the enactment by the Town Board of a resolution indicating the Town Board is satisfied that the need for the moratorium no longer exists.

C.
This moratorium shall apply to all real property within the Town.

D.
Pursuant to this moratorium, the Town Board, Planning Board or Zoning Board shall not review any applications for any expansions to existing Solar Collection Systems, Solar Farms or Battery Energy Storage Systems, or the approval of new Solar Collection Systems, Solar Farms or Battery Energy Storage Systems and shall not grant any special permit or site plan approval to any such expansions to or new Solar Collection Systems, Solar Farms or Battery Energy Storage Systems within the Town during the moratorium.

E.
Pursuant to this moratorium, the Code Enforcement Officer shall not issue Building Permits for any construction involving any expansions to Solar Collection Systems, Solar Farms or Battery Energy Storage Systems or involving any new Solar Collection Systems, Solar Farms or Battery Energy Storage Systems anywhere within the Town that have not been granted site plan or special use permit approvals.

F.
Pursuant to this moratorium, no applications for variances, special use permits or other approvals involving any expansions to Solar Collection Systems, Solar Farms or Battery Energy Storage Systems or involving any new Solar Collection Systems, Solar Farms or Battery Energy Storage Systems shall be processed or granted; except that reviews of existing special use permits that are required to come regularly before the Town for re-approval, may be reviewed and approved by the Town, provided such applications do not request any modifications to the existing Solar Collection Systems, Solar Farms or Battery Energy Storage Systems.
SECTION 5. EXCEPTIONS

No part of the moratorium to be enacted by this local law shall apply to the following:

A. Reviews of existing special use permits or site plans that are required to come regularly before the Town Board, Planning Board or Zoning Board of Appeals for re-approval, provided such applications do not request any modifications to the existing Solar Collection Systems, Solar Farms or Battery Energy Storage Systems; and

B. Solar Collection Systems, Solar Farms or Battery Energy Storage Systems that have been granted a special permit and site plan approval before this Local Law goes into effect; and

                 C.
Solar photovoltaic energy systems designed solely to provide    residential homes with renewable energy through the placement of solar panels on the home.

SECTION 6.
PENALTIES.

Any person, firm, entity or corporation which shall violate the provisions of this Local Law, shall be subject to: 

1. A penalty in the amount of a minimum of $100.00 and a maximum of $250.00 for each day that such violation shall exist; and

2. Injunctive relief in favor of the Town to cease any and all such actions which conflict with this Local Law and, if necessary, to remove any construction or improvements which may have been built in violation of this Local Law.

It shall be the duty of the Code Enforcement Officer to enforce the provisions of this Local Law.

SECTION 7. VARIANCES

Any property owner affected by this moratorium may apply to the Zoning Board of Appeals for a use variance and make use of the existing variance procedures under the Zoning Law of the Town of Elbridge to seek relief from the restrictions of this Local Law.

SECTION 8.
VALIDITY AND SEVERABILITY.

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision or part of this local law shall be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not impair or invalidate the remainder thereof but shall be limited in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, section or part thereof directly involved in the proceeding in which such judgment is rendered.

SECTION 9. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon passage and thereafter shall be filed with the New York State Department of State. It shall remain in full force and effect for a period of twelve (12) months from the date of passage.

WHEREAS, on April 10, 2025, the Town Board held a public hearing regarding the proposed Local Law;

WHEREAS, the enactment of the Proposed Local Law is a Type II action for purposes of State Environmental Quality Review Act, and, beyond designating the proposed action as a Type II action, no further action is needed by this Town Board; and

WHEREAS, it is in the public interest to enact the proposed Local Law.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT

RESOLVED, that Local Law 2025-1 is hereby approved and enacted; and be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is directed to file Local Law 2025-1 with the Secretary of State within 20 days of the date set forth herein.
At this point, a brief comment was made by Councilor Blumer. He wished to let those in attendance know that this moratorium has been set to allow time to develop a suitable local law to monitor solar development, not prohibit it. 
On a motion by Councilor Blumer, seconded by Councilor Platten, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
4 AYES Blumer Richardson Platten Farrugia



0 NAYS                        

Resolutions 50/25

The Elbridge Town Board accepts and agrees to submit the recorded Standard Work Day and Reporting Resolution for the required Elected and Appointed Officials to NYSLRS

On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
4 AYES Blumer Richardson Platten Farrugia



0 NAYS                        

Resolutions 51/25

The Elbridge Town Board, in compliance with Section 2019-a of the Uniform Justice Court Act, acknowledges the required examination of local court records for the fiscal year ending in 2024 has been conducted and shall be forwarded, along with this certified resolution, to the Director of Internal Audit Services, NYS Unified Court System.

On a motion by Councilor Blumer, seconded by Councilor Platten, the following resolution was 
ADOPTED:
4 AYES Blumer Richardson Platten Farrugia



0 NAYS                        

Resolutions 52/25

The Elbridge Town Board authorizes a licensing agreement, subject to final legal approval, between the Town of Elbridge and Old Erie Ambulance.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Councilor Farrugia did not have a lot to report on at this time. He attended the NYAOT conference, and has just returned. He did receive a call from Historian Parkman while he was away and will be speaking with him soon. Village of Jordan Trustee Stapleton has been actively searching for a space for the archives. The Episcopal church would like to meet again and review their available space. 
Councilor Blumer also attended the NYAOT conference, which he found informative, and well worth the time. He focused on the finance portion, while Councilor Farrugia focused on personnel aspects.
The Jordan Fie Department has submitted their reports and they are available to view.

Councilor Platten attended the Joint Municipal Water Meeting. Two contractors are working now.

Environmental Commission will be dropping off items for this Saturday’s tree giveaway. The Highway department is working with them for this event, providing wood chips. Earth Day cleanup will take place on Saturday as well.

Supervisor Richardson asked the Board if they received the proposed IMA for the water project. This will be discussed in a future meeting, and questions/changes should be submitted.

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  Clerk Karlik informed the Board about an upcoming grant offered from Adult Long Term Services. She is working on this with Senior Director Patrick and Superintendent White. She thanked the councilors involved with assisting with the collection of an easement for the water project, and reminded the Board of two upcoming dates; one for the beginning of the cleanup season on May 5, and the other for the scheduled public hearing on May 8.
Ken Bush III addressed the Board in regards to the use of municipal parking by the Old Erie Ambulance Services, for an event at Kegs Canal Side on May 9th. The Department would manage and take donations to park participants for this event. Details were discussed, and an agreement will be drawn up and reviewed before accepting.
ADJOURNMENT:  On a motion by Councilor Blumer, seconded by Councilor Farrugia the April 24, 2025 Town Board meeting was unanimously adjourned at 7:38 PM. 
Respectfully submitted,

Danielle Karlik

Elbridge Town Clerk
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