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Town of Elbridge Planning Board
August 11, 2026
Minutes

Members Present: 	Chairman Marc Macro, Co-Chairman John Stevenson 
Members: Steve Walburger, Tim Sullivan, and Sec/Alt 
Member Holly Austin

Members Absent:	Wendie Smith

Others Present:	Joseph Frateschi, Esq., Howard Tanner, Ed Reid, Mary Jo Davis, Andrew 
Aupperle, Cooper Stroman, Doug Blumer, Todd Platten

Public Hearing
Subdivision 
Applicant:		Andrew Aupperle/Hourigan
Address:		441 Route 5
Tax Id.:		039.-02-14.2

Opposition: 	No one spoke
In Favor:	No one spoke

Public hearing closed.

Old Business:
Subdivision and Site Plan Phase II
Applicant:		Andrew Aupperle
Address:		441 Route 5
Tax Id.:		039.-02-14.2

Applicant presented maps to the Planning Board and noted that it is the same map as before but it shows the egress easement. Planning Board noted that the map states the “Town of Lysander,” which needs to be corrected.

RR and B1 are both represented on the map, because the property contains both zones. Town Board could change the zoning, to avoid a split zone parcel. However, nothing will be built in the RR zone. It is a future possible leach field for the septic, but no structures are planned on that area. We could make it clear that nothing in the site plan is shown on that part of the property, and that if he ever intends to construct there the zoning would have to be changed. Applicant stated that is acceptable. 

The Planning Board can approve the subdivision contingent upon getting “Lysander” changed to Elbridge on the drawings. Applicant can then bring the revised map to the Town office for signing once he has it.

Motion by John Stevenson, seconded by Steve Walburger, and all present voted in favor.


New Business:
Applicant:		Peconic Associates
Address:		Route 31
Tax Id.:		029.-01-35.5 and 35.6

Applicant: They are creating an entrance for construction vehicles in the middle of a stage of thruway construction. The concrete will be gathered, crushed, and reused. It is parking for employees, a portable job trailer, stockpiling. They have plans for a crusher on the site. They plan to be working 7 am to 5 pm generally, but may be 6-6, Monday through Friday. Access to the property will be extended hours, but not operation of the crusher.

Applicant filled in the property with concrete and brought up the grade already. 

We need a formal site plan, which needs to be a survey showing adjoining properties, prepared by a licensed surveyor.

Because they’re doing a crushing operation we need a public hearing. We will schedule that for next month. 

The applicant needs a permit for disturbing soil.

We also need a narrative of the operations on site, hours of operation, not working on Sundays, trailer but no other structures, etc., and that will become part of the site plan.

Topo is needed, where the road comes in and out of Route 31 needs to be represented, along with thruway boundaries, and lighting. 


Applicant:		Silo 31
Address:		705 State Route 31
Tax Id.:		

Cooper Stroman was under contract for the property, and the seller passed away. He has an agreement to try to start generating revenue for the property. There was a tenant on the property who moved out in June, and applicant started ripping up carpeting, paint, wallpaper, etc. to be able to rent it as an Air BNB. 

The issue is that the owners changed the zoning to a PUD, and the owners never followed through on what was presented, so the property still has to be brought up to code and up to the plans. Applicant says he can’t afford to do the driveway and parking at this point as a tenant, so he wants to do some events there as ticketed events. He is eager to do some business to improve upon it. 

His contractor has been up to see it so he has a budget for the PUD. But as just a tenant he wants to operate something there. 

It was a residential home, then there was a PUD plan that was not executed. So the Planning Board cannot allow use now for commercial use. 

Air BNB is allowed as a use under the old zone – residential use. Or renting the main house. The limit on occupancy would be limited based on bedrooms. It’s a 2 bedroom so max of 6 occupants. Town Board would have to rezone it, and we could recommend the Town Board do that. 

Then the applicant, once he owns it, can come up with his own plan for a PUD. Turning it into industrial zone like the property across the street was discussed but rejected by the Planning Board. 

The Planning Board will recommend to the Town Board that the property reverts back to its residential zoning so it can be used for air BNB.


Limeledge Botanical Gardens presented an update:
They got a grant from the DEC to update the barns to use them for a community educational center. $273,000 is coming from DEC. They’ve got money for kiosks and signage. The larger barn needs stabilization and drainage round the foundation, stabilizing the floors, new electrical and lighting, residing and painting, and public wifi. They wanted to start in spring but the state didn’t release the money in time, so they are planning for fall now. 

They applied for another grant for $1.3 million for a native tree supply chain, because NYS is currently using trees from Michigan for NY planting projects. Their on-site partner wants to ramp up the production of woody plants. They have a partner from Cortland that would collect and process the seeds. 


Minutes from July 14, 2026: Tim Sullivan made a motion to approve the July minutes, John Stevenson seconded, and all voted in favor.

John Stevenson made a motion to close the meeting, Steve Walburger seconded, and all voted in favor. The meeting concluded at 8:00 pm.
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