TOWN OF ELBRIDGE

TOWN BOARD MEETING
August 22, 2024

Minutes for the August 22, 2024 meeting, held by the Elbridge Town Board. Supervisor Richardson called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PRESENT:                                     Vernon Richardson, Supervisor

                                                         Doug Blumer, Councilor


                                             Floyd Duger, Councilor

                                                         Todd Platten, Councilor

                                                         Mike Caron, Councilor

RECORDING SECRETARY:     Danielle Karlik, Town Clerk

OTHERS PRESENT:                   Town Attorney Joe Frateschi, Mary Jo Davis
ADOPT MINUTES:  On a motion by Councilor Duger, seconded by Councilor Blumer, the minutes from July 25, 2024 & August 20, 2024 were entered into record, Councilor Caron abstained from the July 25, 2024 minutes. 
MOTION TO PAY BILLS:  On a motion by Councilor Caron, seconded by Councilor Duger, General Bills Abstract #08, Vouchers #334-376, in the amount of $79,321.17 were ordered paid, and Highway Bills, Abstract #08, Vouchers #1122-1144, in the amount of $151,362.93 were ordered paid with a total disbursement of $230,684.10.

BUDGET MODIFICATION:  On a motion by Councilor Blumer, seconded by Councilor Caron, the following budget modifications were unanimously approved: 
From A1440.4 Engineer - $10,000

To A1420.4 Attorney - $10,000

From A1990.4 Contingency - $26,900

To A1420.4 Attorney - $26,900

From A1355.41 Assessing Reval - $1,366.53

To A1355.4 Assessing Contractual - $1,366.53

From A1355.13 Assessing Part Time - $3,000

To A1355.4 Assessing Contractual - $3,000
OLD BUSINESS:
· Senior Exemption Limits- Supervisor Richardson has information from the County and several other towns and villages as to their maximum limits. A discussion took place in regards to amounts, raising in increments, and how the increase would affect taxpayers. The current maximum limit is set at $30,400. A proposed amount of $42,500 has been suggested.
· Delaware River Solar Decommissioning Agreement was sent to Board members for consideration. Revisions were made to the original agreement adding in a 5-year evaluation to the bond. Councilor Blumer excused himself during the discussion and resolution.
· Trash Program/Gate & Camera – the program will end on August 29th, for the year. The gate and camera have been put on hold until further discussions take place for next year’s program as issue with non-accepted items and failure to declare extra- fee items has hindered the program.
· CEC Grant- contact has been re-established and the application for the grant, beginning with the energy audit is moving forward. 
· Comprehensive Plan is waiting on response from the public surveys. The next step will be a public hearing once any changes based on these surveys has been made. 
· CNYSPCA new contact may have a 5% increase according to a discussion between Supervisor Richardson and CNYSPCA Treasurer, Bob Wood. Councilor Platten has not received any response or reports and will reach out to Mr. Wood for a point of contact.
· Hazard Mitigation Plan each municipality has been asked to do an annex. Councilor Duger, Councilor Blumer and Superintendent White have been working on this, along with Supervisor Secretary Mrs. Minnig. A private company has been contracted by the County, and conducted a webinar, which Councilor Duger and Mrs. Minnig attended. It has been proposed to have this plan done and passed with a resolution by the end of the year.
NEW BUSINESS:

· Verizon will be decommissioning towers and moving to “backpacks” to be placed on buildings. Currently the Town is receiving $1,650 per month for the tower land lease. Verizon has a contract with us until 2030, but wants to lower this amount to $1,150 per month, or a lump sum buyout of $245,000. Discussion took place. Verizon would like an answer by September 27, 2024. The Board’s consensus would be to keep the contract as is. Supervisor Richardson will contact Verizon.
· Union negotiations with Councilor Duger and Councilor Blumer will begin this coming week. 
RESOLUTIONS:

On a motion by Councilor Blumer, seconded by Councilor Platten, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
5 AYES   Richardson Blumer Duger Platten Caron



0 NAYS     

Resolution 99/24
The Elbridge Town Board calls for a public hearing to hear any residents for or against the proposed amendment to Local Law 2024-1, Chapter 247-12 Senior Citizens Exemption Maximum Income Eligibility Levels, to be held on September 26, 2024 at 7:00 PM. 

On a motion by Councilor Caron, seconded by Councilor Platten, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
4 AYES   Richardson Duger Platten Caron
                        1 ABSTAIN   Blumer 


0 NAYS     

Resolution 100/24

The Elbridge Town Board accepts the Delaware River Solar Decommissioning Agreement, with 5-year revaluation of the decommissioning bond, subject to final legal approval. 
On a motion by Councilor Duger, seconded by Councilor Caron, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
5 AYES   Richardson Blumer Duger Platten Caron



0 NAYS     

Resolution 101/24

The Town of Elbridge resolves to conduct joint board meetings with the Village of Elbridge and the Village of Jordan, in regards to the Municipal Water Project, on the third Tuesday of each month at 9:00 AM, beginning on October 15, 2024, until further notice. 
REPORTS:  Highway, Supervisor, Assessor, Codes, Sr/Rec
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilor Duger:  Preliminary Budget papers have been submitted. The Highway is accepting application until September 1, 2024. The department has been busy helping out the two villages with paving and grinding work, as well as finishing up work on Shantz road bridge, and preparing for winter. 
There has been some vandalism recently at Seymour Lofft Park. Police have been notified and are looking into. We are encouraging if anyone sees anything suspicious to report it. Recreation is planning a youth soccer camp two days in September as well as October. 

Seniors have had trips to Raquette Lake and Old Forge. The next trip will be to Cape Cod. Speakers have attended luncheons, including Casey Westby representing Elbridge Library, and Congressman Brandon Williams, who assisted serving meals and cleanup after speaking to those that attended. It is possible that Caleb Slater will also be speaking on a future date, possibly in September. 
Councilor Blumer:  The Town Historian will attend a meeting, next week, with the village Historians to discuss how they three can collaborate and move forward. Councilor Blumer did not make it to the last Planning Board meeting but has spoken with Codes Officer Tanner, there is a small subdivision planned and building permits have been issued for 3 single family homes. Supervisor Richardson spoke with Brandon William in regards to the proposal for a new building to house the Historian’s office, and now with the need for a smaller building, Congressman Williams will check into possible grants. 
Councilor Caron:  Joint Water meetings for the water project will begin in October. Contracts for awarded bids are being signed. They are anxious to begin. Possibly breaking ground in November. Brandon Williams has assisted with an additional $250,000 grant. Councilor Blumer asked if any further has come from the Inter-Municipal Agreement. Councilor Caron stated it will be two years before completion, and there is time. Three residents from Eno point inquired about getting water. Supervisor Richardson explained the petition process, and that it will be further down the road if possible. The current water map is on display at the Town Hall.
Councilor Platten:  Nothing new from the Environmental Commission. Nothing new from Justice. 
Assessing is going well with the new clerk. The Assessor would like to order a second monitor for the Assessor Clerk. Breakdown for Senior Exemptions was given. The only information available is for those that currently have the exemption at the current set limit. By raising the limit, we will pick up more people.
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  Mary Jo Davis addressed the Board in regards to the DEI meetings being held by The Jordan-Elbridge School District. The next meeting will be held on October 8th at 6:00 PM. They would like to see more community involvement, and would be nice to see at least one Councilor from the Board attend these meeting. 
Mrs. Davis also asked about the timing for the Joint Water Meetings, as many people work during the day. Supervisor Richardson explained that this time was agreed upon by all three municipalities and the Engineer firm, based on availability. He further explained that minutes from these meetings will be posted for the public. 

Discussion in regards to the recent vandalism at Seymour Lofft. Cameras are employed by the Village of Elbridge, and additional cameras are being considered.

Mater Dei Academy, in Warners, is coming up on their bicentennial and our looking for information and historical information to utilize. Councilor Platten suggested contacting Jordan Historical Society. 

Joint meeting between Village Boards, Town Board and School Board was also discussed, briefly.
On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Duger, the Elbridge Town Board moved into Executive Session for legalities, and personnel matters, at 8:12 PM.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: (minutes from here on out taken by Attorney Frateschi.)
9:14 P.M. – Councilor Duger made a motion to leave Executive Session, seconded by Councilor Platten.  Supervisor Richardson put the motion to a vote.  Passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT:
9:15 P.M. – Councilor Blumer made a motion to adjourn.  Councilor Platten seconded the motion.  Supervisor Richardson put the motion to a vote.  Passed unanimously.

Respectfully,

Danielle Karlik

Elbridge Town Clerk
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