TOWN OF ELBRIDGE
TOWN BOARD MEETING
March 19, 2026


Minutes for the March 19, 2026 meeting, held by the Elbridge Town Board, Supervisor Bush called the meeting to order at 6:59 PM and led the Pledge of Allegiance.


PRESENT:				Kenneth Bush III, Supervisor
					Todd Platten, Councilor
					Mary Jo Davis, Councilor
					Jeremy Chilson, Councilor
					Joe Farrugia, Councilor
RECORDING SECRETARY:	Patti Cooper, Town Clerk
OTHERS PRESENT:   Attorney Nadine Bell, Maureen Doyle, Michael Doyle, Barb Saunders, Evan Saunders, Gavin Foster, Fred Foster Jr, Doug Blumer, Liam Howell, Brayden Dipasqua, Robert Murray, Eric Howell, Stephanie Lukins, Julie Kemblowski, Mason McCadden, Jack McCadden, Rylan Streeter

ADOPT MINUTES: On a motion by Councilor Chilson, seconded by Councilor Platten, the minutes from March 5, 2026 were unanimously entered into record.
(5) Ayes
(0) Nays
 
MOTION TO PAY BILLS:  On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, General Bills Abstract #003, Vouchers #100-154, in the amount of $607,048.30 were ordered paid, and Highway Bills, Abstract #003, Vouchers #1033-1044, in the amount of $8,384.50 were unanimously ordered paid with a total disbursement of $615,432.80.
Vote:
(5) Ayes
(0) Nays


NEW BUSINESS:

Resolved:
Resolution 55/26
The Elbridge Town Board resolves to advertise hiring one part-time seasonal employee for the months of May through August for up to 26 hours per week at a rate of $18.00 per hour.

On a motion by Councilor Farrugia, seconded by Councilor Davis, the above resolution was ADOPTED.
(5) Ayes
(0) Nays

Some questions and concerns regarding this resolution are:
· Coverage for a 30 minute lunch
· Whether or not the Town is actually saving money on the Trash program with hiring this person.  What would the cost benefit be.  
· Safety when unlocked that no one is “dumpster diving”
· To make sure that everyone that dumps has actually paid

Resolved:
Resolution 56/26
The Elbridge Town Board approves the purchase of one box of flags from the American Legion Post 317 at the cost of $150.00, to be placed in cemeteries as part of Memorial Day ceremonies

On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, the above resolution was ADOPTED.
(5) Ayes
(0) Nays


Resolved:
Resolution 57/26
The Elbridge Town Board resolves to authorize the Supervisor to enter into contract with Speedy’s Landscaping & Lawn Service for the 2026 season at a total fee of $12,000.

On a motion by Councilor Chilson, seconded by Councilor Platten, the above resolution was ADOPTED.
(5) Ayes
(0) Nays


Resolved:
Resolution 58/26
The Elbridge Town Board resolves to authorize the Supervisor to enter into contracts with Orkin for monthly year-round service for crawling pests, flies, rodents, and bees for the amount of $115.71 a month and for a seasonal service from March to October to apply a bird repellant to the pavilion for $82.65 a month.

On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, the above resolution was ADOPTED.
(5) Ayes
(0) Nays


Resolved:
Resolution 59/26
The Town Board of the Town of Elbridge does hereby authorize the Supervisor to issue a Request for Proposals (RFP) for those Town insurance policies that are expiring in 2026, in accordance with the Town’s Procurement Policy.


On a motion by Councilor Farrugia, seconded by Councilor Davis, the above resolution was ADOPTED.
(5) Ayes
(0) Nays



COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Councilor Chilson:
	Seniors/Recreation/JET - 

	Saint Patrick’s day party was a success, over 50 in attendance.

	Starting plans for the summer musical. Will be held at the school, building use form has already been submitted and approved.

	Rec is in full swing with spring sports, Baseball, Softball, and Lacrosse all getting ready to start. 

	
Veterans - 

	Sue has received a couple orders for tribute banners.

	Town of Elbridge website has been updated with her information.

	She is working with a Girl Scout that is trying to earn her "honoring our veterans" patch. She has a link on the town website under the Veterans page with discounts and coupons for veterans. Anything from clothing, to travel, there's over 100 discounts and coupons.

	

	Justice/Courts-
JCAP Grant was received as indicated prior, but the amount was incorrect.  That issue is being remedied.  Brenda is still in the process of expending the grant per its’ stipulations.

Councilor Farrugia:
Assessing Office:
· Revaluation values are at 90%.  Assessors have gone back and forth with NYS on trying to keep this as high as possible.  NYS comes up with this, not the assessor’s office.  This number is based on sales that have taken place in the town from July 1 of 2024 through June 30 of 2025.  The office researches each sale to see if it is a qualified sale or not qualified along with any condition type issues.  
Highway Report:
	- Still brushing and clean up from winter storms.
Animal Control:
	-SPCA contract has been signed and payments will be mailed shortly. There has been no 
              action in the town as of yet.  Councilor Platten asked if SPCA can send us monthly   
              reports to keep us posted on any issues.  Joe will contact them and see.
Building and Grounds:
	 -Plans are the Highway Department will continue to clean and paint the Town Center as    
               time permits.
	 - Pickleball nets will go up sometime next week.
Technology:
	-Microsoft 365 update is complete just a few issue but mostly corrected. All departments 
             are active except for the Historian and his associate, also the computer in the highway 
             garage. The Historian’s will be complete on Tuesday and the highway sometime in the 
             future as that computer is seldom used.                                                     
	 -Possible new Phone System still pending we have to revisit the proposal, if interested,     
              for the 2027 budget.

	-TextMyGov, is still a good tool, Teegan came back with a better proposal but still very 
             expensive. I told Teegan that we have tabled it until budget season comes, September or 
             October and he will reach out at that time and we can make a better informed decision.


	Councilor Platten:
Planning 
· Fey property and adjacent cemetery are working on correcting drainage issues.  An easement will most likely be needed to correct this.
· Vern Richardson’s subdivision was approved
· Stone Island Fikes/Rte 5 was approved
· Wildowood – to avoid confusion on steps to take, Nadine will discuss with Joe Frateschi when he calls her as to what steps need to be taken so this can become a much smoother process for all involved.
Environmental Commission 
· Tree give away program is up and running on the website.  This is the 5th annual and will most likely be another success.  Should get your orders in now before they are gone.
Joint Water System Project
· Pumping stations are having a material supply issue.  Looking at June/July completion now.
· Fencing at the Hamilton Road tank – waiting on pricing
· Contract #1 is at 78% complete; Contract #2 is at 73% complete.
· Pushing to get all main work done this year; especially before Memorial Day parade.
· Jordan Road tank has major issues with leak.  Currently it has been plugged, but it will definitely need to be fixed.  Temporary fix is looking at approximately $500,000.00 that would probably only last a year – a more long term fix (20 years or more) would cost approximately $1.3 million.  A grant will most likely need to be issued to start work on this.
· Need to set up IMA committee meetings.  Board needs to select a town representative; as well as an elected official to sit on this.

Councilor Davis:
Town Historian – Jason Parkman
• Jason rec’d QR code for the R S & E trolley.
• Working on quotes for fixing the damaged Interpretive sign for the Lincoln’s Train
• Upcoming volunteers needed – cleaning of stone at Quince Street cemetery April 11th.
• Agreement made between Town Historian and Village of Jordan Historian regarding
Quince Street cemetery – Jason will run cleaning on Aprill 11 supplies by town of
Elbridge, Elaine will review what is still needed to be completed prior to event.
• National Historical Marker Day – Elaine will do village of Jordan and Jason will take care
of Village of Elbridge and the rest of the town.
• Meeting tentatively planned with liaison with each municipality, Mayors, & Supervisors
for March 25th
Cemeteries –
• Nothing from Scott Miller
• Note from Rural Cemetery – to Planning board with concerns, they were at planning
board meeting and will be back again at the next meeting.
• National cemetery cleaning day – April 25th – Maple Grove Cemetery, Rural cemetery RT
5 is participating looking for all volunteers – starting at 10am
Insurance –
• CJ Graham –Brown & Brown
o Responses from Brown & Brown regarding employee handbooks were sent to all
town board members.
• Diane Stahl – Haylor, Freyer and coon
 Reaching out for Recreational insurance as this insurance expires
04/30/26.  Resolution passed to send out bids for insurance renewals 
 Recreational insurance for 25-26 was $4295.00.
• Bill Street - Eastern Shores
 Just new endorsement for the new loader was sent to town office, nothing
due at this time.
• Ryan Yamini – One Group
 Meet with Ryan and they are a one-stop shop, they can handle all our
insurance and are willing to give quotes for whatever we need.
• NYMIR –
o Sorry I missed the free clinic on the 17th my fault however new email says we
have till end of April, and it is free in their learning resources.
 Will work with Ken to make sure everyone has access.
Zoning –
• Wildwood – Went to planning board meeting – Joe said he was going to reach out to
Nadine to see what needs to be done on his end.
o Howard reviewed some of the things that Wildwood has done without board
approval as well as his thoughts and planning board gave theirs.
o Next Big event April 25th a sportsman flea market event
• Outside request from O’Shaughnessy PHD student at NY University- Thank you to
everyone who helped with this.  Patty has responded back to her.
Uniform Building Codes
• Howard forwarded monthly reports to each of us on 3/2/26.
o Spring is coming, what about all the yards, junk, hotel, Sandbank Road? Others?
Other
• Idea – Binder for town councilors in the office that would have meeting agendas &
minutes, contracts, or notes on contracts, as well as 2026 Budget codes. Would make it
easier to look up and cross reference vouchers for approval.
• School Budget proposal voted on by school board on 3/18/26 with a 1.7% tax increase.
• School metal detectors to go in sometime after May 2026
· Lockdown procedures?  She will reach out to Eastern Shores


	

	


MONTHLY REPORTS ON FILE:  February Supervisor Report

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  
Doug Blumer
· Comprehensive Plan update?  Ken explained that Aaron is coming in front of each municipality soon.
· Regarding Trash program and hiring a part time person.  He feels it would help deter people who just drive through and not stop to pay.
· Question on exemption for properties if buying before 3/1 – will that fee be pro-rated?  Joe explained yes.
· Thruway construction to begin again between Weedsport and Syracuse.  He would like to see a conduit put underneath the thruway for water lines in the future.  This would be the time to do it and save money.
Rylan Streeter (Boy Scout)
· Would like to look into the bird issue at pavilion for an Eagle Scout badge.  
Ken Bush 
· Would like to thank the Boy Scouts for coming to the Board Meeting and hoped they learned and took away some good information.


ADJOURNMENT:  Motion by Councilor Platten and seconded by Councilor Farrugia to adjourn regular meeting at 8:12 PM
(5) Ayes
(0) Nays

NEXT MEETING: The Elbridge Town Board will hold their next meeting on April 2, 2026.


Submitted,

Patti Cooper
Elbridge Town Clerk
