TOWN OF ELBRIDGE
TOWN BOARD MEETING
April 2, 2026


Minutes for the April 2, 2026 meeting, held by the Elbridge Town Board, Supervisor Bush called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and led the Pledge of Allegiance.


PRESENT:				Kenneth Bush III, Supervisor
					Todd Platten, Councilor
					Mary Jo Davis, Councilor
					Joe Farrugia, Councilor

ABSENT:				Jeremy Chilson, Councilor


RECORDING SECRETARY:	Patti Cooper, Town Clerk


OTHERS PRESENT:   Attorney Paul Smyth, Maureen Doyle, Michael Doyle, Rob Hill, Barbara Marshall, Aaron McKeon, Ally Spongr DeGon, Nikita Jankowski 


ADOPT MINUTES: On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Davis, the minutes from March 19, 2026 were unanimously entered into record.
(4) Ayes
(0) Nays
 
GUESTS:
· Aaron McKeon – Spoke on the Comprehensive Plan Update. Supervisor Bush and Aaron will communicate and come up with some dates for a possible public hearing with a presentation.  Would need to have more publicity for this prior.  Supervisor Bush also stated he would talk to Mayor Decola; as well as Mayor Brim to see where the Villages stand on this.
· Ally Spongr DeGon & Nikita Jankowski spoke on the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad Byway.  When finished, will be a 550 mile route from Manhattan to Albany to Auburn onto Niagara Falls.  They would like the Town to adopt a resolution of Support for this Byway which will be going through Town of Elbridge Route 5 during Phase 2.  Supervisor Bush will review with Board and let them know.

COMMUNICATIONS:  None

OLD BUSINESS:  Currently we have not received any applications for the summer job posted for $18.00/hour.  This is for someone to oversee the Summer Trash Program.  Town Clerk will send this notification to the  High School to see if they have any 18 year olds that may be interested.

NEW BUSINESS:

Resolved:
Resolution 60/26
The Elbridge Town Board resolves to authorize the Town Supervisor to submit the Community Development Block Grant Application.

RESOLVED: 
On a motion by Councilor Farrugia, seconded by Councilor Davis, the above resolution was ADOPTED.
(4) Ayes
(0) Nays


Resolved:
Resolution 61/26
The Elbridge Town Board resolves to call a public hearing on April 16, 2026 at 7:00 PM 5 Route 31, Jordan, NY, for comment on the Community Development 5 year plan.

RESOLVED: 
On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, the above resolution was ADOPTED.
(4) Ayes
(0) Nays


Resolution 62/26
The Elbridge Town Board resolves to approve the Title VI Plan for the JET Program. 
· Motion was passed since the Title VI Plan was already approved by DOT, so long as clerical typos are corrected – ok with Attorney Paul Smyth and Joe Patrick.

RESOLVED: 
On a motion by Councilor Farrugia, seconded by Councilor Platten, the above resolution was ADOPTED.
(4) Ayes
(0) Nays


TABLED – Councilor Farrugia to contact other Pest Control companies to see about getting other quotes first.
Resolved:
Resolution 63/26
The Elbridge Town Board resolves to contract with Orkin Pet Removal to treat the box elder bugs, and similar pests such as stink bugs for four times, April, August, September, and October for a total of $460.


Resolved:
Resolution 64/26
TOWN OF ELBRIDGE
LOCAL LAW NO. 2 OF 2026
A LOCAL LAW TO AMEND CHAPTER 265 (“ZONING”) OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF ELBRIDGE TO PROHIBIT TIER TWO AND LARGER BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEMS

Be it enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Elbridge as follows:
SECTION 1.	AUTHORITY
	This Battery Energy Storage System Law is adopted pursuant to Article IX of the New York State Constitution, § 2(c)(6) and (10), New York Statute of Local Governments, § 10 (1) and (7); § 261-263 of the Town Law and § 10 of the Municipal Home Rule Law of the State of New York.
SECTION 2.	PURPOSE & INTENT.
This Battery Energy Storage System Law is adopted to advance and protect the public health, safety, welfare, and quality of life of the Town of Elbridge by banning the installation and use of certain battery energy storage systems withing town boundaries.  The Town Board has recognized and acknowledged the Town needs to study and analyze many considerations that affect the preparation of local legislation to regulate battery energy storage systems.  Thereafter, the Town has carefully and diligently studied regulations that would address the establishment, placement, construction, enlargement, and erection of Battery Energy Storage Systems and balanced these objectives with potential land use regulations for provisions to specifically regulate the same.  Included in these considerations is the likelihood of chemical and electrical fires which connect into such systems and the inability of the Town and its fire responses to adhere to these issues in a satisfactory and safe manner given the availability of equipment, resources, and training.  Upon reflection of these risks and harms, the Town Board has determined that prohibiting the establishment, placement, installation, construction, and erection of certain battery energy storage systems town-wide is in the best interests of the Town.
SECTION 3. 	AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 265 (“ZONING”) TO ADD NEW A NEW ARTICLE XIX (“BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEMS”)
	Chapter 265 (“Zoning”) of the Code of the Town of Elbridge, is hereby amended to add a new Article XIX titled “Battery Energy Storage Systems” so that it reads in its entirety as follows:
“§ 265-108 Definitions.
“BATTERY (IES) -- A single cell or a group of cells connected together electrically in series, in parallel, or a combination of both, which can charge, discharge, and store energy electrochemically. For the purposes of this law, batteries utilized in consumer products are excluded from these requirements. 

BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM -- A rechargeable energy storage system consisting of electrochemical storage batteries, battery chargers, controls, power conditioning systems and associated electrical equipment designed to store energy to supply electrical energy at a future time, not to include a stand-alone 12-volt car battery or an electric motor vehicle. A battery energy storage system is classified as a Tier 1 or Tier 2 Battery Energy Storage System as follows: 

A. Tier 1 Battery Energy Storage Systems have an aggregate energy capacity less than or equal to 600kWh and, if in a room, contained, or enclosed area, consist of only a single energy storage system technology. 

B. Tier 2 Battery Energy Storage Systems have an aggregate energy capacity greater than 600kWh or are comprised of more than one storage battery technology in a room, contained, or enclosed area. 

CELL -- The basic electrochemical unit, characterized by an anode and a cathode, used to receive, store, and deliver electrical energy.

§ 265-109 Prohibition of Tier 2 Battery Energy Storage Systems and larger.

To protect public health and safety, and the aesthetic quality of the Town, the establishment, placement, construction, enlargement, and erection of Tier 2 Battery Energy Storage Systems and larger are hereby prohibited, regardless of their inclusion in a commercial solar or wind energy system or as a standalone system.”
SECTION 4.	AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 265 (“ZONING”) TO REPEAL THE EXISTING § 265-66(F) AND REPLACE IT IN ITS ENTIRETY
	Chapter 265, Article X, Section 265-66, Subsection F of the Code of the Town of Elbridge, regarding the installation and maintenance of battery energy storage systems, is hereby amended so that it reads in its entirety as follows:
“F. The application for any solar energy system shall specifically recite the use or nonuse of solar storage batteries, their placement, capacity, and compliance with all existing New York State and federal rules and regulations. If solar storage batteries are included as part of the solar energy system, they must be placed in a secure container or enclosure meeting the requirements of the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code when in use and when no longer used shall be disposed of in accordance with the laws and regulations of the Town and other applicable laws and regulations. Pursuant to Chapter 265, Article XIX, Section § 265-109 of the Code of the Town of Elbridge, the establishment, placement, construction, enlargement, and erection of Tier 2 Battery Energy Storage Systems and larger are hereby prohibited, regardless of their inclusion in a commercial solar energy system or as a standalone system.”


SECTION 5.	ENFORCEMENT.
Any violation of Local Law No. 2 of 2026 shall be subject to the same enforcement requirements, including the civil and criminal penalties provided for in the zoning or land use regulations of the Town of Elbridge.
[bookmark: _Hlk149815688]SECTION 6.	SEVERABILITY.
	The invalidity or unenforceability of any section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, provision, or phrase of the aforementioned sections, as declared by the valid judgment of any court of competent jurisdiction to be unconstitutional, shall not affect the validity or enforceability of any other section, subsection, paragraph, sentence, clause, provision, or phrase, which shall remain in full force and effect.
SECTION 7.	EFFECTIVE DATE.
This Local Law shall be effective upon its filing with the New York Secretary of State.
RESOLVED: 
On a motion by Supervisor Bush, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, the above resolution was ADOPTED.
(4) Ayes
(0) Nays


COMMITTEE REPORTS:
· Joe Patrick spoke on behalf of Councilor Chilson in his absence regarding the Recreation and Senior programs.  Summer sports teams are all set.  Summer Musical is going good.  Lancaster Trip turns out to be a little more expense by approximately 30%.  Will most likely cancel a late summer trip that was originally planned to make up for this.  Community Center weekends are mainly booked for rentals and the Pickleball courts are very active.
· Councilor Farrugia stated that the Assessors have started their 2 extra hours/week through April to help with get caught up during this time of year.  Highway continues their Spring cleaning/repairs and fixing lawns from plow damage.  Technology all good.  There was an interaction with Sarah (Deputy Town Clerk) and an employee at SPCA over the phone.  He was very abrupt and rude.  Joe will follow up on this and get back.
· Councilor Platten updated on the Water project regarding Contracts 1 & 2.  Environmental Committee tree give-a-way has sold out.  Wildwood submitted a revised application.  Howard has the complete new site plan and they should be at the next Planning Board meeting.


· Councilor Davis  
Town Historian – Jason Parkman 
· Upcoming volunteers needed – cleaning of stone at Quince Street cemetery April 11th.
· National Historical Marker Day April 25th – Volunteers needed & welcomed please reach out to Jason Parkman
· 3/31- rec’d notice from Jason regarding being approached for an Eagle Scout project.  Carissa Stone would like to do a mapping and headstone reading project at Redman Cemetery.  More information to come. 
Cemeteries – 
· National cemetery cleaning day – April 25th – Maple Grove Cemetery, Rural cemetery RT 5 is participating looking for all volunteers – starting at 10am – all help appreciated. 
· Contract from Scott Miller rec’d at last board meeting $12000.00 for the season
Insurance – 
· Recreation policy is up 04/30/26 – Ken was an RFP put out?  Should we renew with Haylor Freyor and Coon for this year, but include in our RFP for all types of insurance that we are looking for?  On 4/2 a new insurance form was received.  Councilor Davis forwarded it onto Joe Patrick to fill out and then for Supervisor Bush to sign.
· CJ Graham –Brown & Brown 
· Diane Stahl – Haylor, Freyer and coon
· Received application for renewal.   Needs to be returned by 04/12/26
· Bill Street - Eastern Shores
· Ryan Yamini – One Group
· NYMIR – 
· 3/31 - Forwarded Patty the sexual harassment webinar training link 
· Cyber Security Webinar April 8th 9am link sent to board and Patty.

Zoning – 
· Wildwood –  
· Update from Nadine?  From Joe?  Planning board
· Next Big event April 25th a sportsman flea market event



Uniform Building Codes
· Howard forwarded monthly reports to each of us on 3/30/26
· Spring is coming
· What is on Howards Plan
· Peru Road
· Sandbank Road
· Kester Homestead
· Wildwood
· Munro House
· Motel on route 5  (Howard would like to know  how the Board would like him to proceed with this one)

MONTHLY REPORTS ON FILE:  Highway Report, Senior/Recreation Report, Codes Report

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  
· Rob Hill spoke about the Elbridge Rural Cemetery and the issues with the water drainage they are having from the new site plans going in that are next to it.

ADJOURNMENT:  Motion by Councilor Platten and seconded by Councilor Farrugia to adjourn regular meeting at 8:46 PM
(4) Ayes
(0) Nays

NEXT MEETING: The Elbridge Town Board will hold their next meeting on April 16, 2026


Submitted,

Patti Cooper
Elbridge Town Clerk
