TOWN OF ELBRIDGE

TOWN BOARD MEETING
September 26, 2024

Public Hearings and minutes for the September 26, 2024 meeting, held by the Elbridge Town Board. Supervisor Richardson called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PRESENT:                                     Vernon Richardson, Supervisor

                                                         Doug Blumer, Councilor


                                             Floyd Duger, Councilor

                                                         Todd Platten, Councilor

                                                         Mike Caron, Councilor

RECORDING SECRETARY:     Danielle Karlik, Town Clerk

OTHERS PRESENT:                   Town Attorney Joe Frateschi (7:09), Deputy Town Clerk Deb Blasko, Mary Jo Davis, Eric Howard, Ruth Kinch, David Jewell, Casey Brim, Ed & Karen Karlik, Carl Gilmore
PUBLIC HEARING #1:

On August 22, 2024 the Elbridge Town Board proposed Local law 2024-1 amending Article 1 of Chapter 247 entitled “Taxation” that increased the income limits for the Senior Citizen Property Tax Exemption. A Public Hearing was called for September 26, 2024 at 7:00 PM, and notice posted, to hear any persons for or against this proposed Local Law.
Supervisor Richardson:  Does anyone wish to speak in favor of this proposal? Ruth Kinch expressed her like for this proposed increase.
Supervisor Richardson:  Does anyone wish to speak against this proposal? Ed Karlik addressed the Board asking why the limit was not raised to the same increase to the maximum allowed limit. Councilor Blumer stated the Town cannot legally go as high as the County, but the reason the Town did not go to the maximum limit was not to put a bigger burden on the rest of the taxpayers. Mr. Karlik felt that the recent raise to property assessments was a negative effect, and not allowing the full maximum exemption limit was another negative to senior citizens. Councilor Platten explained the Town does not know how many seniors will now be able to take the exemption and how this will affect the rest to make up the difference. The thought was to go midway, and then be able to increase the maximum in the future. Further discussion ensued. 
PUBLIC HEARING #2:

On September 12, 2024 the Elbridge Town Board called for a Public Hearing to be held at the Municipal Town Building located at 5 Route 31, Jordan, NY at 7:00 PM. 
Notice was hereby given that the Town Board of the Town of Elbridge has reviewed the Tentative Budget and will hold a Public Hearing commencing at 7:00 PM on the 26th day of September, 2024, and that at such hearing any persons may be heard in favor of or against the proposed tentative Budget as compiled, or speak for or against any item or items therein contained.

Supervisor Richardson:  Does anyone wish to speak in favor of this proposal? None
Supervisor Richardson:  Does anyone wish to speak against this proposal? None
ADOPT MINUTES:  On a motion by Councilor Duger, seconded by Councilor Caron, the minutes from September 12, 2024 were unanimously entered into record. 
MOTION TO PAY BILLS: On a motion by Councilor Caron, seconded by Councilor Blumer, General Bills Abstract #09, Vouchers #377-411, in the amount of $78,829.61 were ordered paid, and Highway Bills, Abstract #09, Vouchers #1145-1163, in the amount of $37,882.48 were ordered paid with a total disbursement of $116,712.09, by a vote of 4 (Caron, Duger, Blumer, Richardson), and1 abstention (Platten).

COMMUNICATIONS:  Verizon will need a decision on the change of contract by October 15, 2024.  After further discussion Attorney Frateschi will look into the language of the contract, and the topic was tabled until the October 10th Town Board meeting. 
OLD BUSINESS:
· CEC Grant – no update.
· Comprehensive Plan – no update.
· CNYSPCA point of contact and redemption fee – Councilor Platten has left multiple messages. No new information at this time. 
· Hazard Mitigation – all information has been submitted, and the County will get back to the Town.
· Haulers Licenses – Attorney Frateschi will have an updated Local Law with a flat fee and possible fee adjustments for the October 10th Board meeting. 
· Trash on Kingston – this issue has been resolved.
NEW BUSINESS:

· Merger of Village Jordan archives with Town of Elbridge archives is in the preliminary stages with representative from the three municipality boards, and locating a new location.
· Speed limit reduction on Hamilton Road by the high school. Mr. Karlik addressed the Board about the amount of cars speeding in this location, the lack of policing, and the danger it imposes. Discussion took place, and the Board will look into this with the County, school Superintendent, and Sherriff’s department.

RESOLUTION:

On a motion by Councilor Blumer, seconded by Councilor Duger, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
5 AYES   Richardson Blumer Duger Platten Caron



0 NAYS     

Resolution 105/24
The Elbridge Town Board resolves to hold Public Hearing to hear any persons for or against Local Law 2024-3 amending Chapter 218 entitled “Solid Waste” of the Elbridge Town Code on October 24, 2024 at 7:00 PM.
On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Duger, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
5 AYES   Richardson Blumer Duger Platten Caron



0 NAYS     

Resolution 106/24
The Town Board of the Town of Elbridge, County of Onondaga, State of New York, shall hold a Public Hearing on said proposed Local Law 2024 - 2, Amending Article V of Chapter 247 (“Taxation””) to override the tax levy limit established by General Municipal Law Section 3-c (the “Property Tax Cap”); and that such Hearing shall be held at the Town Hall of the Town of Elbridge, located at 5 Rt. 31, Village of Jordan, County of Onondaga, State of New York, New York, on October 10, 2024 at 7:00 p.m.

On a motion by Councilor Caron, seconded by Councilor Platten, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
5 AYES   Richardson Blumer Duger Platten Caron



0 NAYS     

Resolution 107/24
WHEREAS, the State Legislature has passed, and Governor Hochul has signed legislation that authorizes municipalities to increase the income limits for the Senior Citizen Tax Exemption pursuant to Section 467 of the Real Property Tax Law;

WHEREAS, a Local Law has been introduced before the Board, to wit:  Local Law No. 2024 - 1, amending Chapter 247 of the Town Code entitled “Taxation” as follows:

LOCAL LAW 2024 -1, A LOCAL LAW AMENDING ARTICLE I OF CHAPTER 247 ENTITELD “TAXATION” THAT INCREASES THE INCOME LIMITS FOR THE SENIOR CITIZEN PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION: 

Be it enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Elbridge, Onondaga County, New York as follows:

Section 1.
Article III, Section 247-12 of Chapter 247 of the Town Code is amended as follows:

§247-12 Maximum income eligibility levels.
New York Real Property Tax Law § 467 has been amended to authorize municipalities to establish the maximum income eligibility levels for the exemption for persons 65 years of age or over from its current level to $30,400 $42,500.00 in accordance with the following schedule:

	Exemption
	Income Limits

	50%
	$22,000

	45%
	$23,000

	40%
	$24,000

	33%
	$25,000

	30%
	$25,900

	25%
	$26,800

	20%
	$27,700

	15%
	$28,600

	10%
	$29,500

	5%
	$30,400


Annual Income









Percentage Assessed Valuation Exempt from Taxation

$33,499 or less










50%

$33,500-$34,499










45%

$34,500 - $35,499









40%

$35,500 - $36,499









35%

$36,500 - $37,499









30%

$37,500- $38,499










25%

$38,500 - $39,499









20%

$39,500 - $40,499









15%

$40,500-$41,499










10%

$41,500 - $42,500         








5%

Strikeout – removed language

Underline – new language

Section 2.
This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing in the office of the New York State Secretary of State in accordance with section 27 of the Municipal Home Rule Law.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Local Law 2024-1 is hereby approved and enacted; and be it further 
RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is directed to file Local Law 2024-1 with the Secretary of State within 20 days of the date set forth herein.
On a motion by Councilor Blumer, seconded by Councilor Duger, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
5 AYES   Richardson Blumer Duger Platten Caron



0 NAYS     

Resolution 108/24
The Elbridge Town Board, having reviewed the 2025 Tentative Budget, held a Public Hearing to hear those for or against, and having noted changes deemed necessary on said budget, approves the 2025 Tentative Budget and adopts it as the 2025 Preliminary Budget.  
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilor Duger:  Highway Superintendent White has been in training this week, will return next week.
Recreation will hold a soccer mini season with 40 participants. 
The County will be providing flu shots at the Senior Center this year. On October 8th, John Mannion will attend a luncheon. These political figures are coming to luncheons by their own request, not that of the center. A mammography van will be at the center on December 17th, 2024, from 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM. A one-day trip will be held for the senior program participants will see the Lion King and Lights on the Lake in December. 
Councilor Blumer:  No Planning Board meeting this month. Nothing to report.
Councilor Caron:  Nothing to report on insurance. 
There are still areas of the Town that Verizon has not reached. 
Water is moving along. Joint Board meetings will begin in October.
Councilor Platten:  There was some concerns from a resident on Eno Road, regarding incorrect assessment. Councilor Platten talked with the owner and Don Weber at the County. Assessor Garner will need to make the changes before October 2nd.
Environmental Commission has sent minutes from previous meeting. They are looking to put up signage for the native garden in the canal, they have the budget for this. Councilor Platten has suggested they speak with the Mayor of Jordan to discuss this. They are also looking at adding a new member, and will send in a letter of interest for approval. 
Supervisor Richardson:  A presentation was held for the 175th anniversary for a house at 5677 Valley Drive, with attendees by the Town Supervisor, Historian, County Legislator Ken Bush Jr., and State Senator Rachel May. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On a motion by Councilor Caron, seconded by Councilor Platten, the Elbridge Town Board entered into Executive Session at 7:44 PM to discuss imminent and labor contracts, and personal matters.
Attorney Frateschi recorded minutes.

9:16 P.M. – Councilor Blumer made a motion to leave Executive Session, seconded by Councilor Caron.  Supervisor Richardson put the motion to a vote.  Passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT:

9:17 P.M. – Councilor Blumer made a motion to adjourn.  Councilor Duger seconded the motion.  Supervisor Richardson put the motion to a vote.  Passed unanimously.

Submitted,

Danielle Karlik, Town Clerk
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