TOWN OF ELBRIDGE

TOWN BOARD MEETING

August 28, 2025


Minutes for the August 28, 2025 Elbridge Town Board meeting, held at the Town of Elbridge Route 5, Jordan NY. Supervisor Richardson called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

PRESENT:                                     Vern Richardson, Supervisor

                                                         Doug Blumer, Deputy Supervisor

                                                         Joe Farrugia, Councilor

                                             Todd Platten, Councilor

ABSENT:                                        Mike Caron, Councilor
RECORDING SECRETARY:     Danielle Karlik, Town Clerk

OTHERS PRESENT:  Attorney Joe Frateschi, Codes Officer Howard Tanner, Deputy Clerk Deb Blasko, McKensey Minnig, Louis McIntyre, Mary Jo Davis, Mike Weirs, Gabe Rosetti, Ruth Kinch
ADOPT MINUTES:  On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, minutes from July 24, 2025 were unanimously entered into record.
On a motion by Councilor Farrugia, seconded by Councilor Blumer, minutes for the August 19, 2025 Joint Water Meeting were entered into record. Supervisor Richardson abstained.
MOTION TO PAY BILLS:  On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Blumer, General Bills Abstract #08, Vouchers #335-385, in the amount of $61,216.95 were ordered paid, and Highway Bills, Abstract #08, Vouchers #1128-1145, in the amount of $33,081.02 were unanimously ordered paid with a total disbursement of $94,297.97.
GUESTS: 

· Mike Weirs – Veterans program. Mr. Weirs has filed his letter of resignation with the Town Clerk. He would like to know the Boards thoughts on the program moving forward. Most newer veterans are briefed and familiar with available programs. It is felt that those from WWII, Korea and Vietnam are in need of information and support to navigate programs. Tribute banners are a daily duty for this position. Mr. Weirs would like to know where the Board stands with the program so that he can either close items out or fill in a new coordinator as soon as possible. 
OLD BUSINESS:
· The Veterans program will continue and advertising for a new coordinator will take place.
· Attorney Frateschi has contacted Dave Bottar from CNY Regional Planning and Development in regards to the Comprehensive Plan. Mr. Bottar will send an update soon.
· Attorney Frateschi is drafting an agreement between the Town of Elbridge, Quince Cemetery and the neighboring property for the removal of a tree in the cemetery. This agreement will be sent to Councilor Farrugia.

NEW BUSINESS:

· Transitioning the town website to a .gov website has been discussed with IT and the Town’s webmaster. Ms. Westby is looking for authorization from the Town Board to begin the process. Assistance is available for the change. Councilor Farrugia will follow up with the offers of assistance, IT and the webmaster. He inquired about email change overs. Attorney Frateschi said he was not aware of a requirement for .gov emails. Further discussion took place.
· Councilor Blumer expressed concerns coming from residents and the Planning Board in regards to work being done on Route 5 without any site plans. Neighboring properties are concerned with drainage. The current Town Code has no regulations for moving dirt without a site plan. Updated legislation is needed. Further discussion too place. DEC is aware of the two properties discussed.
RESOLUTION:

On a motion by Supervisor Richardson, seconded by Councilor Platten, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
4 AYES Blumer Farrugia Platten Richardson


0 NAYS                        

Resolutions 80/25

The Elbridge Town Board agrees to advertise for the part-time position of Veterans Coordinator.

On a motion by Councilor Blumer, seconded by Councilor Platten, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
4 AYES Blumer Farrugia Platten Richardson


0 NAYS                        

Resolutions 81/25

The Elbridge Town Board authorizes the Town’s webmaster, Casey Westby, to initiate the process of converting the .com Town website to the required .gov website.

On a motion by Councilor Farrugia, seconded by Councilor Blumer, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
4 AYES Blumer Farrugia Platten Richardson


0 NAYS                        

Resolutions 82/25

The Elbridge Town Board resolves to utilize the remainder of the SLR funds, with the balance being funded out of Building and Grounds to hire Astroturf Corporation, as the sole source available, to paint and seal the pickle ball courts located at the JE Community Center for $7,842.00, and authorizes Supervisor Richardson to sign the approval letter related to this process.
On a motion by Councilor Blumer, seconded by Councilor Platten, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
4 AYES Blumer Farrugia Platten Richardson


0 NAYS                        

Resolutions 83/25
The Elbridge Town Board resolves to reimburse the purchase of up to 12 water meters for the Hartlot Water District (Hamilton & Crossett), at a cost of 302.56 per meter, after installation and submitted invoices.

On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
3 AYES Farrugia Platten Richardson



0 NAYS 
                        1 Abstention Blumer                       

Resolutions 84/25

The Elbridge Town Board accepts and agrees to submit the Reported Standard Work Day and reporting resolution for the appointed Town Board member, Douglas Blumer, to NYSLR.

On a motion by Councilor Blumer, seconded by Supervisor Richardson, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
3 AYES Blumer Platten Richardson



0 NAYS 
                        1 Abstention Farrugia                       

Resolutions 85/25

The Elbridge Town Board authorizes Supervisor Richardson to sign the agreement with the Weedsport Winter Wanderers for the 2025/2026 winter season.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilor Farrugia stated that the Highway Department is working with the Village of Jordan and paving on Canal Street. There are still concerns with the trash program and it will need to be discussed for future use. Also they have been working with EV Energy and Titan for the gas line and generator at the Community Center. The Highway may need to do some digging for a trench, but doesn’t foresee any issues.
The pickle ball court paving is completed. Removable nets are being considered, to facilitate longevity. The court will need to be sealed and painted. This cannot be done by the Highway Department. Astroturf Corporation out of Syracuse is able to do this 3-day process. Funding was discussed further at this time. The dedication for the courts is scheduled for October 2, 2025. Sr/Rec director has been busy with programing and doing a great job with both seniors and recreation. A list is available for senior program for the remainder of the 2025 year. 

The Planning Board has started the site plan work for DeMarco’s apartment building project, and reviewing the Kennedy property next to it for a multi pace storage space. The Hamilton House has been issued a temporary CO until the next Planning Board meeting.

Contract negotiations for Old Erie Ambulance are being discussed.

The environmental Commission will get vouchers in for the annual tree program by the end of the year. They would like to be more involved with the Planning Board, and have one or more members attend meeting to be more aware of what is taking place.
There are some water project issues. Drilling under Skaneateles creek is in process, possible claims may take place. Crossett Road missed line is causing some concern. The Village of Elbridge would like to know account balances for these districts. Councilor Platten and Supervisor Richardson would like to see their numbers. Water meter purchases and installation were discussed, once again. Reimbursements will happen as resolved with prior districts, resolution to follow. Further discussion took place in regards to Crossett Road District #2 waterline funding for additional line. 

There has been discussion of switching over to radio controlled water meters. Will these be compatible with what the Village of Jordan uses? It was the understanding that it was all to be one operational unit. 
RB Robinson will be finishing up shortly and Highlander will be moving to Jordan soon.  Barton and Logudice will replace the service line with the existing size, at the Elbridge Motel location. 

The Assessor has submitted a report. Everything is going great. Exemption liability was discussed and should be added to property bills that fall into this qualification. Are clean up fees added to bills? Codes Officer Tanner stated they are. There are grants available for assessing and should be looked into. Housing sales for the Town and Skaneateles are up by 21%. 
REPORTS ON FILE:  Highway, Supervisor, Assessing, Codes, Sr/Rec
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:

Mrs. Minnig inquired about the insurance questionnaire given at the July meeting. This is needed for future insurance quote. She would also like to know if advertising will be happening for her position. Supervisor Richardson said there would be. She is willing to work with the Board on the job description and what is expected moving forward. 

Codes Officer Tanner discussed a prior property in violation. The lawn maintenance has been rectified, but there are multiple un registered vehicles that will need to be addressed.

Mr. Rosetti inquired about the safety standards om Route 5 and Hamilton for the ongoing water project. He claims there are no signs, and it caused a mess at the intersection. He is not happy how Barton and Logudice has handled this. He also feels the number of inspectors is unacceptable. 
Mr. McIntyre expressed his hope that the community will use the pickle ball courts, his opinion on removable netting, as well as asked further question on water meters. 
Mrs. Davis gave the details for the upcoming Band shows at the high school on September 5th and 6th.
On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Blumer, the Elbridge Town Board unanimously moved into Executive Session for matters of litigation, contracts, and employee history discussions, at 8:40 PM. Attorney Frateschi recorded minutes for the remainder of the meeting. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:

10:09 P.M. – Councilor Blumer made a motion to leave Executive Session, seconded by Councilor Farrugia.  Supervisor Richardson put the motion to a vote.  Passed unanimously.

Resolutions 86/25

10:10 P.M. - Councilor Blumer made a motion to create the position of Bookkeeper/Supervisor’s Administrative Assistant with the job description on file with the Town Clerk and to advertise for the position for two weeks with an application deadline of Noon on October 3, 2025, seconded by Councilor Farrugia.  Supervisor Richardson put the motion to a vote.  Passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT:

10:11 P.M. – Councilor Blumer made a motion to adjourn.  Councilor Platten seconded the motion.  Supervisor Richardson put the motion to a vote.  Passed unanimously.

Respectfully,
Danielle Karlik

Elbridge Town Clerk
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