TOWN OF ELBRIDGE

TOWN BOARD MEETING

September 25, 2025


Minutes for the September 25, 2025 Town Board meeting. Supervisor Richardson called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PRESENT:                                    Vernon Richardson, Supervisor

                                                        Todd Platten, Councilor

                                                        Joe Farrugia, Councilor

                                                        Mike Caron, Councilor
ABSENT:                                       Doug Blumer, Councilor
RECORDING CLERK:               Danielle Karlik, Town Clerk

OTHERS PRESENT:  Attorney Amelia McLean-Robertson, Supervisor Secretary Rylie Breed, McKensey Minnig, Deputy Clerk Deb Blasko, Codes Officer Howard Tanner, Mary Jo Davis, Louis McIntyre, Matthew McCabe, Steven Napoli, Steve Walburger, Mary Jane Cowell, Dave Cowell, Maureen Doyle, Karyl Carter, Sue Hawker
PUBLIC HEARING:  On September 11, 2025 The Elbridge Town Board resolved to call for a Public Hearing at 5 Route 31 Jordan NY, at 7:00 PM to hear all persons for or 

against proposed LOCAL LAW 2025 - 3 FURTHER AMENDING CHAPTER 265 (“Zoning”), OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF ELBRIDGE. 
Supervisor Richardson:  Does anyone wish to speak in favor of this proposal?  None
Supervisor Richardson:  Does anyone wish to speak against this proposal?  None
MOTION TO PAY BILLS:  On a motion by Councilor Caron, seconded by Councilor Platten, General Bills Abstract #09, Vouchers #386-421, in the amount of $1,583,547.76 were ordered paid, and Highway Bills, Abstract #09, Vouchers #1146-1163, in the amount of $31,090.63 were unanimously ordered paid with a total disbursement of $1,614,638.39.

GUEST:  
· Maureen Doyle – Jordan Historical Society, gave the Board an informative report on the activities happening with the program. Mrs. Doyle listed the objectives of JHS: “to encourage the active participation in preserving and celebrating local traditions, and to build pride and awareness of the stories, people, and events that shaped our area.” She went on further to describe several events that have taken place in collaboration with JHS. JHS has been approved as a member of the CNY Library Resource Council. Digitizing grants have been made available to JHS. The website has added digitize items, and will continue to do so. Materials for sale were shown to the Board, including a drink bottle and a guidebook. Mrs. Doyle also discussed the JHS activity at the Fall Festival which was successful in passing out information and were gifted items for the museum. Set hours have been arranged for the museum as well as continuing to do private tours by reservation.  JHS continues to be involved with the school districts, and Onondaga County Parks. The Highway Department was thanked for their help in cleaning up historical areas. 
COMMUNICATIONS:  Several letters of interest have been received for the position of Veterans Coordinator. Supervisor Richardson and Coordinator Weirs will begin interviews soon.
OLD BUSINESS:
· Easement for Brutus/Village of Jordan sewer project was briefly discussed with no defined outcome.
· The pickelball court is going well. The posts are up and the coating will be done soon. It has been sealed. The October 2nd opening will still take place even though the court may not be usable, yet. 

· The generator for the Town Center has had the gas pipe placed. The Highway will need to dig a trench for electrical. The generator is scheduled to go in on October 20th. The grant criteria should be met without issue.

NEW BUSINESS:

· An email was received in regards to campaign signs and time limits. This becomes a free speech issue when on private property. Discussion took place. The Local Law should be revisited at a future date.
RESOLUTION:

On a motion by Councilor Caron, seconded by Councilor Platten, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
4 AYES Caron Farrugia Platten Richardson



0 NAYS                        

Resolutions 96/25
The Town of Elbridge resolves to hire Edward Reid Engineering pursuant to the terms set forth in that certain Letter of Intention dated September 18, 2025, on file in the Town Clerk’s office.
On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
4 AYES Caron Farrugia Platten Richardson



0 NAYS                        

Resolutions 97/25

WHEREAS:  the Town Board received the Tentative Budget on September 25, 2025, now

BE IT RESOLVED:  that a Public Hearing will be held on October 23, 2025 at 7:00 PM at the Town Municipal Building, 5 Route 31, Jordan to hear any persons for or against the proposed 2025 Preliminary Town Budget. The Clerk will have a notice published in the official newspaper of the Town at least five days prior to said Hearing, and it is

FURTHER RESOLVED:  that the legal notice include the yearly salaries of the following officers:  Supervisor, Highways Superintendent, Councilors (4), Town Clerk, and Justices (2).

On a motion by Councilor Caron, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
4 AYES Richardson Farrugia Platten Caron



0 NAYS

Resolution 98/25
The Elbridge Town Board hereby issues a negative declaration after reviewing the State Environmental Quality Review for Local Law 2025-3.

On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
4 AYES Caron Farrugia Platten Richardson



0 NAYS                        

Resolutions 99/25

WHEREAS, the Town of Elbridge desires to clarify which development activities trigger site plan review, and;


WHEREAS, LOCAL LAW 2025 - 3 FURTHER AMENDING CHAPTER 265 (“Zoning”), OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF ELBRIDGE has been introduced before the Board, a public hearing advertised and held to hear all persons for or against;

BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Town Board of the Town of Elbridge, County of Onondaga, State of New York, as follows:

LOCAL LAW 2025 - 3 FURTHER AMENDING CHAPTER 265 (“Zoning”), OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF ELBRIDGE

Section 1.
That Chapter 265-80, entitled “Site plan review”, Paragraph (C) of the Code of the Town of Elbridge is amended as follows: 
§265-80 Site plan review
(C)    Site plan review shall be required in the following instances:

(1)   Change of use;

(2)  When a building or structure is to be erected;

(3)  When a building or structure is to be altered such that its footprint or its facade is altered;

(4)   When vehicular movement, vehicular parking or a pedestrian walkway is altered;

(5)   When surface water drainage is altered;

(6)   When exterior lighting is installed or altered;

(7)   When designed landscaping is installed or altered;

(8)   When grading activity occurs




Section 2.
That Chapter 265-106, entitled “Penalties” of the Code of the Town of Elbridge is amended as follows:

§ 265-106 Penalties.

Any person or entity acting in violation of the provisions of this article shall be guilty of an offense punishable by a fine not to exceed $250 $500 for a first offense, $1,000 for a second offense or imprisonment of not more than 15 days, or both. Each day of continuance of a violation shall be considered a separate offense. In addition to such penalties, the Town of Elbridge may enforce this article by injunction and/or such other appropriate civil remedies as may be available.

Strikeout – removed language

Underline – new language

Section 3.
This local law shall take effect upon the filing with the Secretary of State.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Local Law 2025- 3 is hereby approved and enacted; and be it further 
RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is directed to file Local Law 2025- 3 with the Secretary of State within 20 days of the date set forth herein.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Councilor Caron stated everything seems good with insurance. He sent photos of the tree stump at the Quince cemetery, it went well and did not need to access the neighbor’s property. Mowing is done for the season, and there are no issues with animal control.
Councilor Platten met with the Environmental Commission and they would like to have a larger footprint on the Town website. He read a letter from the Commission. Traci Resch volunteered her email for a contact. He has also received a report from the Assessor, which was read out loud and is on file. They are busy with inquiries, exemptions, new construction permits, corrections, and having the website updated.
Councilor Platten and Supervisor Richardson attended a meeting with the Village of Elbridge, in regards to the waterline at the Elbridge Motel property. The line was broken and repaired. The owner will need to apply to be placed in the water district. Contractors are working in the Village of Jordan.

Councilor Farrugia stated the changeover to a .gov site is moving forward. 
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  Matthew McCabe addressed the Board with his concerns about the finical responsibility with the Jordan Historical Society and the Town of Elbridge. He stated several concerns in regards to how the JHS is being finically managed, it’s election process, and its membership. He would like the Board to consider pulling any funding until actions have been taken to rectify issues and ask for accountability on how the given funds are being utilized. He would also like the current president of JHS to step down and elections to be held. 
Louis McIntyre inquired about the water valve on the corner of South Hamilton and Lawrence Street. This area was not in the original water plan. Councilor Platten will look into this. 

Mary Jo Davis asked the following questions:

1. Will the current payroll system support the change of salaried employees to hourly, or will an upgrade be needed?

2. Will a time clock system be purchased and will it be a manual or an app for employees to download?

3. Is the new timekeeping system budgeted for?

4. Did the Highway Superintendent’s salary increase after the initial budget meeting?

5. Have the Fire and emergency service figures been calculated, when will they be added to the preliminary and can they be broken down by service departments?

6. When are contracts up for each service?

7. Why did the Supervisor’s salary not increase when most other’s did?

The Town Clerk will submit these questions to the Supervisor. 
On the motion by Councilor Farrugia, seconded by Councilor Caron, the Elbridge Town Board entered into Executive Session to discuss litigation matters, at 7:59 PM. Attorney McLean-Robertson agreed to take minutes for the reminder of the meeting.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
At 8:49 Todd Platten moved to end executive session, seconded by Mike Carron, approved unanimously by the Board.

Once reconvening open session, the following resolution was made:

Resolutions 100/25

Be it resolved that the Town Board authorizes an amendment to its engagement letter with Harris Beach Murtha Culina, PLLC, to include code enforcement matters.

Be it further resolved that the Town Board authorizes action in New York Supreme Court to remedy code enforcement matters against Belden Properties LLC, for matters at the property located at 1134 State Route 5, Elbridge New York, 13060, subject to final approval of Howard Tanner.

This was moved by T. Platten, seconded by J. Farrugia, and approved unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT:

At 8:51 Todd Platten moved to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Mike Carron, approved unanimously by the Board.

Submitted;

Danielle Karlik

Elbridge Town Clerk
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