TOWN OF ELBRIDGE

TOWN BOARD MEETING
September 22, 2022

Minutes for the second monthly meeting of September, by the Elbridge Town Board, held on September 22, 2022 at the Elbridge Town Municipal Building. Supervisor Richardson called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and Councilor Caron led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PRESENT:                                     Vern Richardson, Supervisor


                                             Doug Blumer, Councilor


                                             Floyd Duger, Councilor

                                                         Michael Caron, Councilor

                                                         Todd Platten, Councilor
RECORDING SECRETARY:     Danielle Karlik, Town Clerk

OTHERS PRESENT:                   Joe Frateschi, Town Attorney

ADOPT MINUTES:  On a motion by Councilor Duger, seconded by Councilor Platten the minutes from September 8, 2022 were approved.
MOTION TO PAY BILLS:  On a motion by Councilor Blumer, seconded by Councilor Duger, General Bills Abstract #09, Vouchers #344-385, in the amount of $59,805.11 were ordered paid, and Highway Bills, Abstract #09, Vouchers #1160-1178, in the amount of $60501.68 were ordered paid with a total disbursement of $120,306.79.
COMMUNICATIONS:  The solar farm, at the landfill, is waiting on panels. Their hope is to have them by next month. After some housekeeping items, along with ground repair, it is their plan to reschedule the ribbon cutting for mid to end of October.
The Route 81 law suit, being filed by several towns in Onondaga, has to be filed by October 1st. Smaller towns are finding it finically hard to commit to this suit. Skaneateles has opted out. 
OLD BUSINESS:  Calling out for structural fires within the three fire departments is still an issue. Councilor Blumer has not been able to speak with the departments as of yet. Councilor Platten suggested rewording contracts if they are not being adhered to, or to enforce the current contracts. Councilor Blumer stated that contracts will be up next year and revised if needed. At this time further discussion ensued. 
NEW BUSINESS:

· Tentative Budget – Tentative budget will be given to the Town Clerk by September 30th.
· Tax Cap 
RESOLUTION:

On a motion by Councilor Caron, seconded by Councilor Duger, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
5 AYES Blumer Duger Platten Caron Richardson



0 NAYS

Resolution 83/22

WHEREAS, a Local Law has been introduced before the Board, to wit:  Local Law No. 2022-6, creating Article IV of Chapter 247 (“Taxation””) to override the tax levy limit established by General Municipal Law Section 3-c (the “Property Tax Cap”);
  LOCAL LAW 2022 -6, A LOCAL LAW AMENDING
CHAPTER 247 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF ELBRIDGE TO CREATE A NEW ARTICLE IV:

Be it enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Elbridge, Onondaga County, New York as follows:
 Section 1. Legislative Intent

It is the intent of this local law to override the limit on the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by the Town of Elbridge County of Onondaga pursuant to General Municipal Law § 3-c, and to allow the Town of Elbridge, County of Onondaga to adopt a town budget for (a) town purposes (b) fire protection districts and (c) any other special or improvement district governed by the town board for the fiscal year 2023 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the "tax levy limit" as defined by General Municipal Law § 3-c.

 

Section 2.  Authority 

This local law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law § 3-c, which expressly authorizes the town board to override the tax levy limit by the adoption of a local law approved by vote of sixty percent (60%) of the town board.

Section 3.  Tax Levy Limit Override 
The Town Board of the Town of Elbridge County of Onondaga is hereby authorized to adopt a budget for the fiscal year 2023 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the limit specified in General Municipal Law, §3-c. 

 

Section 4.  Severability. 

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or the application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstance, shall be adjusted by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, firm or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment or order shall be rendered. 

 

Section 5.  Effective date. 

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State. 

 

WHEREAS, upon review of the projected expenses facing the Town, especially State pension costs, special district costs, and other state mandated costs for which the Town has no control, the Town Board hereby finds that this override is a necessary prudent step;



WHEREAS, the Town Board is in the midst of the Town Budget review process for 2023 and cannot determine, with certainty, that it will be within the property tax cap, especially because the special district calculations have not been completed;


WHEREAS, if the Town is above the property tax cap when all the final calculations have been completed, it would be subject to penalties by the State of New York;


WHEREAS, the Town Board desires to hear from the public on Local Law 2022-6; 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Elbridge, County of Onondaga, State of New York, shall hold a Public Hearing on said proposed Local Law 2022 6, and that such Hearing shall be held at the Town Hall of the Town of Elbridge, located at 5 Rt. 31, Village of Jordan, County of Onondaga, State of New York, New York, on   October 13, 2022 at 7:00 p.m. and be it further;

RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk give notice of such Public Hearing by the publication of a notice in at least one newspaper circulated in the Town, specifying the time when and the place where such Public Hearing will be held, and in general terms, describing the proposed Local Law.  Such notice shall be published once at least five (5) days prior to the Public Hearing.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilor Blumer:  The Planning Board met to discuss one subdivision for Grayfield Properties. 
The work at Redman Cemetery has been completed, with 20 gravestones repaired. Historian Parkman will be taking photographs. He hopes to do the same with Whiting Road, and Quince Street cemeteries in the future. The Board would like to recognize and thank Ryan Briggs Clark Engineering & Surveying, as well as Aaron Leentjes and Bill Rinaldi, Barnett Memorial for donations and volunteer hours. Special thanks to Historian Parkman for taking the lead in this project, and all the legwork to bring it together.
Councilor Duger:  The senior trip to Rhode Island had 36 participants. There will be a presentation given after a senior luncheon to instruct on “fall” prevention.
Little League is close to the end of the program.

Joe has been very busy with senior and recreation activities, and the luncheons are fairly well attended. 
Councilor Caron:  Monthly water meeting to be held on September 21, 2022. Nothing new as occurred since last meeting. The Supervisor and two Mayors will be meeting to discuss the IMA on September 30, 2022. New grants have been submitted for the water project. 
Past request for internet connection has been brought forward again. The County is taking the lead on this and the requester has been informed they can contact them. 
Quotes for the copier did not bring forward any big differences in cost. Asst. Budget Officer Gonyea felt comfortable leaving services as they are. 

Councilor Caron spoke with IT in regards to the Historian’s computer. Currently our IT service only handles software. The software can be monitored for an additional cost, but hardware issues are not included in current agreements. It was also suggested that the Board consider and begin to budget for new servers as well as individual towers as they are becoming outdated. 
Councilor Platten:  The Board has the Assessing information, and Councilor Platten had nothing more to report.
Supervisor Richardson:  There are four bids out for cable companies. The time line for this project has been extended and Supervisor Richardson is still waiting to hear any new information from the County. 
October 13th meeting will recognize Amanda Weaver, Girl Scout, for her achievement of the Silver Award.
ADJOURNMENT:  On a motion by Councilor Caron, seconded by Councilor Platten, the 2nd monthly meeting was adjourned at 7:58 PM
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