TOWN OF ELBRIDGE
TOWN BOARD MEETING
February 19, 2026
[bookmark: _GoBack]

Minutes for the February 19, 2026 meeting, held by the Elbridge Town Board, Supervisor Bush called the meeting to order at 6:59 PM and led the Pledge of Allegiance.


PRESENT:				Kenneth Bush III, Supervisor
					Todd Platten, Councilor
					Mary Jo Davis, Councilor
					Joe Farrugia, Councilor

ABSENT:				Jeremy Chilson, Councilor


RECORDING SECRETARY:	Patti Cooper, Town Clerk


OTHERS PRESENT:   Attorney Nadine Bell, Howard Tanner, Rusty Cooper, Maureen Doyle, Michael Doyle, Doug Blumer


ADOPT MINUTES: On a motion by Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, the minutes from February 5, 2026 were unanimously entered into record.
(4) Ayes
(0) Nays

ADOPT WATER PROJECT MINUTES:  On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, the minutes from the February 17, 2026 Water Project meeting were unanimously entered into record.
(3) Ayes
(0) Nays
(1) Abstained
 
COMMUNICATIONS:  
· Supervisor Bush and Councilor Farrugia attended the Middle School 6th Grade presentation to propose a redevelopment at the Family Dollar complex in Elbridge.  This was a very nice presentation and they both received a thank you note from the 6th Grade group for attending.
· The Press Observer will not be free anymore.  The subscription is now $78.00 annually.
· Community Funding Grants deadline is April 10th.  Will discuss later
· American Power & Gas want to offer a better rate; however, we are already in a consortium with another provider.





MOTION TO PAY BILLS:  On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, General Bills Abstract #002, Vouchers #036-099, in the amount of                    $257,189.97 were ordered paid, and Highway Bills, Abstract #002, Vouchers #1017-1032, in the amount of $39,244.34 were unanimously ordered paid with a total disbursement of $296,434.31.
(4) Ayes
(0) Nays

OLD BUSINESS:
· Last Fall a resolution was passed regarding the speed limit on River Road.  It was just found that it was “returned to sender” in December of 2025.  Supervisor Bush reached out to the State DOT.  This was originally sent there and returned, but should be going to the County DOT first and then the State.  This is being taken care of now.

NEW BUSINESS:

Resolved:
Resolution 50/26
The Elbridge Town Board resolves to purchase a 2027 Freightliner 114SD ten-wheel dump truck with Henderson plow equipment from Tracey Road Equipment for a cost of $302,825.32. With a discount of $5,000.00 if the chassis is paid for when it arrives for a cost of $297,825.32. Onondaga County Contract #0010914

RESOLVED: 
On a motion by Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, the above resolution was ADOPTED.
(4) Ayes
( ) Nays


TOWN OF ELBRIDGE LOCAL LAW NO. B OF 2026
(“A Local Law to Amend Chapter 265 (“Zoning”) of the Code of the Town of Elbridge to Prohibit Tier Two and Larger Battery Energy Storage Systems”)

Supervisor Bush introduced proposed Local Law No. B-2026, relating to the amendment of Chapter 265 (“Zoning”) with regard to battery energy storage systems, and made the following motion, which was seconded by Councilor Platten:
WHEREAS, no other agency has the legal authority or jurisdiction to approve or directly undertake the enactment of a local law in the Town of Elbridge, such that there are no other involved agencies within the meaning of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act
(SEQR) with respect to the proposed enactment of said Local Law, with the result that the Town Board shall act as lead agency in this matter; and
WHEREAS, the adoption of said Local Law is an Unlisted Action for purposes of environmental review under SEQR; and
WHEREAS, the Town Board has determined that a Short Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) shall be required in connection with this matter; and
WHEREAS, the said EAF has been prepared and has been reviewed by the Town Board; and
WHEREAS, the Town Board has considered the adoption of said Local Law, has considered the criteria contained in 6 N.Y.C.R.R. Part 617.7 and has compared the impacts which may be reasonably expected to result from the adoption of said Local Law against said criteria.
NOW, THEREFORE, it is
RESOLVED AND DETERMINED that the enactment of proposed Local Law No. B-2026 is an unlisted action, there are no other involved agencies and this Board shall act as lead agency in this matter for purposes of SEQR review; and it is further
RESOLVED AND DETERMINED the Town Board has determined this action shall have no significant adverse impact on the environment; that, accordingly, an environmental impact statement (EIS) shall not be required; and that this resolution shall constitute a negative declaration under SEQR; and it is further
RESOLVED AND DETERMINED that the Town Board shall conduct a public hearing as to the enactment of proposed Local Law No. B-2026 at the Town Hall located at 5 Route 31, Jordan, New York on March 5, 2026, at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, at which time all persons interested in the subject shall be heard, at which time all persons interested in the subject shall be heard; and it is further
RESOLVED AND DETERMINED that notice of said public hearing shall be provided at least five (5) days prior to the date of said public hearing in a newspaper of general circulation within the Town of Elbridge.
The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote and upon roll call, the vote was as follows:
	(4) Ayes
(0) Nays
	
	
	

	
	
	
	



Wildwood Event Center – Discussion of progress
· Lengthy discussion had regarding where this project stands.  Our attorney is willing to speak to Wildwood’s attorney regarding this.  Councilor Platten said he would reach out to Shane McConnell (son of owner) and get attorney’s name and/or discuss with their Engineering firm Plumley.  Howard Tanner will move forward with a letter to Wildwood regarding their application not being completed and ask them to attend the March 5th Town Board meeting, at which time they should provide any and all documents so we can move forward to work toward the completion of their PPD

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Councilor Farrugia stated the Assessors office is updating and reviewing new sales, assisting tax payers with the Star, Senior Citizens and Veterans tax discounts.  Also tax map changes.  Karen Simco looking for help cleaning the Village of Jordan offices and was wondering if Horrell would be willing to do this.  Joe will check with him.  Herrtronics is all set to go, just waiting on contract to be signed before the panic buttons can go live.  Ken will be available to sign the contract, Joe to set up a time for them to come out.  SPCA is still working on getting a Director before they can commit to us.  Joe reached out to a couple of telephone companies to possible upgrade the phones in the offices.  This is just FYI info, still waiting on one more company at this point.  Joe gave the Assessors Sexual Harrassment Training Certificates to Patti/Clerk for files.

Councilor Platten spoke regarding what the Planning Board is working on.  Subdivision on Route 5 site failing adjacent to cemetery.  Route 5 at corner of 5West and 31B will not be moving forward.  Subdivision on Kester Road.  Site plan for Countertop business on Fikes/Route 5.  Water Project – pump stations on hold for now – the delivery date is changing.  Infiltration systems being fenced in.  The contractors price is way too high.  Todd reached out and got a quote for just over $12,000.00 and waiting on Anthony Demarco for another quote as well.  Highlander quote to finish was last October 2025, new date to finish is now 6/30/26.  North Street 10” water line will be needed – this will be a huge project/issue.  The over-all current water project is approximately 76% complete.

Councilor Davis:
Town Historian – Jason Parkman 
· Jason sent historian report for January – all should have seen it in your mailbox
· I have emailed Jason regarding the Jordan cemetery he has noted in the report as I thought Elaine wanted to do.  April is that too soon with the weather?  I have sent the email twice and have heard no response. 
· I also asked what areas of the Town beside the villages he is working on.
· I have an upcoming meeting to meet Elaine and Karen Jordan Historian & Trustee to discuss projects she is working on and how we can work together 
· Jason gave a proposed packet that was distributed to the board and would like to present at the March town meeting. 
Cemeteries – 
· Emailed and texted Scott Miller – no reply
· Ken, have you received anything? 
Insurance – 
· CJ Graham –Brown & Brown 
·  Medical, Dental,  
· Met on the 16th 
· Reviewed the benefit plans – he explained how things worked 
· Explained how the town covers the deductibles
· How much does the town put in this fund?
· Discussed the handbook
· Brown & Brown has a department that will review the handbook
· Brown & Brown also has an employment law department
· Both are free to us 
· I forwarded the handbook to him, with questions and waiting reply
· Talked to CJ about quotes for all insurance needs

· Diane Stahl – Haylor, Freyer and coon
· I have sent an email regarding the FMLA/PFL they manage for us.
· Haylor Freyer and coon can do all our insurance 
· Reaching out for quotes

· Bill Street - Eastern Sores
· Bill has been on vacation until the 18th
· Emailed him regarding the items left from our policy and what we need to do.
· Forwarded the truck listing to Jim White – he reviewed and has called Jessica to correct the truck we just upgraded to
· Will have Bill also do quotes for all types of insurance. 

· Ryan Yamini – One Group
· Left message to set up meeting 

Zoning – 
· Wildwood – at the Feb 5th meeting gave Nadine the go ahead to proceed.  She received the information from Joe that day.  Note Planning board asked at there meeting where we were with it.   I explained that Nadine is working on it now and will advise when I know more.   They think they should be shut down until complete.
Uniform Building Codes
· Asked Howard what if anything he had
· Water line hook up 
· Wildwood
Other-	
· Stopped by the town hall reviewed vouchers, sent questions to Ken, and crew
Mark your calendars
· March 5th – Town Board meeting 
· March 7th – Shamrock block party in Jodan
· March 13th-15th – High school Musical
· March 17th – Joint water Meeting 
· March 18th – JE School Board Meeting  - BOE adoption of school budget 26-27
· March 19th Town Board meeting
· March 21st – Elbridge Fire Department Craft Show
· March 27th 10am- Safety training at town hall
· April 18th Elbridge Fire department banquet invites to come.
· May 6th – JE public Budget hearing & Meet the Candidates
· May 19th – JE School Budget Vote 
Howard Tanner of Codes asked for the process when someone wants to be hooked up to existing water lines.  If in the Permissive Water District and not currently hooked up, YES, they must come before the board to be turned on.  There is currently no application form for this, so we will be tabeling this discussion for a later date.  There was a  phone call for a buyer of the old Cheese Plant to turn it into a Cannibas Distribution/Manufacturing center.  They would have approximately 40-50 employees.  Howard told them no we would not be interested; however the board has no problem having them come to a meeting to present.  Wheeler Road is having construction done for solar panels.  Discussion also came up to do away with the bathroom in the Town Office kitchen area since it backs up approx every 2 months.  Concern that it would leave this building without a disabled bathroom big enough.  Howard looking into it.

MONTHLY REPORTS ON FILE:  Historian & Monthly Supervisors Report

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  Questions from Doug Blumer regarding Battery Energy Storage System.  Our attorney answered his questions.

ADJOURNMENT:  Motion by Councilor Farrugia and seconded by Councilor Platten to adjourn regular meeting at 9:15 PM
(4) Ayes
(0) Nays

NEXT MEETING: The Elbridge Town Board will hold their next meeting on March 5, 2026.


Submitted,

Patti Cooper
Elbridge Town Clerk
