TOWN OF ELBRIDGE

TOWN BOARD MEETING

July 24, 2025


Minutes for the July 24, 2025 Town Board meeting. Supervisor Richardson called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

PRESENT:                                    Vernon Richardson, Supervisor

                                                        Todd Platten, Councilor

                                                        Doug Blumer, Councilor

                                                        Joe Farrugia, Councilor

                                                        Mike Caron, Councilor

RECORDING CLERK:               Danielle Karlik, Town Clerk

OTHERS PRESENT:  Attorney Joe Frateschi, Supervisor Secretary McKensey Minnig, Codes Officer Howard Tanner, Louie McIntyre, Mary Jo Davis, Gabe Rosetti
ADOPT MINUTES:  On a motion by Councilor Blumer, seconded by Councilor Platten, the Town Board minutes from June 26, 2025 were entered into record. Councilor Caron abstained.

On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, the Joint Municipal Board Water meeting minutes from July 15, 2025 were unanimously entered into record.
MOTION TO PAY BILLS:  On a motion by Councilor Caron, seconded by Councilor Blumer, General Bills Abstract #07, Vouchers #277-334, in the amount of $1,023,054.89 were ordered paid, and Highway Bills, Abstract #07, Vouchers #1106-1127, in the amount of $277,084.30 were ordered paid with a total disbursement of $1,129,687.19.

COMMUNICATIONS:  August 19th will be the next Joint Municipal Water meeting. Supervisor Richardson will not be in attendance. 
The Veterans Coordinator position will become vacant after December 2025. Supervisor Richardson would like the Board to think about what they would like to do with the positon; keep it or discontinue it. The Coordinator Weirs takes care of the ordering and placement of the memorial banners, and is available for information from the County in regards to veterans. Councilor Caron expressed that there is a need and the current coordinator has been an asset. Councilor Platten inquired about the hours, currently it is 10 hours per pay period, this was dropped down by Coordinator Weirs. He further suggests sending out a mailer, or information with a mailer, as well as the website and Facebook for the position. Mrs. Minnig also suggested a tab on the website for open positions. 
OLD BUSINESS:  Replacing water meters in the Crossett Road water districts was discussed. The Village of Elbridge has submitted a list of water meters to be replaced. They are not currently purchased or installed. The Board would like a bill sent once these have been purchased and installed. Supervisor Richardson will contact Village Clerk Kunz and ask for a schedule. The Board followed this discussion with a resolution in regards to the meters.
Councilor Blumer has emailed CNYPRD in regards to the comprehensive plan. This has been paid for by a grant, and the final edition should have been completed. It has been put off and has yet to be made available. Councilor Blumer would like to know what legal recourse the Town has. Attorney Frateschi will contact Dave Bottar and inquire to the status.

The Assessors are interested in continuing on with the Town. The hours are good and residents seem to be please. Councilor Platten would like the Board to make a formal offer to them. The Memorandum of Understanding for the cyclical revaluation was discussed. The Town Assessor does not see a problem keeping the equalization rate at or near 100% moving forward. The interaction with the public has been positive.
NEW BUSINESS:
The addition of lines on the existing Crossett Water District was discussed. The funds in the Districts are not enough to cover, and has been paid in by residents over the years. Mrs. Minnig explained the amounts and the budget further. The project did not include this property. Change order, and partial payment from the Town, legalities of using existing funds for other districts, and the change of the original plan for one water department and budget were discussed. Councilor Platten will contact the engineer to discuss. 

Mobile Home Permits have been reviewed. A resolution for operating permits will follow. Mobile manor MHP has conditions that need to be met before approval.
6920 Stevens Road has become an abandoned property. Complaints has been registered in regards to lawn maintenance. A clean up order is needed. Codes Officer Tanner has been unable to get in contact with anyone, as the owner is now deceased. A resolution will follow.

A $12,000 grant from Onondaga County Adult and Long Term Care Services Senior Center Funding has been awarded to the Town of Elbridge toward the installation of a generator at the Jordan Elbridge Community Center. This is a matching grant. Further discussion took place in regards to the submitted quote, the designation of the community center as a “safe haven”, the need, and the deadline for completion.
RESOLUTION:

On a motion by Councilor Blumer, seconded by Councilor Caron, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
5 AYES Blumer Richardson Platten Farrugia Caron



0 NAYS                        

Resolutions 68/25
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN COOPERATIVE ENERGY PURCHASING SERVICE (NYSMEC) FOR ELECTRICITY

WHEREAS, Article 5-G of the New York State General Municipal Law authorizes municipal corporations to enter into cooperative agreements for the performance or exercise of services, functions, powers or activities on a cooperative or contract basis among themselves or one for the other, and

WHEREAS, Section 119-n of the General Municipal Law defines the term "municipal corporation" for the purposes of Article 5-G as a county outside the city of New York, a city, a town, a village, a board of cooperative educational services, a fire district or a school district; and 


WHEREAS, the Town of Elbridge (hereinafter sometimes referred to as "Participant") is a "municipal corporation" as defined above; and 


WHEREAS, this Board wishes for this municipal corporation to become or remain a Participant pursuant to the Municipal Cooperation Agreement For Energy Purchasing Services dated the 1st day of May 2005 (the “Agreement”), among municipal corporations collectively identified as the New York School and Municipal Energy Consortium ("NYSMEC") upon the terms of the Agreement and further wishes to authorize participation as an energy consumer as specified below.


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that this Board hereby determines that it is in the interests of the Town of Elbridge to participate in the NYSMEC, and authorizes and directs Supervisor Vern Richardson to sign the Agreement/and or the Billing Schedule and Agreement for electricity on its behalf; and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Board authorizes the Administrative Participant (as defined in the Agreement) to prepare, advertise, disseminate and open bids pursuant to the General Municipal Law and to award, execute and deliver binding contracts on behalf of this Board for the purchase of electricity delivered to the delivery point of the local utility distribution company for the Participant’s facility or facilities, on a firm basis, for this Participant to the lowest responsible bidder as is determined by the Administrative Participant  at a price for such commodity electricity not to exceed $.094 per kWh for traditional pass-through energy price or not to exceed $.107 per kWh for a fixed price, which includes all current pass through charges that you get billed for separately from the ESCO’s for a term of at least one year and no more than three years commencing May 1, 2026, and other terms and conditions, all as may be determined by the Administrative Participant, or to reject any or all such bids; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Participant agrees to advertise said bid as may be directed by the Administrative Participant; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Participant authorizes receipt of bids and offers in electronic format pursuant to Section 103(1) of the General Municipal Law and other applicable law; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the officers and employees of this Participant are authorized to execute such other confirming agreements, certificates and other documents and take such other actions as may be necessary or appropriate to carry out the intent of this resolution.


This Resolution shall take effect immediately.

On a motion by Councilor Farrugia, seconded by Councilor Platten, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
5 AYES Blumer Richardson Platten Farrugia Caron



0 NAYS                        

Resolutions 69/25
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN COOPERATIVE ENERGY PURCHASING SERVICE (NYSMEC)

FOR NATURAL GAS

WHEREAS, Article 5-G of the New York State General Municipal Law authorizes municipal corporations to enter into cooperative agreements for the performance or exercise of services, functions, powers or activities on a cooperative or contract basis among themselves or one for the other, and

WHEREAS, Section 119-n of the General Municipal Law defines the term "municipal corporation" for the purposes of Article 5-G as a county outside the city of New York, a city, a town, a village, a board of cooperative educational services, a fire district or a school district; and 


WHEREAS, the Town of Elbridge (hereinafter sometimes referred to as "Participant") is a "municipal corporation" as defined above; and 


WHEREAS, this Board wishes for this municipal corporation to become or remain a Participant pursuant to the Municipal Cooperation Agreement For Energy Purchasing Services dated the 1st day of May, 2005 (the “Agreement”), among municipal corporations collectively identified as the New York School and Municipal Energy Consortium ("NYSMEC") upon the terms of the Agreement and further wishes to authorize participation as an energy consumer as specified below.


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that this Board hereby determines that it is in the interests of the Town of Elbridge to participate in the NYSMEC, and authorizes and directs Supervisor Vern Richardson to sign the Agreement/and or the Billing Schedule and Agreement for natural gas on its behalf; and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Board authorizes the Administrative Participant (as defined in the Agreement) to prepare, advertise, disseminate and open bids pursuant to the General Municipal Law and to award, execute and deliver binding contracts on behalf of this Board for the purchase of natural gas delivered to the city gate of the local utility distribution company for the Participant’s facility or facilities, on a firm basis, for this Participant to the lowest responsible bidder as is determined by the Administrative Participant at a price for such traditional commodity of natural gas to the city gate not to exceed $.6450 per therm or for all in price not to exceed $.7100 per therm to the burner tip, which would include line losses that are currently billed separately for a term of at least one year and no more than three years commencing May 1, 2026, and other terms and conditions, all as may be determined by the Administrative Participant, or to reject any or all such bids; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Participant agrees to advertise said bid as may be directed by the Administrative Participant; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this Participant authorizes receipt of bids and offers in electronic format pursuant to Section 103(1) of the General Municipal Law and other applicable law; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the officers and employees of this Participant are authorized to execute such other confirming agreements, certificates and other documents and take such other actions as may be necessary or appropriate to carry out the intent of this resolution.


This Resolution shall take effect immediately.
On a motion by Councilor Blumer, seconded by Councilor Platten, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
5 AYES Blumer Richardson Platten Farrugia Caron



0 NAYS                        

Resolutions 70/25

The Elbridge Town Board resolves to reimburse the purchase of up to 24 water meters for the Crossett Road water districts, at a cost of 302.56 per meter, after installation and submitted invoices.

On a motion by Councilor Blumer, seconded by Councilor Caron, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
5 AYES Blumer Richardson Platten Farrugia Caron



0 NAYS                        

Resolutions 71/25

The Elbridge Town Board approves the operating mobile home park permits form August1, 2025 to July 31, 2026 for the following mobile home parks:  Elbridge Meadows MHP, Jacks Reef MHP, Rolling Wheels Cooperative, Champion Homes. Mobile Manor MHP will be added upon Code approval.
On a motion by Councilor Blumer, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
5 AYES Blumer Richardson Platten Farrugia Caron



0 NAYS                        

Resolutions 72/25

The Elbridge Town Board resolves under Chapter 115 of the Elbridge Town Code to authorize the hiring of a mowing company to mow and bush hog the property located at 6920 Stevens Road, and the cost associated with the service be applied to the Town and County Tax bill.
On a motion by Councilor Caron, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
5 AYES Blumer Richardson Platten Farrugia Caron



0 NAYS                        

Resolutions 73/25

The Elbridge Town Board approves the matching expenditure of $12,000 for the installation of a generator at the Jordan Elbridge Community Center to be used with the grant funds from Onondaga County Adult and Long Term Care Services Senior Center Funding.
On a motion by Councilor Caron, seconded by Councilor Platten, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
5 AYES Blumer Richardson Platten Farrugia Caron



0 NAYS                        

Resolutions 74/25

The Elbridge Town Board approves the 2-year option with PERMA for workmen’s comp. policy at the proposed rate.

On a motion by Councilor Caron, seconded by Councilor Platten, the following resolution was 

ADOPTED:
5 AYES Blumer Richardson Platten Farrugia Caron



0 NAYS                        

Resolutions 75/25

The Elbridge Town Board would like to create a proclamation in recognition of Louie Taylor and his years of service with the Elbridge Fire Department.
REPORTS ON FILE:   Supervisor, Highway, Assessor, Sr/Rec, Codes
COMMITTEE REPORTS:  Councilor Farrugia stated the Highway department old truck #114 hydraulic system quit, and the PTO had to be rebuilt. Maintenance on equipment and roadways is ongoing. 
The Historian and webmaster will be updating the web pages for the department with new information and pictures. Some links will be added. Historical markers look great. There are two more to be completed to finish the project this year.
The Recreation department is putting on Shrek Jr. on the 25th and 26th. It has gone very well and is hopefully the first of many to come. Director Patrick has been working with the State DOT and the Jet program, the annual assessment passed “with flying colors”. A letter will be sent to recognize this accomplishment.

Councilor Blumer stated the Planning Board has been busy with finalizing site plan approval for CNY Feeds. The process for the apt building on the east end of Route 5 has started. The Hamilton House is still trying to work with the Board to obtain a CO for their upcoming August events. The paving of parking lot and driveway have yet to be completed. It is felt that there has been plenty of time allotted to complete this. They have been asked to come back to the next Planning Board meeting to discuss further. The Codes Officer addressed this matter and what the State is requiring. There are matters that need to be met before a CO can be issued. 

Grayfield Properties would like to subdivide in to four parcels, currently there is no road frontage to the property. It has been suggested to approach the Highway Department to create the road.

Councilor Caron handed out information for the new suggested PERMA rates. He is recommending the 2-year option. The rates have gone down. Our percentages for loss rations is excellent. 
The Dog Control information on the Town website has been updated. Councilor Caron will look over the contract and discuss the renewal for the upcoming budget. 

Louie Taylor, long time member of the Elbridge Fire Department has passed away.

Secretary Minnig has handed out a questionnaire for insurance. Councilor Caron will get a hold of Eastern Shore to finish this information. 

Councilor Platten has submitted the Assessor’s report to the Clerk. They have finalized the tax roll and are reviewing sales. Systems are being updated with information, and exemption renewals are being processed. The Assessor would like to go out into the field and review properties with the Town vehicle.

The Environmental Commission will meet next week. Invoices for the recent tree program still need to be submitted.

Waterline discussion is taking place with Tessy Plastics. The company cannot be without water. A by-pass line has been suggested. Work continues on the water project. There are issues with the asphalt replacement on South Street. Minor change orders have taken place and the hiring of a local Arborist was discussed. 

Supervisor Richardson will be on vacation the week of July 28th.
Codes Officer Tanner informed the Board there will be a movie company using areas in the lake and river this fall. The zoning is not under the Town’s control on the water.
AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  
Mr. Rosetti addressed the Board with his concerns about the water project and lack of an adequate number of inspectors. He is also concerned with signage, lane closures and the specification of the compaction around the water lines. 
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  On a motion by Councilor Caron, seconded by Councilor Platten, the Elbridge Town Board unanimously entered into Executive Session for attorney client discussion, and the employment history of an employee, at 8:35 PM. Attorney Frateschi recorded minutes.  
9:10 P.M. – Councilor Platten made a motion to leave Executive Session, seconded by Councilor Blumer.  Supervisor Richardson put the motion to a vote.  Passed unanimously.

Resolutions 76/25

9:11 P.M. - Councilor Caron made a motion to hire Mckensey Gonyea, as needed, on an hourly basis of $25.00/hour starting August 1, 2025, seconded by Councilor Farrugia.  Supervisor Richardson put the motion to a vote.  Passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT:

9:12 P.M. – Councilor Blumer made a motion to adjourn.  Councilor Platten seconded the motion.  Supervisor Richardson put the motion to a vote.  Passed unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Danielle Karlik

Elbridge Town Clerk
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