TOWN OF ELBRIDGE
TOWN BOARD MEETING
April 16, 2026


Minutes for the April 16, 2026 meeting, held by the Elbridge Town Board, Supervisor Bush called the meeting to order at 7:02 PM and led the Pledge of Allegiance.


PRESENT:				Kenneth Bush III, Supervisor
					Todd Platten, Councilor
					Mary Jo Davis, Councilor
					Jeremy Chilson, Councilor
					
ABSENT:				Joe Farrugia, Councilor			

RECORDING SECRETARY:	Patti Cooper, Town Clerk

OTHERS PRESENT:   Attorney Nadine Bell, Howard Tanner, Rob Hill, Barbara Marshall, Doug Blumer, Ruth Kinch, Michael Doyle, Maureen Doyle, Sarah Groom, Reily Breed


PUBLIC HEARING #1
The Town of Elbridge Town Board calls for a Public Hearing to hear any persons for or against the proposed 2026 Community Development Block Grant 5-year plan, to be held on April 16, 2026, at 7:00 PM, 5 State Route 31, Jordan, New York.

Supervisor Bush:  Does anyone wish to speak in favor of this proposal?  None
Supervisor Bush:  Does anyone wish to speak against this proposal?  None
· 7:08 PM Public Hearing Was Closed


ADOPT MINUTES: On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Davis the minutes from April 2, 2026 were unanimously entered into record.
(4) Ayes
(0) Nays
 
GUESTS:

COMMUNICATIONS:  

MOTION TO PAY BILLS: General Bills Abstract #004, Vouchers #155-190, in the amount of                    $125,109.40 were ordered paid, and Highway Bills, Abstract #004, Vouchers #1045-1061, in the amount of $89,007.28 were ordered paid with a total disbursement of $214,116.68
Motion made by: Councilor Chilson, seconded by: Councilor Platten.
(4) Ayes 
(0)  Nays




OLD BUSINESS:  
Pest Control – Supervisor Bush will contact Joe Farrugia to look into this a bit further with some issues that have come up.  Councilor Platten has another local company he would like him to look into as well.


NEW BUSINESS:

RESOLVED: 

Resolution 65/26
The Elbridge Town Board resolves to approve the 2026 Community Development Block Grant 5-year plan.

The following Resolution was offered by Councilor Davis and seconded by Council Platten to wit: 
WHEREAS, the Town of Elbridge has prepared the 2026 Community Development Consolidated Five-Year Plan setting forth the Town’s community development priorities and multiyear goals based on an assessment of community development needs, an analysis of economic market conditions, and available resources; and
WHEREAS, the first year of the 2026 Community Development Consolidated Five-Year Plan proposes improvements to the dilapidated sidewalk that runs along side the Town of Elbridge Senior Center/Community Center; and 
WHEREAS, no other agency has the authority or jurisdiction to approve or directly undertake the preparation of a Community Development Consolidated Plan; and 
WHEREAS, the Town Board has considered the Short Environmental Assessment Form (“Short EAF”) for the proposed facility improvements; and
WHEREAS, the Town Board has considered the criteria contained in 6 N.Y.C.R.R. Part 617.7 and has compared the impacts which may be reasonably expected to result from the adoption of the 2026 Community Development Consolidated Five-Year Plan and the proposed facility improvements against said criteria.
	NOW, THEREFORE, it is
	RESOLVED that the adoption of the 2026 Community Development Consolidated Five-Year Plan and the proposed facility improvements are Unlisted actions in accordance with 6 N.Y.C.R.R. § 617.5(c)(20), there are no other involved agencies, and this Board shall act as lead agency for purposes of SEQRA review; be it further
RESOLVED, that this resolution shall constitute a negative declaration under SEQRA; be it further
RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Elbridge hereby authorizes the Town Supervisor to submit and sign the application on behalf of the Town for the Five-Year Community Development Consolidated Plan and associated grant, and, if approved, that the Town will contribute 25% of either local funds or in-kind services; be it further
RESOLVED, that the Town Board shall conduct a public hearing as to the 2026 Community Development Consolidated Five-Year Plan and proposed facility improvements at the Town Hall located at 5 Route 31, Jordan, New York on April 16, 2026, at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, at which time all persons interested in the subject shall be heard, at which time all persons interested in the subject shall be heard; be it further
RESOLVED, that notice of said public hearing shall be provided at least five (5) days prior to the date of said public hearing in a newspaper of general circulation within the Town of Elbridge.
The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote, and the vote was as follows:

	Jeremy Chilson
	Councilor
	Voted
	Absent

	Joseph Farrugia
	Councilor
	Voted
	Yes

	Mary Jo Davis
	Councilor
	Voted
	Yes

	Todd Platten
	Councilor
	Voted
	Yes

	Kenneth Bush III
	Supervisor
	Voted
	Yes



2026 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CONSOLIDATED 5-YEAR PLAN TOWN OF ELBRIDGE 
First Year: Replace crumbling sidewalk that runs along the Town of Elbridge Senior Center/Community Center as they are cracking and chipping away making it hazardous for the elderly and handicapped. All improvements will benefit the elderly and the handicapped that utilize the senior center. Total grant funds requested from Community Development, $50,000. 
Second Year: Renovate, rehabilitate, and add additional community space at the Town of Elbridge Senior Center/Community Center. Construct a new basketball court, increase the playground to include ADA compliant playground equipment, expand facilities for picnicking, walking, and other recreational activities. All improvements will benefit the elderly and the handicapped that live in and utilize the area. Total grant funds requested from Community Development, $50,000. 
Third Year: Renovation and rehabilitation of outdated storage space at the Town of Elbridge Senior Center/Community Center to create an ADA compliant outdoor accessible bathroom facility to allow for the elderly and handicapped an easily accessible bathroom while utilizing the outdoor space. The renovation would include providing for a single ADA compliant bathroom facility removal of the outdated bathroom facilities, and construction of an ADA compliant men and women’s bathroom. The bathroom would include one (1) toilet & one (1) sink. New ADA compliant fixtures and easy to maintain floors and walls will be added. Walls will be paneled to prevent vandalism. A key fab system would be added to allow programmed unlocking and locking of they facility each morning and night. ADA compliant door. The exterior will be clean and repainted. All walkways will be ADA accessible. New LED light fixtures will be installed. Exterior drinking fountains will be added. Total grant funds requested from Community Development, $50,000. 
Fourth Year: Repair, redesign, and repave the parking lot at the Town of Elbridge Senior Center/Community Center to make it more accessible to the elderly and handicapped. Remove potholes and cracking that has formed over time. Provide clear ADA compliant signage and parking spaces. Total grant funds requested from Community Development, $50,000.   
Fifth Year: Install lighted beach volleyball courts at the Jordan Memorial Pool complex to provide additional community activities. This will provide expansion and more alternatives to the community pool complex. Total grant funds requested from Community Development, $50,000.   

RESOLVED: 
On a motion by Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Platten, the above resolution was ADOPTED.
(4) Ayes
(0) Nays


Resolution 66/26
The Elbridge Town Board resolves to approve the Resolution in Support for Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway Nomination and Corridor Management Plan Adoption.

WHEREAS, the historic qualities of the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway, as described in the corridor management plan, and the surrounding areas have been appreciated and celebrated for over a century by the residents of New York State, as well as tourists, historians, artists, authors, and other visitors to the region; and it is this unique combination of the journeys of Harriet Tubman and those Freedom Seekers who traveled on the Underground Railroad that create the special sense of place that is vital in telling the New York story of the human desire for freedom and the historic sites they utilized during their journey to emancipation; and

WHEREAS, the Steering Committee of the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway, composed of representatives of 22 municipalities along the proposed scenic byway route, committed to working cooperatively to protect and promote the historic, scenic, recreational, and economic well-being of the 550-mile Corridor throughout the state and agreed to pursue the nomination of the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway; and

WHEREAS, under the leadership of the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway Steering Committee, each of the 22 counties contributed to the development of this corridor management plan by encouraging public participation, confirming the vision and goals, and leading individual meetings of the Collaborative; and

WHEREAS, the Steering Committee of the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway, consisting of relatives of Harriet Tubman, descendants of Freedom Seekers, Harriet Tubman and/or Underground Railroad historians, representatives from state and federal agencies, has strengthened the historic integrity, representation, and the principles of the corridor management plan; and

WHEREAS, in the process of developing this corridor management plan, the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway Steering Committee has strengthened the bonds of inter-municipal cooperation, and the involved entities envision further benefit through scenic byway designation including sustained collaborative progress, increased funding opportunities for recommendations identified in the plan, enhanced partnerships with agencies responsible for the stewardship of resources along and adjacent to the byway route, and an improved visitor experience that interprets and promotes the corridor's intrinsic qualities and resources; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Elbridge supports the designation of the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway which includes programs for stewardship and enhancement of the historic scenic byway and guidance to manage future activities along its corridor; and



BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Elbridge confirms that they will not approve any requests for new off-premise outdoor advertising signs along the designated Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway route; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Elbridge confirms that they will abide by and follow all existing New York State and Federal laws and regulations that are applicable to this resolution and..."

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Elbridge will work in partnership with the other municipalities along the Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad New York Scenic Byway and local and regional stakeholders in order to support future Byway programs, economic development, marketing, and collaborate with these interested entities to explore opportunities for cooperation to realize the Scenic Byway goals.

RESOLVED: 
On a motion by Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Chilson, the above resolution was ADOPTED.
(4) Ayes
(0) Nays



Resolution 67/26
The Elbridge Town Board resolves to approve the proposed Town of Elbridge Trash Program with the following rates: Six trip maximum, Basic drop-off $20, Punch Card $110, Items with Freon $15, mattress $15, tires $5, LP tanks 4-40lbs $5

RESOLVED: 
On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Chilson, the above resolution was ADOPTED.   NOTE:  Gave 1 application to Supervisor Bush for review and interview.
(4) Ayes
(0) Nays



Resolution 68/26
The Elbridge Town Board resolves to approve the Accident Policy renewal quote of $3,158.15 provided through Haylor, Frier, and Coon, Inc. 

RESOLVED: 
On a motion by Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Chilson, the above resolution was ADOPTED.
(4) Ayes
(0) Nays

Resolution 69/26
The Elbridge Town Board resolves to call a Public Hearing to extend the current Solar Moratorium, for May 7, 2026, 7:00 PM, 5 State Route 31, Jordan, New York.

RESOLVED: 
On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Chilson, the above resolution was ADOPTED.
(4) Ayes
(0) Nays

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
Councilor Chilson:
Seniors/Recreation/JET - Joe said status quo right now. Spring sports moving along, Seniors went on their first big trip of the year 4/15 to Lancaster, PA with 30 seniors. Trip has been outstanding with 80 degree weather. Saw an incredible show at the sight and sound theatre. Dinner at a traditional Amish home and entertainment from a professional ventriloquist. Next trip has been confirmed for May, 7th to The wild in Chittenango for a private tour, a tour and tasting at Critz farms, then dinner at Golden Corral. Seniors had a visit from PACE to discuss the importance of understanding blood pressure and they included a free blood pressure screening. JE school district came in to present the school budget, Superintendent Froio and RJ Hartwell had a great discussion with many questions answered. NCLL little league starts games April 20th with 200 kids this year between 16 teams K-7 age. Lacrosse 
Veterans - Sue reported she's been woring with Elaine Peters cleaning plaques at the veterans park in preperation for Memorial Day. Three military banners have been ordered and paid for, and are in the printing process. The veterans fair at the legion is still a work in progress, still working on a date/time. Jeff Clifford is doing a plaque to honor two local Vietnam veterans who died in the war. He has several donations but still need more, and has Dave Rielly donating his time to install it. 
Justice/Court - George said to enjoy the new chairs, other than that he nothing to report from the court. 

Councilor Platten:
Assessors – Would like to have someone from New York State Assessing office to come and talk at a Town Board meeting.  State wants to do a 6 year revaluation.  Our assessors are looking at exemption liabilities.
Ambulance – The report that was handed in does not make sense with the numbers listed.  When it’s time to do contracts, will need to find out more information on this.
SPCA – the issue that was reported last meeting has been resolved.  The resident is very pleased with how it ended.
Water Project – Will need to vote on a IMA Committee soon – we still have time.  There are couple upcoming meetings, 4/27 at B&L Office, regarding outstanding work efforts.  Either Todd or Ken will attend (around noon).  The other one is on 4/29 at the B&L Job site office.  Todd will be at this one.
Planning Board –
· Reeves Road Subdivision
· Wildwood.  Todd to pass on the initial application to the environmental Committee to see if they have anything to add.  Howard to pass onto the Fire Department for review on 4/17.
· Hourigans – Subdivision

Councilor Davis:
Town Historian – Jason Parkman 
· National Historical Marker Day April 25th – Volunteers needed & welcomed please reach out to Jason Parkman emailed as well to see if people are signing up
· Nothing new on this yet - 3/31- rec’d notice from Jason regarding being approached for an Eagle Scout project.  Carissa Stone would like to do a mapping and headstone reading project at Redman Cemetery.  More information to come. 
Cemeteries – 
· National cemetery cleaning day – April 25th – Maple Grove Cemetery, Rural cemetery RT 5 is participating looking for all volunteers – starting at 10am – all help appreciated. 
Insurance – 
· RFP is in process – w/KB
· CJ Graham –Brown & Brown 
· Diane Stahl – Haylor, Freyer and coon
0. New Policy - $3158.15- for accidental to cover period of 05/01/2026 – 04/30/2027
0. Will call Diane and see how many claims have we ever submitted and what would costs be to increase the limits.
· Bill Street - Eastern Shores
0. Jim White issued claim to insurance company for rock that hit windshield on a truck – 4/14/26
0. Sent information regarding the comp alliance.   Need to read through and share 
Uniform Building Codes
· Reached out to Howard
0. Motel on Route 5 – asked for all the details 
0. Kester Homestead- Lighting is left – they are working on it
0. Monroe House – All items completed should be at next planning board meeting in May
0. Several orders/certified letters went out regarding properties on: 
7. Sandbank, Hamilton Rd, Foster Rd, and 2 on Peru Road
7. Schapp Road – new complaints

Supervisor Bush:
· Train Study – collecting baseline information along corridor
· Attended round table at Onondaga County on Blue Ways (waterways)/Green Ways (trails).  Want Municipalities to be included more.  Potentially grant opportunities.


MONTHLY REPORTS ON FILE:  Supervisor’s Report, Assessor’s Report

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  Mr. Hill spoke briefly about drainage issues near cemetery.

ENTER EXECUTIVE SESSION WITHOUT ACTION AT 7:53 PM:  Motion by Councilor Platten; seconded by Councilor Davis 

EXECUTIVE SESSION ENDED AT 8:51 PM.  Motion by Councilor Platten; seconded by Councilor Chilson.

ADJOURNMENT:  Motion by Councilor Platten and seconded by Councilor Chilson to adjourn regular meeting at 8:51PM
(4) Ayes
(0) Nays

NEXT MEETING: The Elbridge Town Board will hold their next meeting on May 7, 2026.


Submitted,

Patti Cooper
Elbridge Town Clerk
