TOWN OF ELBRIDGE
TOWN BOARD MEETING
August 20, 2026


Minutes for the August 20, 2026 meeting, held by the Elbridge Town Board, Supervisor Bush called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM and led the Pledge of Allegiance.

PRESENT:				Kenneth Bush III, Supervisor
					Todd Platten, Councilor
					Mary Jo Davis, Councilor
					Jeremy Chilson, Councilor
					Joe Farrugia, Councilor
ABSENT:				
RECORDING SECRETARY:	Patti Cooper, Town Clerk

OTHERS PRESENT:   Attorney Nadine Bell, Steve Walburger, Maureen Doyle, Michael Doyle, Ruth Kinch, Doug Blumer, Sarah Groom, Riley Breed, Erin Chilson


ADOPT MINUTES: On a motion by Councilor Chilson, seconded by Councilor Farrugia the minutes from August 6, 2026 were unanimously entered into record.
Vote:  (5) Ayes
           (0) Nays
 
GUESTS: None

COMMUNICATIONS:  
· Mark Berger update on Water Chestnuts.  They are up to 402,230#’s of chestnuts to date.  They will be wrapping up tomorrow (8/21).

MOTION TO PAY BILLS: MOTION TO PAY BILLS: General Bills Abstract #008, Vouchers #311-381, in the amount of $412,949.47 were ordered paid, and Highway Bills, Abstract #008, Vouchers #1127-1148, in the amount of $109,500.39 were ordered paid with a total disbursement of $522,449.86
Motion made by: Councilor Davis, seconded by: Councilor Platten.
Questions – Voucher #333 was for a portable toilet.  This was for the Seymour Lofft Park when the girls bathroom was unavailable.  Also, regarding the Musical put on by Community Rec.  Due to the funding needed to put this on, Nadine will check to see if we can airmark these funds next year into a line item in General Funds.
Vote:  (5) Ayes
           (0) Nays


OLD BUSINESS: None


NEW BUSINESS:

Resolution 85/26
The Elbridge Town Board resolves to terminate the contract with Orkin Pest Control and enter into a contract with Critter Ritters pest control to handle the Town’s pest control needs.
  
RESOLVED: 
On a motion by Councilor Farrugia, seconded by Councilor Chilson, the above resolution was ADOPTED.
Questions -Researched Orkin/Gannon/Critter Ritters and CNY Pest Control.  Joe to cancel Orkin asap (will take up to 60 days).  Schedule Critter Ritter to at least spray for stink bugs/box elders now
(5) Ayes
(0) Nays


Resolution 86/26
The Elbridge Town Board resolves to approve the payment up to $400 to the cost of the bird netting materials used at the Town of Elbridge Community Center Pavillion.

RESOLVED: 
On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, the above resolution was ADOPTED.
Questions -Todd spoke to the Scout Master regarding Eagle Scout fund raising.  They may be holding bottle and can returns; as well as a car wash to help off set funds
(5) Ayes
(0) Nays


Resolution 87/26
The Elbridge Town Board resolves to approve the 2025 Onondaga County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan.

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN OF ELBRIDGE ADOPTING THE 2025 ONONDAGA COUNTY MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN 

WHEREAS the Town of Elbridge recognizes the threat that natural hazards pose to people and property within Town of Elbridge; and 
WHEREAS the Town of Elbridge has prepared a multi-hazard mitigation plan, hereby known as 2025 Onondaga County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan in accordance with the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000; and  
WHEREAS 2025 Onondaga County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan identifies mitigation goals and actions to reduce or eliminate long-term risk to people and property in Town of Elbridge from the impacts of future hazards and disasters; and 
WHEREAS adoption by the Town of Elbridge demonstrates their commitment to hazard mitigation and achieving the goals outlined in the 2025 Onondaga County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan.  
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE TOWN OF ELBRIDGE, NEW YORK, THAT: 
Section 1. The Town of Elbridge adopts the 2025 Onondaga County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan .This plan, approved by the community, may be edited or amended after submission for review, but will not require the community to re-adopt any further iterations. This only applies to this specific plan and does not absolve the community from updating the plan in 5 years. 

RESOLVED: 
On a motion by Councilor Davis, seconded by Councilor Chilson, the above resolution was 
ADOPTED.
Question – Councilor Platten wondered if this will be done yearly now.  Ken will follow up with to get an answer
(5) Ayes
(0) Nays


Resolution 88/26
The Board of the Town of Elbridge authorizes the Elbridge Town Court to apply for a JCAP grant in the 2026-27 grant cycle up to $30,000.00. 

RESOLVED: 
On a motion by Councilor Farrugia, seconded by Councilor Chilson, the above resolution was ADOPTED.
Question – This is mostly for new technology equipment for the Justice department.
(5) Ayes
(0) Nays


Resolution 89/26
The Elbridge Town Board would like to spend up to $200.00 to help cover cost for the Vietnam Veteran plaque that is being purchased (funds should come out of Veterans Committee).  Check made payable to Village of Jordan. 

RESOLVED: 
On a motion by Supervisor Bush, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, the above resolution was ADOPTED.
(5) Ayes
(0) Nays









Resolution 90/26
The Elbridge Town Board would like to have the Supervisor sign a letter to Highlander Company expressing our concerns regarding the lack of progress regarding their schedule.

RESOLVED: 
On a motion by Councilor Platten, seconded by Councilor Farrugia, the above resolution was ADOPTED.
See Discussion under Committee Reports (Councilor Platten)
(5) Ayes
(0) Nays


Resolution 91/26
The Elbridge Town Board would like to give Weedsport Winter Wanderers consent to use the portion of the National Grid land (Tax Map #’s 040.04-32.0, 041.01-02, 041.02-09.0) to use as trails.

RESOLVED:
On a motion by Councilor Davis and seconded by Councilor Chilson, the above resolution was ADPOTED.
See discussion under Committee Reports (Supervisor Bush)
(4) Ayes – Platten, Davis, Bush, Chilson
(1) Abstained - Farrugia


Resolution 92/26
The Elbridge Town Board would like to use Costello Cooney & Frearon to be the council for the Ruth DeMarco vs Village of Elbridge case.  

RESOLVED
On a motion by Supervisor Bush and seconded by Councilor Platten the above resolution was ADOPTED.  
(5) Ayes
(0) Nays 



COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Councilor Chilson
· Joe Patrick would like to increase the registration fees for recreation programs.  He has consulted with several other nearby towns and has came up with some fees.  This is primarily due to the cost of updating gear constantly and cost to pay referees and umpires.  Jeremy will contact him to ask for a proposal to present to the board.

Councilor Farrugia
· Assessors – still working on permits and keeping up with regular stuff that needs to be done.  They would like to do some sort of “educational” meeting/brochure regarding the upcoming re-assessments that will be happening.
· Highway – Almost done with the oil and chipping of some roads.  Vacuum truck still is having maintenance issues.  Trash program will be wrapping up on 8/27.  It was a very good year for this with the help of Fred.  Buildings/grounds – still wanting to stripe the parking lot.  Hoping Jim can look at this soon.
· Technology – Town Center’s phone does not ring.  It automatically goes to voicemail.  After talking with Chris Hannon, he feels we need a new phone over there.  This should come out of Buildings/Grounds fund.
Councilor Platten
· Joint Water Meeting – pumping stations are delayed for another month due to back order/shipping.  There was a lot of frustration due to lack of progress regarding the schedule Highlander put out.  It’s not being followed or completed.  It was discussed that all three municipalities send a letter to Highlander expressing these frustrations and concerns and possible holding payments.  Substantial completion is scheduled for end of September.  Authorization was needed for a change order on repaving of roads which was due to unit pricing as well a new engineer on the new Jordan Road tank.  The home owner for the land acquisition has only 3 stipulations –
· Will go market assessed value for land
· Would like easement access to back driveway
· Fix the drainage pipe at end of his driveway – Village of Elbridge will do that
· Planning Board – 
· Aupperele Route 5 ext is in the final approval
· Rte 31 Slate Hill Contractors project.  There is no approved site plan.  Discussions with Steve Walburger from Planning Board was had with the board tonight.  His concerns were voiced and Nadine she some light on her view, but stated they must contact Attorney Joe Frateschi (Planning Board Attorney) so she is not over stepping his instructions.  Todd would like to contact the DOT liaison and ask questions.  There were several suggestions and will most likely be taken care of at the Planning Board (Public Hearling) meeting on September 1st.  Howard does not need approval from anyone to place a Stop Work Order.  
· Wildwood.  Is non-conforming at this point.  Planning Board has given them plenty of opportunities and time.  Again, suggestions were discussed and Todd to discuss these with Attorney Joe Frateschi.
· Smiley Face Silo on Rte 31.  The Tennant wants to do something with the property to make money like AIRBNB or events.  However the site plan has already been approved.  The actual owners would need to make these decisions.
· Limeledge – Educational Event Center has received a large grant from the state to put this up on the East side of Carpenters Brook
Councilor Davis 
· Doing a lot of work with Historians/Codes on the upcoming budget.
· Carissa Stone’s Eagle Scout Project.  She is in the process of organizing everything and will reach out once she is prepared for the next step.
· Jason/Michelle continued to help Patti in the archives
· Town Historian, Village of Elbridge Historian,  Jordan Historical Society and Village of Jordan will all be working together on a display tent for the Jordan Fall Festival.
· Spoke with Scott Miller about budget.  Some trees came down and have since been removed from several cemeteries.
· Insurance – RFP is in place with Ken Bush and working on.
· Discussed properties that Howard is currently working on.
· Would like to discuss budget goals at the Budget Workshop Meetings.
Supervisor Bush
· Budget work sheets are due on 8/21 to Riley. 
· Weedsport Winter Wanderers are requesting a written consent to use a portion of the National Grid land for trails.  Tax Map #’s040.04-32.0, 041.01-02, 041.02-09.0.
Town Clerk 
· In regards to CNYSPCA, there have been 2 issues recently and we have not been called to verify if dogs are registered or not.  Nadine gave me a phone number of someone at CNYSPCA to contact and discuss.  Patti Cooper to call on 8/21.
· Suggested that if any Boy/Girl Scouts would like to earn badges – the landscaping here at the Town could use some TLC.
· 

MONTHLY REPORTS ON FILE:  Highway, Supervisor, Historian

AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION:  
· Ruth Kinch – regarding the dog issues, she wondered if there is anything that can be done for the cat population of ferral cats.  There is nothing the Town or CNY SCPA can do.
· Steve Walburger spoke on the Wildwood situation and where he stands as Planning Board for upcoming Planning Board meeting.
· Doug Blumer spoke on clarification of PPD application vs site plan.  Nadine spoke on that.

ADJOURNMENT:  Motion by Councilor Chilson and seconded by Councilor Farrugia to adjourn regular meeting at 8:59 PM
(5) Ayes
(0) Nays

NEXT MEETINGS: 
The Elbridge Town Board will hold their budget workshop on September 3, 2026 at 6:00 PM
The Elbridge Town Board will hold their next meeting on September 17, 2026 at 7:00 PM


Submitted,

Patti Cooper
Elbridge Town Clerk
