
 

  

The 11-Year-Old Man
 

Contents 
Preface ............................................................................ 1 

Introduction .................................................................. 2 

I Restless ....................................................................... 7 

1. Shielded ........................................................................... 7 
2. Hidmo Debate  Woki Zager .................................... 15 
3. Friday Evening - Asmara ............................................ 25 
4. Foolishness - Mendefera ............................................. 30 
5. MiG21 Down - Keren ................................................. 39 
6. Fiat Talero  Woki Duba ............................................ 45 
7. The Alternative - Emba Derho .................................. 52 
8. Point of No Return - Meqerka ................................... 59 

II Toward The West..................................................... 71 

9. Keep Moving - Teharek .............................................. 71 
10. Training Camp - Kerkebet .......................................... 81 
11. Nights in Kerkebet ...................................................... 89 
12. Deployment .................................................................. 93 

III Kalashnikov ............................................................99 

13. The Prison - Mogoraib ................................................ 99 
14. Tegorba ........................................................................ 108 
15. Life in Alet .................................................................. 113 

IV Leninism & Marxism ............................................ 121 

16. The Vanguards - Merih ............................................. 121 
17. The Hunting Expedition ........................................... 129 
18. The Graduation .......................................................... 134 

V Empty Pouch .......................................................... 147 

19. The Escape .................................................................. 154 
20. Kassala ......................................................................... 157 

VI Transit ................................................................... 163 

21. The Privileged Poor - Tenedba ................................ 163 
22. Exit from Tenedba .................................................... 170 
23. Khartoum Airport ...................................................... 175 



 

 

The 11-Year-Old Man

VII The Flight ............................................................ 183 

24. A Jungle Man in Paris ............................................... 183 
25. Agonizing Three Days .............................................. 190 

VIII The Shock .......................................................... 195 

26. Singel Straat ................................................................ 195 
27. Janet ............................................................................. 199 
28. Lord Nelson ............................................................... 208 
29. The Guests .................................................................. 212 

IX The Fight .............................................................. 223 

30. The Moeder MAVO .................................................. 223 
31. Amersfoort ................................................................. 238 
32.  Mrs. Nederstigt ......................................... 243 

X Magical Year .......................................................... 257 

33. Reconnecting .............................................................. 257 
34. Graduation Day ......................................................... 266 
35. Returning Home ........................................................ 279 
36. Unfinished Business .................................................. 283 
37. Immigrant For Life .................................................... 287 
38. Never Burn Bridges ................................................... 299 

XI EriAm Sisters ....................................................... 307 

39. Speaking of Our Kids ............................................... 307 
40. Regrets ......................................................................... 318 


