The 3 P’s Of An Embarrassing Failure 
(or Snatching Defeat From The Jaws Of Victory)

Like many of you, I spent some of my weekend watching the FINAL FOUR. The set up was perfect. Four Teams, all number one seeds. Some win. Some lose. And some lose by FAILING to do one of the most basic exercises: PUT THE BALL IN PLAY WITHOUT TURNING IT OVER.

It was more than one reason why Houston came back from a mile away and defeated Duke in the last seconds. But one big reason was Duke failed to PUT THE BALL IN PLAY WITHOUT TURNING IT OVER. 

That said,

I have some homework for Duke this Summer. Three Lessons. Three Action Steps


✅👊💥 LESSON ONE: Learn how to put the ball in play without turning it over 

Action Step: PRACTICE does not make things perfect, but it will make the team better 


✅👊💥 LESSON TWO (repeat): Learn how to put the ball in play without turning it over 

Action Step: PERSEVERANCE is essential when the pressure comes at you from every direction. You MUST find a way and keep on Pressing On, in order to keep on Playing On!


✅👊💥 LESSON THREE (repeat): Learn how to put the ball in play without turning it over 

Action Step: PANIC sets in when the disciplines of Practice and Perseverance are not working, and all of the sudden you’ve gone from bad to worse.


REMEMBER: It’s the small things that will set you up for failure IF you can’t do the small things well, like PUTTING THE BALL IN PLAY

“And if worry can’t accomplish a little thing like that, what’s the use of worrying over bigger things?”


“Don’t you realize that in a race everyone runs, but only one person gets the prize? So run to win! All athletes are disciplined in their training. They do it to win a prize that will fade away, but we do it for an eternal prize. So I run with purpose in every step. I am not just shadowboxing. I discipline my body like an athlete, training it to do what it should. Otherwise, I fear that after preaching to others I myself might be disqualified.”


Go Win!
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