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SDL PAYLOAD CHALLENGE CRITERIA

Judging Criteria 1000 points possible):

Scientific or Technical Objective(s) 400 points) 
How relevant and well-designed is your scientific or technical objective? 

Payload Construction and Overall Professionalism 250 points) 
Includes make/buy decisions, craftsmanship, material usage, poster, handouts, reports,
etc. 

Readiness / Turnkey Operation 50 points) 
Will the payload interfere with launch operations? Will the payload operate after hours of launch preparation, rail time, heat, 
waiting for other launches, etc? 

Execution of Objective 300 points) 
Judges should be informed of results by Saturday at noon or a zero in this category will be assessed. 
How well did it accomplish the objective(s)? 
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“Amendment 9.1.5 - 

Rockets with deployed payloads shall contain no more than a single 1) independently recoverable 
body.

Amendment 2.3.1 -

The launch vehicle shall carry no less than 4.4 lbs. of payload. Payload is defined as being
replaceable with ballast of the same mass, with no change to the launch vehicle trajectory in
reaching the target apogee, or its successful recovery. This payload may be assumed present 
when calculating the launch vehicle's stability. There is no requirement for launch vehicles to be 
stable without the required payload mass on board.

Notes from latest Town Hall
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CubeSats are a class of nanosatellites 
with“1U” measuring 10x10x10 cms

10 cm ~ 4 inches, the Diameter of LURA 
KIT L1
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SDL PAYLOAD CHALLENGE TIMELINE



REFERENCES AND PDFS

IREC RULES
SDL PAYLOAD RULES

IREC TEST DESIGN AND EVALUATION GUIDE
MASTER SCHEDULE 

REGISTRATION FORMS
ALLOWABLE BATTERIES

https://www.soundingrocket.org/uploads/9/0/6/4/9064598/irec_rules_and_requirements_document_v_1.6_.pdf
https://www.soundingrocket.org/uploads/9/0/6/4/9064598/2025_sdl_payload_update.pdf
https://www.soundingrocket.org/uploads/9/0/6/4/9064598/2025-irec_dteg_v1.1.6_02-14-25.pdf
https://www.soundingrocket.org/uploads/9/0/6/4/9064598/irec_ims-20250322.pdf
https://www.soundingrocket.org/uploads/9/0/6/4/9064598/pre-registration_instructions_2025.pdf
https://www.soundingrocket.org/uploads/9/0/6/4/9064598/batteries_sac_2024.pdf

