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In short, you can learn to do a moderately 
difficult trick well more easily than you can a 
perfectly easy trick. On a sleight-of-hand trick 
you can’t skimp; on an easy trick the 
temptation is almost irresistible. You won’t 
dare to show a feat of skill that is only half 
practiced—and this is one of the basic axioms 
in all conjuring.
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