




An update on Dmitry Mosin, 
Ukrainian Magician

“Born in Vienna in 1923, [Paul] 
Potassy entered university to become 
an engineer, like his father before him. 
But the Second World War 
intervened, and he was drafted into 
the German army and sent to the 
Russian front. In a compelling tale 
that he would tell for the rest of his 
life, Potassy would recount how his 
unit was overrun on the battlefield and how he tried 
to play dead to evade detection. But as Russian 
soldiers worked their way across the killing 
grounds, stabbing the bodies with 
their bayonets to finish the grisly 
job, Potassy made himself known, 
begging mercy as he shouted the 
word “artist” by way of 
identification. With a gun to his face, 
Potassy produced a deck of cards. 
Performing magic then and there, he 
persuaded his captors to take him 
prisoner instead of leaving him as 
another battlefield corpse.

Paul would become one of the most celebrated and 
respected European magical performers of the 
twentieth century. He died at the age of 94 in 2018. 
You would be hard pressed to find a story in the 
annals of magic history more “consequential” than 

the use of magic to save a life.Magic in the Trenches 
of War

There is nothing conceivably 
grizzlier than the horrors of 
war. It's probably the last place 
you'd expect to find magical 
entertainment, but on reflection, 
perhaps the conditions in which 
a little of our magical artistry 
might be most needed.

The Story of Paul Potassy (from 
Magicana)

“He spent four-and-a-half years interned in a prison 
camp, a life spared thanks to his performing 
abilities, which he then employed to make life more 
bearable for his fellow prisoners as well as his 
captors. On being released in 1946, he convinced his 
father to allow him to pursue magic as a career 
instead of engineering and the rest, as the saying 
goes, is history. ...”

[Story adapted from “Paul Potassy: 'Magic Saved 
My Life'” from “Magic at War” - 
https://magicatwar.blogspot.com/2020/07/magic-
saved-my-life.html

As many of you know, Ukrainian magician, Dmitry 
Mosin has been the subject of several campaigns 

and fund drives to support his work 
with the wounded Ukrainian soldiers 
in-country and many of the internally 
displaced Ukrainian families. In the past 
we have been able to help him purchase 
a used station wagon for transporting 
his equipment across country and to 
perform in zones close to the active 
fighting.

With his family relocated to England, 
Dmitry is still assisting refugee centers, performing 
in churches and in social communities as well as 
returning to the hospitals and shelters as Russia 

continues to expand its missile and drown 
attacks throughout the country. He has 
just returned to Dnipro from an all-
Ukrainian tour with a clown company, 
bringing psychological relief and goodwill 
to Ukrainian families and their children in 
often remote locations throughout the 
country.

Thanks again to each of you who have 
supported Dmitry Mosin in the past and 
for your continued interest and concern.

Just sayin' ...

[Photo credit: Paul Potassy, Magischer Zirkel
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