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How	to	tell	what	edition	a	book	is

How	to	tell	what	edition	and	printing	a	book	is.	

	How	do	i	find	out	the	edition	of	a	book.		How	to	tell	what	edition	a	book	is	harry	potter.	
	How	to	tell	what	edition	a	comic	book	is.		

1	Look	for	text	that	states	the	edition	of	the	book.	Sometimes,	the	publisher	will	clearly	write	which	edition	of	the	book	you	have	on	the	bottom	of	the	copyright	page.	Look	for	the	phrase	“First	Edition”	followed	by	the	year.	
If	you’re	lucky,	the	copyright	page	will	list	the	years	each	edition	was	released.[1]	If	the	publisher	of	the	book	has	changed	since	it	was	first	released,	the	edition	number	is	reset.	This	means	there	could	technically	be	two	or	more	first	editions	of	the	same	book.	A	“true”	first	edition	of	a	book	is	the	first	time	the	text	was	published	in	the	first	printing
run	of	the	book.	2	Check	the	year	the	book	was	copyrighted	versus	when	it	was	published.	Find	the	phrase	“Text	copyright”	at	the	top	of	the	page.	If	the	copyright	year	and	the	year	of	publication	is	the	same,	it	is	likely	that	you	have	a	first	edition	of	the	book.	If	they	are	different,	you	will	know	you	have	a	later	edition	of	the	book.[2]	The	dates	may
differ	on	a	first	edition	if	the	copyright	was	acquired	at	a	different	time	than	the	publishing.[3]	If	edits	have	been	made	to	the	text	of	the	book,	there	may	be	multiple	years	listed	under	the	copyright	date.	Always	use	the	most	recent	year	as	your	basis	of	judgement.	

Advertisement	3	Use	the	number	line	to	determine	the	printing.	The	number	line	near	the	bottom	of	the	page	doesn’t	necessarily	determine	the	edition,	but	it	tells	you	how	many	times	the	book	has	been	printed.	If	there	is	a	1	still	present	in	the	number	line,	it	is	the	first	print	of	the	book	from	the	publisher.	As	more	runs	are	printed,	the	lowest
number	in	the	line	will	determine	what	printing	you	have.[4]	The	numbers	may	be	in	numerical	order	or	they	may	be	in	no	discernible	order.	Always	look	for	the	lowest	number.	Sometimes,	the	printing	year	is	also	included	in	the	line,	denoted	by	the	last	2	digits	of	the	year.	For	example,	the	number	line	may	read	1	2	3	4	5	00	99	98	97	96.	This	book
would	then	be	the	1st	print	in	1996.	Advertisement	1	Research	the	differences	between	editions	of	the	book.	Usually,	the	edition	will	only	change	if	the	content	inside	of	the	book	has	changed.	If	there’s	a	line	added	or	removed	from	the	dust	jacket	or	a	new	passage	is	put	in,	it	could	signal	the	book	is	an	updated	edition.	Many	websites	will	list	what
the	differences	are	between	the	editions.[5]	For	non-fiction	books,	new	information	or	studies	may	be	added	in	newer	editions	to	keep	the	information	current	and	clear.[6]	2	Check	the	dust	jacket	to	see	if	your	book	is	a	“Book	Club	Edition.”	Book	club	editions	are	books	produced	specifically	for	book-of-the-month	clubs	or	similar	services.	Inside	the
dust	jacket,	instead	of	a	price,	it	will	either	read	‘’Book	Club	Edition’’	or	have	a	5-digit	code	for	identification.[7]	Book	club	editions	may	leave	the	area	that	normally	has	a	barcode	blank	as	well.	3	Determine	if	the	ISBN	is	for	a	limited	edition.	The	International	Standard	Book	Number,	or	ISBN,	is	a	unique	10	or	13	digit	number	to	notate	an	edition	or
variation	of	a	book.	While	a	limited	edition	copy	of	a	book	is	usually	noted	on	the	cover	or	copyright	page,	you	can	check	the	ISBN	listed	above	the	barcode.	Search	the	ISBN	online	or	compare	it	to	the	ones	listed	on	the	copyright	page.[8]	The	same	book	can	have	multiple	ISBNs	depending	on	if	it’s	released	in	hardcover,	paperback,	or	a	limited
edition	style.	Advertisement	Add	New	Question	Question	What	is	a	first	edition	book?	wikiHow	Staff	Editor	Staff	Answer	This	answer	was	written	by	one	of	our	trained	team	of	researchers	who	validated	it	for	accuracy	and	comprehensiveness.	

The	first	edition	is	simply	the	first	published	version	of	a	book.	There	may	be	multiple	printings	of	a	single	edition.	If	any	updates	or	changes	are	made	to	the	text,	or	the	book	is	released	in	a	new	format	(such	as	paperback	vs.	hardcover),	then	a	new	edition	will	be	published.	Question	What’s	the	difference	between	a	first	edition	and	a	first	printing?
wikiHow	Staff	Editor	Staff	Answer	This	answer	was	written	by	one	of	our	trained	team	of	researchers	who	validated	it	for	accuracy	and	comprehensiveness.	A	first	printing	is	the	first	set	of	a	particular	version	or	edition	of	a	book,	while	the	“edition”	refers	to	the	content	and	format	of	the	book	itself.	A	first	edition	book	can	have	multiple	printings	if
the	first	printing	sells	out.	In	the	rare	books	trade,	first	printings	of	first	editions	are	usually	the	most	sought-after,	and	the	term	“first	edition”	is	often	used	to	refer	to	the	first	printing	of	a	first	edition.	
Question	Are	first	edition	books	worth	anything?	wikiHow	Staff	Editor	Staff	Answer	This	answer	was	written	by	one	of	our	trained	team	of	researchers	who	validated	it	for	accuracy	and	comprehensiveness.	The	value	of	a	first	edition	book	depends	on	lots	of	factors.	A	rare	first	edition	of	a	classic	work	of	literature	might	be	worth	hundreds	or
thousands	of	dollars,	for	example,	especially	if	it’s	also	a	first	printing,	is	in	excellent	condition,	and	has	its	original	dust	jacket.	On	the	other	hand,	a	more	modern	first	edition,	or	an	older	first	edition	book	that’s	not	in	good	shape	or	is	not	the	first	printing,	might	not	sell	for	much.	See	more	answers	Ask	a	Question	Advertisement	Thanks
Advertisement	This	article	was	co-authored	by	wikiHow	staff	writer,	Hunter	Rising.	Hunter	Rising	is	a	wikiHow	Staff	Writer	based	in	Los	Angeles.	He	has	more	than	three	years	of	experience	writing	for	and	working	with	wikiHow.	Hunter	holds	a	BFA	in	Entertainment	Design	from	the	University	of	Wisconsin	-	Stout	and	a	Minor	in	English	Writing.
This	article	has	been	viewed	155,386	times.	Co-authors:	5	Updated:	January	22,	2020	Views:	155,386	Categories:	Books	Print	Send	fan	mail	to	authors	Thanks	to	all	authors	for	creating	a	page	that	has	been	read	155,386	times.	A	book’s	edition	determines	its	value.	For	instance,	the	first	edition	of	a	book	is	more	expensive	and	holds	more	weight	than
its	tenth	edition	because	it’s	an	original	copy.	First-edition	books	are	also	difficult	to	access	and	less	likely	to	be	circulating	in	the	market.	Nevertheless,	this	does	not	mean	that	later	book	editions	hold	no	value.	Unfortunately,	telling	the	edition	of	a	book	is	more	complicated	than	you	think!	Here’s	how	to	find	the	edition	of	a	book:			Head	Over	to	the
Copyright	Page	1.	Review	the	text	that	depicts	the	book’s	edition	The	copyright	page	usually	follows	the	book’s	title	page.	It	consists	of	ISBN	information,	printing	history,	publication	information,	copyright	notices,	legal	notices,	and	other	such	content.	At	times,	publishing	companies	mention	the	edition	of	a	book	on	the	copyright	page,	depicting	its
original	publishing	date.	Other	times,	readers	might	not	be	so	lucky!	If	a	book	has	more	than	one	publisher,	the	edition	and	publishing	date	gets	reset.	This	may	make	you	feel	like	you	have	a	rare	copy	when	it’s	actually	a	technical	reprint.	2.	Check	the	book’s	published	and	copyright	date	To	know	if	your	book	is	the	first	edition,	review	the	back	of	the
title	page	and	consider	the	copyright	information.	
Now	match	the	copyright	date	with	its	publishing	date.	If	the	book’s	publication	date	isn’t	mentioned,	you	can	search	for	it	online.	
Your	book	is	probably	the	first	edition	if	both	the	copyright	and	the	publication	date	match.		If	they	don’t	your	book	is	a	later	edition	of	the	original	copy.	

Please	note	that	a	book	may	have	more	than	one	copyright	date.	So,	use	the	most	recent	one	for	reference	when	comparing	it	to	the	publishing	date.	Related	Post:	How	to	Check	When	&	Where	a	Book	Is	Published	3.	Determine	the	print	by	using	the	number	line	The	book’s	printing	page	consists	of	a	line	of	numbers	that	tell	how	many	times	the	book
was	printed.	Your	book	could	be	the	first	edition	if	the	line	consists	of	number	one.	Amongst	all	the	numbers,	the	lowest	one	represents	the	correct	number	of	printing.	The	number	list	may	also	show	the	printing	date.	So,	one	should	always	consider	the	most	recent	date	for	reference.			Other	Aspects	That	Depict	the	Book’s	Edition	1.	

Additional	section	information	Look	out	for	information	that	states	the	addition	of	new	sections.	A	book’s	edition	changes	if	more	information	is	added	to	it.	Therefore,	search	for	new	paragraphs	in	the	book	to	know	about	the	book’s	edition.	Non-fiction	books	usually	have	added	information	that	indicates	the	addition	of	a	new	section	in	the	book.	Also
Read:	Self-Publishing	vs	Traditional	Publishing	[Which	Should	You	Opt?]	2.	Find	out	if	your	book	is	a	book-club	edition	Book	club	editions	are	produced	for	book	clubs.	They	are	reprints	and	aren’t	much	worth.	Therefore,	it’s	important	to	know	whether	or	not	your	book	is	a	book-club	edition	if	you	plan	to	sell	it.	Consider	the	dust	jacket	of	your	book.	If
it	has	no	bar	code	or	a	price,	your	book	is	probably	a	book-club	edition.	3.	Limited	edition’s	ISBN	The	ISBN	is	the	international	standard	book	number,	consisting	of	ten	to	thirteen	numbers	that	determine	the	book’s	edition	or	variation.	You	can	find	the	book’s	ISBN	on	its	copyright	page	or	the	cover.	Sometimes,	it’s	also	located	on	top	of	the	barcode.	
You	can	also	search	for	the	ISBN	online	and	compare	it	with	the	one	on	the	copyright	page.	If	both	numbers	match,	your	book	is	possibly	the	first	edition.	Also	Read:	A	Guide	to	Become	Successful	Book	Editing	Professional			Conclusion	Finding	the	edition	of	a	book	isn’t	easy.	However,	it’s	important	if	you	plan	on	selling	a	book	in	the	market.	
Follow	these	steps	to	learn	your	book’s	edition	and	sell	it	in	the	market	at	the	right	price.	A	book’s	edition	determines	its	value.	For	instance,	the	first	edition	of	a	book	is	more	expensive	and	holds	more	weight	than	its	tenth	edition	because	it’s	an	original	copy.	First-edition	books	are	also	difficult	to	access	and	less	likely	to	be	circulating	in	the
market.	Nevertheless,	this	does	not	mean	that	later	book	editions	hold	no	value.	Unfortunately,	telling	the	edition	of	a	book	is	more	complicated	than	you	think!	Here’s	how	to	find	the	edition	of	a	book:			Head	Over	to	the	Copyright	Page	1.	Review	the	text	that	depicts	the	book’s	edition	The	copyright	page	usually	follows	the	book’s	title	page.	It
consists	of	ISBN	information,	printing	history,	publication	information,	copyright	notices,	legal	notices,	and	other	such	content.	At	times,	publishing	companies	mention	the	edition	of	a	book	on	the	copyright	page,	depicting	its	original	publishing	date.	Other	times,	readers	might	not	be	so	lucky!	If	a	book	has	more	than	one	publisher,	the	edition	and
publishing	date	gets	reset.	This	may	make	you	feel	like	you	have	a	rare	copy	when	it’s	actually	a	technical	reprint.	2.	Check	the	book’s	published	and	copyright	date	To	know	if	your	book	is	the	first	edition,	review	the	back	of	the	title	page	and	consider	the	copyright	information.	Now	match	the	copyright	date	with	its	publishing	date.	If	the	book’s
publication	date	isn’t	mentioned,	you	can	search	for	it	online.	Your	book	is	probably	the	first	edition	if	both	the	copyright	and	the	publication	date	match.		If	they	don’t	your	book	is	a	later	edition	of	the	original	copy.	Please	note	that	a	book	may	have	more	than	one	copyright	date.	So,	use	the	most	recent	one	for	reference	when	comparing	it	to	the
publishing	date.	Related	Post:	How	to	Check	When	&	Where	a	Book	Is	Published	3.	Determine	the	print	by	using	the	number	line	The	book’s	printing	page	consists	of	a	line	of	numbers	that	tell	how	many	times	the	book	was	printed.	Your	book	could	be	the	first	edition	if	the	line	consists	of	number	one.	Amongst	all	the	numbers,	the	lowest	one
represents	the	correct	number	of	printing.	The	number	list	may	also	show	the	printing	date.	So,	one	should	always	consider	the	most	recent	date	for	reference.			Other	Aspects	That	Depict	the	Book’s	Edition	1.	Additional	section	information	Look	out	for	information	that	states	the	addition	of	new	sections.	A	book’s	edition	changes	if	more	information
is	added	to	it.	Therefore,	search	for	new	paragraphs	in	the	book	to	know	about	the	book’s	edition.	
Non-fiction	books	usually	have	added	information	that	indicates	the	addition	of	a	new	section	in	the	book.	Also	Read:	Self-Publishing	vs	Traditional	Publishing	[Which	Should	You	Opt?]	2.	Find	out	if	your	book	is	a	book-club	edition	Book	club	editions	are	produced	for	book	clubs.	They	are	reprints	and	aren’t	much	worth.	Therefore,	it’s	important	to
know	whether	or	not	your	book	is	a	book-club	edition	if	you	plan	to	sell	it.	Consider	the	dust	jacket	of	your	book.	If	it	has	no	bar	code	or	a	price,	your	book	is	probably	a	book-club	edition.	3.	Limited	edition’s	ISBN	The	ISBN	is	the	international	standard	book	number,	consisting	of	ten	to	thirteen	numbers	that	determine	the	book’s	edition	or	variation.	
You	can	find	the	book’s	ISBN	on	its	copyright	page	or	the	cover.	Sometimes,	it’s	also	located	on	top	of	the	barcode.	You	can	also	search	for	the	ISBN	online	and	compare	it	with	the	one	on	the	copyright	page.	If	both	numbers	match,	your	book	is	possibly	the	first	edition.	Also	Read:	A	Guide	to	Become	Successful	Book	Editing	Professional			Conclusion
Finding	the	edition	of	a	book	isn’t	easy.	
However,	it’s	important	if	you	plan	on	selling	a	book	in	the	market.	Follow	these	steps	to	learn	your	book’s	edition	and	sell	it	in	the	market	at	the	right	price.


