HUNTSBURG TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Minutes
March 3, 2026

The regular meeting was called to order at 7:02 pm with the following members present:

Trustees Sutter, Judd, Pillot, Fiscal Officer Saunders, Zoning Inspector Paul Tucker, Maintenance Supervisor Charles Wright, and Captain Tony Yeropoli, Middlefield Fire Dept.
Trustee Sutter led in the Pledge of Allegiance.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Approval of the minutes of the February 17, 2026 meeting.

RESOLUTION # 2026-024
Approval of Minutes

A motion was made by Trustee Judd and seconded by 

Trustee Pillot to approve the minutes of February 17, 2026

 
meeting as presented.

	Roll Call:
	Yes
	No

	Sutter
	X
	

	Judd
	X
	

	Pillot
	X
	

	Motion  Unanimously  Carried


FINANCIAL REPORT: 

January Bank Reconciliation and Supporting Documents.

Fiscal Officer Saunders presented bills, vouchers, and purchase orders and warrants for board approval.

RESOLUTION # 2026-025
Approval Bills for Payment

A motion was made by Trustee Judd and seconded by
Trustee Pillot to approve for payment payroll and

A/P vouchers for February 24  and March 3, 2026

Totals


$ 21,630.96
See Exhibit A

	Roll Call:
	Yes
	No

	Sutter
	X
	

	Judd
	X
	

	Pillot
	X
	

	Motion  Unanimously  Carried


GUEST

No guest were present

ZONING REPORT:

Retirement of Robert Ballish Card and Letter

BZA Zoning Met in Town Hall March 25th 

Huntsburg hosted the Geauga County Zoning group on February 25th at the Community Center 6:30. Andy Rose from Concord Township is the guest speaker to talk about HB 109 short term rentals. Turn out was good. Huntsburg raised the bar as host.
Nancy’s Saunders permit for the screened porch.

All 4 shared driveway variances passed the 25th.

House at 12234 Madison Rd sold. Single 4 generation family bought it and are looking to live there as a 4 unit home. Inspector Paul Tucker is meeting with them on Wednesday about possible variance. He will consult Sheila Salem if a variance is required.

MAINTENANCE REPORT: 

Summer Help Ad has been placed in the Good News will run for 2 weeks accepting resumes until March 16th. 

ROADS:

Plowing, Salting, Spread gravel. Cold Patching large holes when able. 
Drive Pipe to be installed at 13146 Hayes
EQUIPMENT:

All Equipment is back, All OK

Trustees asked Charlie not to use the John Deer unless absolutely necessary.

ROW:

Geauga Co Engineer would like a new ROW resolution each year.

RESOLUTION # 2026-026

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE GEAUGA COUNTY COMMISSIONERS HIGHWAY USE MANUAL AND AUTHORIZING THE GEAUGA COUNTY ENGINEER TO ISSUE AND ENFORCE ALL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES OUTLINED THEREIN

Geauga County, Ohio

A motion was made by Trustee Pillot and seconded by Trustee Judd to adopt the following: 

WHEREAS, the Huntsburg Township Board of Trustees desire to have a uniform and efficient method for regulating utilities within the right-of-way, issuing special permits for hauling on highways, and installation of driveway pipes within the right-of-way;

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Chapters 5547, 5577 and 5571.16, a township board of trustees may prescribe conditions for the accommodation of utilities within the road right-of way, require the issuance of permits to vehicles exceeding the weight limits on public roads imposed by the county commissioners, and require a person to obtain a permit before installing and/or replacing driveway pipes within the road right-of-way; 

WHEREAS, Geauga County has in place the Geauga County Commissioners' Highway Use Manual, implemented by the Geauga County Engineer's Office, which provides for a uniform and efficient method of regulating of utilities, the hauling on public roads and highways and the installation of driveway culverts within the right-of-way; WHEREAS, the Geauga County Engineer's Office issues and enforces the policies, procedures and permitting outlined in the Geauga County Commissioners Highway Use Manual; NOW, 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Huntsburg Township Board of Trustees hereby adopts the Geauga County Highway Use Manual. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Huntsburg Township Board of Trustees authorizes the Geauga County Engineer's Office to issue and enforce all policies and procedures as outlined in said Highway Use Manual.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Fiscal Officer of the Board of Trustees is hereby instructed to transmit a certified copy of this resolution to the Geauga County Engineer.

	Roll Call:
	Yes
	No

	Sutter
	X
	

	Judd
	X
	

	Pillot
	X
	

	Motion  Unanimously  Carried


COMMUNITY CENTER

Charlie fixed the Zamboni, 

Leak in middle classroom from ac unit. Geauga Mechanical has been called.

Lynda Nemeth – Women’s support group is meeting Weds March 11th in the banquet room Township will charge the $1 per person, the meeting usually last 2 hours and is less than 25 people. 

Election Day Polling Location is May 5,2026
There is a leak in middle classroom. Whether it is from the wall AC unit or the roof is still to be determined. Geauga Mechanical came out repaired a/c unit and will return to further evaluate. 

CEMETERY:  

Stanton in July
GYM:

All is ok at the Gym.
TOWN HALL:  

Geauga Center Arts Group lost their venue for their fundraiser production and will be using the Town Hall March 6 & 7. The Non-profit group is asking for a reduced rate if possible. Currently $100 per day is what the fee is at. The 6th is rehearsal and 7th performance. Trustees decided to reduce the rate to half as long as the group cleans up after themselves, Rent will be $100 instead of $200.
Amy repaired some of the chairs in the auditorium and tightened many loose bolts. 

Maintenance installed the barricades  to protect the septic.

FIRE DEPT:

Collaboration meeting recap: Trustee Sutter and Fiscal officer Saunders attended the meeting. Middlefield Village and Township are asking Huntsburg and Parkman Township to match their amount of $115,000 to form ad collaboration district for EMS.

Currently the funds are not in Huntsburg Budget, and a levy would be needed.
Next Meeting March 26 4:30 pm

Captain Tony Yeropoli reported:

1 Odor Investigation in a home

1 Gas Well Leak

1 Commercial Fire Alarm

6 First Responder/Assist Medics

Non-Emergency Activity:

Reviewed and approved the emergency plan for Hershey Montessori School

Trained extensively on Ice Rescue, including a drill with our Auto Aid partners on Zrolka Dr. 

Completed interior upgrades on our Live Fire training facility. The facility is now ready for training burns. 

Notes:

On February 11, a Community Care Ambulance Medic unit was involved in a rollover crash at Mayfield and Old State, while responding from UH Geauga Medical Center to a medical emergency on Pioneer Rd. Due to the crew responding from the hospital where they had already transported another emergency patient, our Paramedic staffed Engine was on scene of the Pioneer Rd call, and continued patient care until a mutual aid Medic unit could arrive. 

PARKS:

All is ok at the Parks
OLD BUSINESS:      

Go Green Site Improvement Grant was approved, Ordering of Materials cannot be purchased until we get the contract. 

Go Green Community Grant was approved, for trash day, Ordering of Materials cannot be purchased until we get the contract. 

Solar  - Shelia has reviewed the following resolution and has gotten back 

Table is recommended. Here are her Thoughts: They can pass it with some revisions but would need to decide if they wish to or not . We normally caution boards not to get involved With anything remotely political as it can be deemed improper since you are using public funds / resources to do so . I have not found any other townships that have been asked to pass this yet . 

RESOLUTION # TABLED

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HUNTSBURG CALLING ON THE STATE LEGISLATURE OF OHIO TO PASS LEGISLATION TO ALLOW FOR THE CREATION OF A COMMUNITY ENERGY PILOT PROGRAM IN OHIO. 

WHEREAS, Huntsburg Township is a small rural community of approximately 3800 residents in Northeast Ohio; and

WHEREAS, the Township has a signed contract with developer TJA Energy, contingent on the passage of community energy legislation, to build a community solar project on 50 acres of land; and

WHEREAS, the project will diversify Township revenue and ensure the continued sustainability of services including park upkeep and repair and replacement of maintenance equipment; and

WHEREAS, the project developer has a strong preference for using local labor and domestic materials in its construction and maintenance which will benefit Ohio based companies and workers; and

WHEREAS, in June 2025, Ohioans saw a 26% increase on their electricity bills and community solar facilities have been shown to save households 5% to 20% on their electricity costs; and

WHEREAS, Ohio imports 20% of its energy and community energy facilities produce energy locally, avoiding costly transmission upgrades and improving grid reliability for all ratepayers; and

WHEREAS, community energy facilities allow customers to choose the source of their electricity, including customers that desire to purchase solar energy but lack conditions to generate their own; and

WHEREAS, a study from Ohio University determined that a “Community Solar Pilot Program” would generate an estimated $5.6 billion in gross output and $409.5 million in local tax revenues; and 

WHEREAS, 24 states currently have specific enabling legislation for community energy, which provides a framework that supports the production of community energy facilities in those states; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township of Huntsburg calls on the Ohio Legislature to approve a community energy pilot program (HB303), which passed the Ohio House with a 77 to 8 affirmative vote and awaits passage in the Ohio Senate.

What changes would the Township like to make?

Trustees will review a little longer and decide if they will revisit the above resolution in the future.

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-027

Support of 988

A motion was made by Trustee Pillot and seconded by

Trustee Judd to approve the  resolution of the board of trustees of Huntsburg township supporting the display of 988 mental health crisis hotline signage at township parks and buildings



WHEREAS, the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline provides free, confidential, 24-hour support to individuals experiencing mental health crises, substance use crises, or emotional distress; and

WHEREAS, increasing public awareness of the 988 Lifeline promotes early intervention, crisis prevention, and community well-being; and

WHEREAS, visible and accessible signage displaying the 988 Lifeline number in public spaces can provide critical information at times when individuals or families may urgently need assistance; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees recognizes the importance of supporting mental health awareness and ensuring Township facilities serve as safe and informed community environments;



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Trustees of Huntsburg Township, Geauga County, Ohio, that:

1. Huntsburg Township formally supports the 988 Suicide & Crisis Lifeline initiative.

2. The Township shall display appropriate 988 mental health crisis hotline signage at all Township parks and within Township-owned buildings, where practical and permissible.

3. The Township administration is authorized to determine suitable signage placement locations to ensure visibility and accessibility to the public.

4. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption and when signage is available.

	Roll Call:
	Yes
	No

	Sutter
	X
	

	Judd
	X
	

	Pillot
	X
	

	Motion  Unanimously  Carried


Trustees also stated Huntsburg will incur the cost of the signage for the above.

NEW BUSINESS:

Trustee Sutter mention the Grant Community Project Request submissions for FY27: Due by Friday there is enough time to complete the application, There are many hoops to jump through, and letters of support are needed. And we would have to know which project we are looking at doing. Trustees decided to pass this time since the Township is already working on two grants for the park, one grant for scrap tire day, one grant for the improvement to the  recycle area, one OTARMA grant, two Nopec Grants, and a ODOT Sign grant.
POLICY:

Bereavement day adjustment:

After reviewing the current policy on Bereavement day which list immediate family as: spouse, parent, brother, sister, child, step-child, grandparent, mother-in-law father-in-law daughter-in-law and son-in-law and step parent. The Board decided to change it adding Brother-in-law, Sister – in-law,  as well as Grandparents-in-laws.
RESOLUTION # 2026-028

Adjustment to Bereavement Day Policy

A motion was made by Trustee Judd and seconded by

Trustee Pillot to adjust the Policy Bereavement Day

Adding Brother in-law, Sister in-law and Grandparents in-laws.
	Roll Call:
	Yes
	No

	Sutter
	X
	

	Judd
	X
	

	Pillot
	X
	

	Motion  Unanimously  Carried


NEW OFFICE ROOM

Trustee Pillot presented two Bids for the remodeling of the new office room at the community center.

Distinctive Woodworks in the amount of $ 22,199 plus additional for internet lock, and refrigerator

Dana Hess in the amount of $ 23,000.00 

After reviewing if the Bids.
RESOLUTION # 2026-029

Acceptance of Bid Remodel of Office

A motion was made by Trustee Judd and seconded by

Trustee Pillot to accept the bid from Distinctive Woodworks.

Deposit will be done immediately for work to be scheduled as soon as possible.

	Roll Call:
	Yes
	No

	Sutter
	X
	

	Judd
	X
	

	Pillot
	X
	

	Motion  Unanimously  Carried


Newsletter: 

Items for Newsletter: 
New Trustee Pillot, 988, EMS district talk, Trash day, Park Grants for courts, and Other Grants

REMINDER’S
Trustees will need to stop next week to sign payroll,  Still a week off should sync up by  April 7th meeting.
CORRESPONDENCE:

Sam with Galbger Insurance phoned asking if we would be interested in looking at new insurance for the township and leaving OTARMA he has emailed some information. Trustees decided to stay with OTARMA.
Fiscal Officer has forwarded any relevant emails.

RESOLUTION # 2026-030
Adjournment of meeting

A motion was made by Trustee Pillot and seconded by

Trustee Judd to adjourn the meeting.

	Roll Call:
	Yes
	No

	Sutter
	X
	

	Judd
	X
	

	Pillot
	X
	

	Motion   Unanimously Carried


There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 9:08pm

_________________________________________

 ______________________________________

Chairman Sutter





Fiscal Officer Saunders

_________________________________________

_______________________________________

Vice-Chairman Judd




Trustee Pillot

PAGE  
3

