HUNTSBURG TOWNSHIP BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Minutes
February 3, 2026

The regular meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm with the following members present:

Trustees Judd, Pillot, Fiscal Officer Saunders, Zoning Inspector Paul Tucker
Others in attendance included: Dave Fuhry, and Steven Fuhry
Trustee Judd led in the Pledge of Allegiance.
Approval of the minutes of the January 20, 2026 meeting was tabled so trustees could review then further.
FINANCIAL REPORT: 
Fiscal Officer Saunders presented bills, vouchers, and purchase orders and warrants for board approval.

RESOLUTION # 2026-017
Approval Bills for Payment

A motion was made by Trustee Pillot and seconded by

Trustee Judd to approve payment, payroll, and

A/P vouchers January 26, and February 3, 2026
Totals


$  21,190.87

See Exhibit A

	Roll Call:
	Yes
	No

	Sutter
	Absent
	

	Judd
	X
	

	Pillot
	X
	

	Motion  Carried


Fiscal Officer Saunders presented the beginning fund balances for 2026

General Fund

$208,154.97

MVL Fund

$  10,636.04

GAS Tax Fund

$  96,130.98
Road & Bridge Fund
$339,956.30

Cemetery Fund

$    2,812.65

Fire Fund

$  60,487.05

Permissive Motor Fund
$  15,334.25

Permanent Improvement
$    5,414.49

Total All Funds

$738,926.73

ZONING REPORT

There is an application zoning is sitting on waiting for a driveway permit. Huntley Rd

BZA hearings 1/27 for Wayne Miller 16335 Mayfield Rd and Paul Troyer 16305 Mayfield Rd shared driveway the applicants did not show up for the hearing. The Board decided to postpone the hearing. The Board of Trustees stated a policy should go  in effect that if applicants do not show for a scheduled meeting, the fee is forfeited and the process goes back to the beginning with a new fee.
There are 4 other shared driveway hearings in the queue. There is also the lot split for Matthew Hickey on Mayfield Rd and the rear lot for Loze on Clay St. Chris Peace is trying to setup monthly BZA hearings to get caught up. 

MAINTENANCE REPORT: 

More Salt was picked up. Gravel has been a pleasure to work with it is frozen pretty well, crews have to spend time breaking it up and then it needs to sit in heated building before it can be spread. 

ROADS:

Plowing, Salting, Spread gravel, Cleared Corners, and Pushed Burm’s back. 

Received a few mailbox complaints.  The crew has been resetting some mailboxes. 

Garbage can complaint from resident Jeremy Davis from East Point believes his garbage cans were intentionally hit 
and damaged, he would like the township to have accountability for our drivers’ actions. Fiscal Officer Saunders ask him if our truck was stuck in his ditch or yard or were the cans in the road right of way. Trustee Pillot went and took pictures of the cans, and they are clearly in the road right of way and not as damaged as stated. 

EQUIPMENT:

Internation: Heat went out,  lead to thermostat being replaced, a water leak and air leak, and faulty EGR exhaust tube was found and has been repaired.(Countryside)

1Ton: Plow broke Friday crew fixed it Saturday a pin had broken and damaged a cylinder, cylinder and pin replaced. Salt spreader was not working properly crew took it to Chardon Welding for diagnostics. The tail lights and brake lights stopped working as well. 

Tractor: AgPro called said it was ready for pick up.

COMMUNITY CENTER

Batteries in the Zamboni have been replaced working well.

Michele will be ordering new vacuums for community center.

Trustee Pillot has been working on getting quotes for the New Office.
CEMETERY:  

Clearing Snow 

GYM:

All has been ok.
TOWN HALL:  

Mike repaired tile in women’s restroom

Digital Sign out front: Somehow it had a small electrical fire inside and melted 2 panels and wiring. We do have replacements and as soon as the weather permits Tom Frank and Michele will try to fix it.

FIRE DEPT: Captain Tony Yeropoli Emailed the Following:
Emergency Runs:

1 House Fire (small basement fire)

6 Motor Vehicle Crashes

1 Transformer Fire

1 Tree Down in Roadway

11 Assist EMS

Total Runs: 20

EMS run volume has steadily increased and this trend is expected to continue. 

We hosted Leadership Geauga at Station 1 on January 9. We presented an overview of Fire/Rescue operations and did a hands-on vehicle rescue demonstration. 

PARKS:

Go Green Improvement of Site Grant: Fiscal Officer has applied for an improvement grant in the amount of $ 11,650 for 400 tons asphalt grindings for the park and recycle drive. If the Grant gets approved Huntsburg’s portion would be 10% $ 1,165.00. We should hear by the end of the month. 

The township spring cleanup and tire recycling days are set. Department of Aging on June 4 & 5 and our Saturday is June 6. Adam Hamburg and Horodyski Tire have been scheduled as well.

NEW BUSINESS:      

Geauga County Mental Health and recovery services. We would like the opportunity to speak with the Trustees and community at an upcoming meeting to talk about the state’s 988 project – a 24/7 number for behavioral health.  We are reaching out to the townships in Geauga to provide information and to partner with us in promoting this resource.  Munson Township served as a pilot program and placed locally designed 988 signs in public areas.  I look forward to hearing back at your convenience. Thank you.

They are tentatively added to the February 17th Agenda. Director Lakomiak will be attending.

The Geauga County Planning Commission has an opportunity to apply for a grant from the Ohio Department of Agriculture to update the 2008 Geauga County Farmland Preservation Plan. They would like support from the Township. A Letter of Support has been drafted.

Solar email received

My name is David Fuhry, and I co-own a business in Huntsburg on Chardon-Windsor Rd. I was wondering whether the Trustees would be willing to pass a resolution in support of legislation that would enable the Huntsburg solar project. I understand that back in 2022 you originally reached out to developer TJA Energy about the project.

   I have been following the legislation that would enable community solar (now called "community energy"). It has passed the Ohio House for the first time as a standalone bill (HB 303) and has been introduced in the Senate (SB 231). This is the farthest it has ever gotten.

   Supporters are trying to get resolutions passed in communities around Ohio to show statewide elected officials that community energy has local support. I know from the 2022 Maple Leaf article (attached) that benefits to Huntsburg include up to $60,000 per year for the Township as well as 10% of residents' electric bills. I took the liberty of creating some draft resolution text (attached) based on that article and:
1) Former Trustee Saunders' proponent testimony to the House Energy Committee last year (attached),

2) Communication on Monday with Mike Frateschi of TJA Energy (CCed) who said TJA would be happy to be of assistance if helpful, and
3) General points about why community energy would benefit all Ohioans, such as affordability and reliability (attached).

   Please let me know your thoughts; I would be happy to discuss, as well as to attend any meeting this topic might come up at. Thank you for your consideration.

David P. Fuhry

Bainbridge Township

dfuhry@gmail.com
Mobile: 440-313-7086
David was in attendance and stated the above, After he concluded Trustee Judd asked the following resolution be tabled until the next meeting.
RESOLUTION TABLED

A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF HUNTSBURG CALLING ON THE STATE LEGISLATURE OF OHIO TO PASS LEGISLATION TO ALLOW FOR THE CREATION OF A COMMUNITY ENERGY PILOT PROGRAM IN OHIO.

WHEREAS, Huntsburg Township is a small rural community of approximately 3800 residents in Northeast Ohio; and

WHEREAS, the Township has a signed contract with developer TJA Energy, contingent on the passage of community energy legislation, to build a community solar project on 50 acres of land; and

WHEREAS, the project will diversify Township revenue and ensure the continued sustainability of services including park upkeep and repair and replacement of maintenance equipment; and

WHEREAS, the project developer has a strong preference for using local labor and domestic materials in its construction and maintenance which will benefit Ohio based companies and workers; and

WHEREAS, in June 2025, Ohioans saw a 26% increase on their electricity bills and community solar facilities have been shown to save households 5% to 20% on their electricity costs; and

WHEREAS, Ohio imports 20% of its energy and community energy facilities produce energy locally, avoiding costly transmission upgrades and improving grid reliability for all ratepayers; and

WHEREAS, community energy facilities allow customers to choose the source of their electricity, including customers that desire to purchase solar energy but lack conditions to generate their own; and

WHEREAS, a study from Ohio University determined that a “Community Solar Pilot Program” would generate an estimated $5.6 billion in gross output and $409.5 million in local tax revenues; and 

WHEREAS, 24 states currently have specific enabling legislation for community energy, which provides a framework that supports the production of community energy facilities in those states; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Township of Huntsburg calls on the Ohio Legislature to approve a community energy pilot program (HB303), which passed the Ohio House with a 77 to 8 affirmative vote and awaits passage in the Ohio Senate.

A letter of Proponent Testimony from the Chairman has also been prepared. 

OLD BUSINESS:

Contract for the ODNR NatureWorks Grant, Prosecutor finally return paperwork, all have been submitted.

Nopec Grant: Congratulations! Huntsburg Township has been awarded a NOPEC Energized Community (NEC) Grant in the amount of $3939  for 2026. The NEC Grant website will be available to you starting Monday February 2, 2026. What project is next? Due April 1st. Fiscal Officer is thinking of New Office Use.

 

 Nopec community Grant of $ 1000.00 is due by April 30th , Every year Nancy has submitted the Nopec grant for the Pumpkin Festival, Michele will continue that process.

The Trustees have decided that Maintenance Supervisor Charlie Wright will be attending the Excavator Program, February 12, 2026, Registration: 07:00 AM ET, Duration: 120 minutes

THE BANQUET ROOM AT ST MARY'S

401 North St, Chardon, OH 44024-1035 Certificate: Ohio Department of Public Safety to continue his training.
Newsletter: 

Time to start thinking of items for Newsletter

Trustee Marc Pillot will get a little information about himself to put in the Newsletter.
REMINDER’S

Trustees will need to stop next week to sign payroll,  Still a week off should sync up by  April 7th meeting.
CORRESPONDENCE:

Fiscal Officer has forwarded any relevant emails.

RESOLUTION # 2026-018
Adjournment of meeting

A motion was made by Trustee Pillot and seconded by

Trustee Judd to adjourn the meeting.

	Roll Call:
	Yes
	No

	Sutter
	Absent
	

	Judd
	X
	

	Pillot
	X
	

	Motion  Carried


There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at      7:47 pm.

_________________________________________

 ______________________________________
Chairman Sutter





Fiscal Officer Saunders

_________________________________________

_______________________________________

Vice-Chairman Judd




Trustee Pillot
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