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Activity 22

Using the British National Corpus 
to Teach Academic Writing

Fatma	Elshafie	&	Zeina	Hojeij
Zayed University, UAE

fatma.elshafie@zu.ac.ae
Zeina.Hojeij@zu.ac.ae

This activity is for students at B1 CEFR level of English proficiency.Level of English 
Proficiency

This activity was designed for a writing lesson in an Academic 
English course.

Course Area

WritingTarget Skill(s)

The estimated timeframe for this activity is around 100 minutes.Timeframe

l British National Corpus (BNC)
l Showbie

Apps/Software 
needed

Copies of worksheets 1 & 2 for the whole class (see Appendices A 
& B).Materials

This activity is designed for academic writing (e.g., IELTS Writing 
Task 2). Using the British National Corpus (BNC), students 
generate specific collocations in preparation for writing an 
academic essay.

The teacher and students should create an account on BNC before 
the class.
Students should already be familiar with how to use the BNC and 
how to read concordance lines.

Overview

Prerequisites

By the end of the activity, learners will be able to:
l use target collocations to write an academic essay;
l understand the connotations of the target collocations; and
l use the BNC and read concordance lines.

Aims of the 
Activity
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The teacher could start with a model essay and have the nouns 
for the target collocations blanked out. Students guess what the 
missing nouns are and then check their hypotheses using BNC. 
Using the context of the essay, students are involved in whole class 
discussion of the connotations of each target collocation. Following 
the discussion, students write their own essays.

The teacher should:
l prepare a gap fill worksheet with a list of the collocations 
students will be using in their writing (see Appendix A);
l make sure every student has an account on BNC; and
l prepare an essay topic (see Appendix B) and a shared folder on 
Showbie.

Variations

Preparation

British National Corpus (BNC)
<www.natcorp.ox.ac.uk>

Showbie
<www.showbie.com>

Links

Step 1: Using BNC (20 minutes)
l The teacher splits the class into groups of three.
l The teacher projects on the screen Worksheet 1 (see Appendix 
A) and explains to students that these are concordance lines from 
the BNC corpus with the corresponding nouns blanked out.
l Students are asked to pick the noun/s that go with each verb.
l Students then check whether their answers are right or wrong 
by using BNC.

Step 2: Understanding Connotations using BNC (20 minutes)
l The teacher asks the students to go on BNC, read a few 
concordance lines for each collocation, and then decide 
whether the collocation is used in positive or negative contexts 
(i.e. connotations).
l Students do the task in their groups followed by whole class 
discussion.

Step 3: Writing an essay ( 60 minutes)
l The teacher gives the class the essay topic (see Appendix B) and 
together with students brainstorms ideas for their essays.
l Each student writes the first draft of their essay and uploads it to 
the shared folder on Showbie.
l Students are involved in peer marking for: 1) correct target 
collocations (i.e. noun-verb); 2) correct context evoking 
contextually-appropriate connotations. This is followed by 
peer discussion of the marking they did for each other.

Process
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Appendix A.

Complete each of the following lines with a suitable noun. Some nouns may be used more 
than once:
1. Halfway through anyway, so we’ll have ……………………. and if there’s any sort of questions 

feel free to ask.
2. Take ……………………….. of our special offer between now and Oct 30th this year.
3. Mia shot to international fame playing the starring……………….in the black magic 

chiller Rosemary’s Baby.
4. Unfortunately even water which is perfectly clear may pose a ………………………..
5. Her father had spoken sadly about his ultimate failure to manipulate ……………………….. 

to his own ends. 
6. I tried waving an arm to attract …………………… but only a weak flap of a hand was 

achieved.
7. I’m sure ideas are not chosen casually and they do serve ………………………. in attracting 

possible markets.
8. I found it incredible that he could make………………. doing that.
9. The company claims its publicity campaigns aim to raise ……………………… of social and 

environmental issues.
10. The effect was to suggest that what mattered most was the urgent need to 

communicate ………………… rather than the need to construct a polished work 
of musical art.

Appendix B.

Sample Essay topic:
Social media has a positive impact on teenagers. Do you agree or disagree with the follow-
ing statement? Give reasons for your answer.
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translator for the Greek Unit of the Directorate General for Translation of the 
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/ EU project manager for the Centre for the Greek Language of the Hellenic 
Ministry of Education (2018-2006).

Contributors
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Avra Papanastasiou is an EFL teacher at a private English Language School. 
She holds a BA in English Language and Literature and is currently completing 
a MA course in Language, Literature and Digital Media in Education. Her MA 
thesis aims at examining the relationship between Digital Fairy Tales and 
the Development of Writing Skills, reflecting her teaching interests, namely 
Computer-assisted Language Learning (CALL) and Content and Language 
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increasing student engagement and creating a dyslexia-friendly classroom.

Christina Gitsaki is the Research Coordinator at the Center for Educational 
Innovation at Zayed University, UAE. She previously served as the UNESCO 
Chair in Applied Research in Education in the UAE where she fostered 
partnerships with the wider academic community to strengthen national 
capacity to offer quality education to Emiratis. She is the Secretary General 
of the International Association of Applied Linguistics and the past President 
of the Gulf Comparative Education Society. Prof. Gitsaki has published 
extensively in the area of second language pedagogy, the use of technology in 
language education, curriculum design and implementation, and educational 
program evaluation.

Christopher Freeman is an English instructor at the Gulf University 
of Science and Technology (GUST) in Kuwait. He has taught English to 
university students for the past nine years, with a focus on using technology 
in the classroom and on assessment. He received a MA in TESOL from the 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania (IUP) and has recently presented at the 
Fifth Asian Conference on Technology in the Classroom in Kobe, Japan, the 
IAFOR international Conference in Honolulu, Hawaii, and the GEN TEFL 
international conference in Indonesia.

Chrysi Tsalgini is an English language teacher and a postgraduate student 
at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, pursuing a Master's Degree in 
Language, Literature and Digital Media in Education and she holds an 
undergraduate degree of English Language and Literature from the same 
university. During her Erasmus placement she has worked on several research 
projects in the University of Limerick in Ireland and this experience shaped 
her research interests, which concern foreign language acquisition, focusing 
on the incorporation of educational technology and digital aspects in the 
language, in order to make learning more effortless, fun and successful.
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Chryssa Laskaridou is an English language teacher and was an EFL state 
school advisor in Greece for four years. She holds an M.A. in Tesol and her 
dissertation focused on the cultural awareness of English language teachers 
in Greek primary schools. Ms. Laskaridou took part in European projects 
“Oxymoron” and “Hola” which produced materials for the training of foreign 
language teachers in primary schools. She implemented the CLIL approach for 
the subjects of Geography and PE at the 3rd Experimental Primary School in 
Evosmos, Thessaloniki, Greece. She has published articles on teaching cultural 
awareness, teaching young learners and more recently teaching CLIL. She has 
presented papers at both local and international conferences.

Eleni Alexiou is a Nutritionist with an extended teaching and research 
experience in the Secondary and the Higher Education Sector. She has 
previously worked in nutrition education interventions as a Scientific Assistant, 
to organize and coordinate the implementation of public awareness actions. 
As a lifelong learner, Eleni was recently awarded with a BSc in Communication 
studies and her future plans focus on getting involved with projects promoting 
healthy and active lifestyle. Being an authentic nature-lover, she enjoys 
photography and travelling and is interested in digital storytelling and wellness 
tourism.

Fani Miniadou is an EFL teacher at a private English Language School 
in Greece since 2004 and in Summer Schools in the UK since 2013. She is 
currently completing an MA course in Language, Literature and Digital 
Media in Education. Her MA thesis aims at examining the Linguistic Aspects 
of “Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone” film and its impact on EFL 
development, reflecting her teaching interests, namely Computer-assisted 
Language Learning (CALL), Literature and Project Based Learning (PBL). She 
specializes in designing and coordinating hands-on activities that promote 
students’ critical thinking skills as well as implementing technology in the EFL 
classroom.  
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at Nile University, Egypt. She has earned her MA degree in TESOL from the 
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(AUC- 2017). Previously, she has worked at the English Language Institute 
at AUC, October University for Modern Sciences and Arts (MSA), STEM 
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also participated and presented at many international conferences, such as 
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Haido Fanara is an EFL teacher in Greece. She has been working for 5 years at 
Language Schools and private lessons, teaching both children and adults. She 
holds a BA in English Language and Literature from the Aristotle University 
of Thessaloniki and is currently conducting her thesis on Literature in EFL 
for the MA program Language, Literature, and Digital Media in Education at 
the same university. As part of her BA studies, she spent a semester studying 
Literature in the University of East Anglia, UK. She has co-authored three 
EFL books and also works as an examiner for language exams. Her academic 
interests include Literature, Technology, and Feminism in EFL. 

Hedieh	Najafi is an independent education consultant in the U.S. and UAE 
after years of teaching ESL at Arizona State University, her alma mater, and in 
different countries in Asia and Europe. She has been working as a consultant 
with both government and non-government entities. Dr. Najafi has published 
several articles in the areas of ESL classroom practices and language policies. 
She has also presented extensively in regional, national, and international 
conferences. Her research interests include ESL classroom practices and 
learning technologies, language policies, and multilingualism.

Helene Demirci is a faculty member in the General Academic Requirements 
Division at Abu Dhabi Men’s College, UAE. She has taught EFL at primary, 
secondary and tertiary levels over the last 22 years in England, Turkey, and the 
UAE. Her interests lie in researching L2 reading motivation, engaging students 
in extensive reading and technology integration in the classroom. Dr Demirci 
is a member of the Applied Linguistics and Language Teaching international 
conference organizing team and she is currently serving as a Board Member 
on the Extensive Reading Foundation.
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Grigoria Eirini Moustaka is an English language teacher. She works in the 
private sector teaching mainly young and teenage learners. She is currently 
finishing her postgraduate studies in the MA programme ‘Language, Literature 
and Digital Media in Education’ at the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, 
and she also holds a BA in English Language and Literature from the same 
educational institution. Her research interests lie within the field of Applied 
Linguistics. Particularly, she investigates the effective implementation 
of technology in foreign language learning and creates online and offline 
educational material. She is also interested in teaching learners with learning 
difficulties.
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Kirk Dowswell is an Instructor at the College of Technological Innovation 
at Zayed University. His current area of research is subject specific vocabulary 
acquisition and mobile language learning. He is also interested in other 
aspects of Information Communications Technology (ICT) and language 
learning. Prior to working at Zayed University, he worked at a number of 
higher education institutions in Canada, Australia and the Middle East.

Konstantina Theodoridou graduated from the School of English, Aristotle 
University of Thessaloniki in 2013 and is currently doing her MA thesis on 
Language, Literature and Digital Media in Education. She has been working 
for 6 years as an English Language tutor and teacher in Foreign Languages 
Schools in Thessaloniki, teaching both children and adults. Her academic 
interests lie on Critical Pedagogy, Literature and Education, Children's 
Literature, Sexuality, Gender, and Identity, and the Dialectics of Politics and 
Literature.

Lana Hiasat is the Program Coordinator of the General Studies department 
at Dubai Men’s college, UAE in addition to being English faculty. She has 
published in areas of emotional intelligence, smart learning, blended learning, 
educational leadership, intercultural intelligence, and online teaching and 
learning. She has co-chaired the first general academic requirement (GARD) 
conference and is currently on the advisory board for TESOL Arabia in 
addition to chairing the research committee for her division in 16 campuses. 
Her research interests are in smart learning, blended learning, education 
4.0, e-learning, educational leadership, and voluntary teaching and learning 
communities.
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Jennifer Benaggoun has been an English lecturer and coordinator at Abu 
Dhabi Polytechnic, UAE, since early 2014. Before that she worked in higher 
education in the US where she also completed her studies (BA in English, 
MS in Writing, and CELTA). She is currently a student in the Educational 
Technology doctoral program at Central Michigan University. Having already 
published in the field of second language pedagogy, Jennifer will focus on 
language learning through the use of technology in her future studies.
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Lina Ahmad holds a Masters from the Architectural Association, London. She 
has over 10 years of professional experience working as an architect. Within 
academia, her work has been awarded and exhibited, including contributions 
for the National Pavilion UAE at the 14th Venice Architecture Biennale. Ahmad 
is the recipient of the Architecture + Cityscape Award “Designing for a new 
world” under the category of ‘Aspiring Architect’. Ahmad holds an Associate 
Professor position at Zayed University, Abu Dhabi. In 2015, Ahmad published 
a book titled; Cellular 'Network' City, presenting an investigation into the 
realm of algorithmic architectural design. She currently holds an Interior 
Design Assistant Professor position at Zayed University, Abu Dhabi.

Marco Sosa is an Architect and Associate Professor of Interior Design at Zayed 
University, Abu Dhabi. Sosa holds a BA(Hons) in architecture, a postgraduate 
diploma and MA in Architecture and has over 10 years of experience in the 
industry. In 2012, Sosa published a book about the oldest functional mosque 
in the UAE, titled; 'Al Bidiya Mosque, A visual Essay'. In 2014, Marco was 
appointed part of the curatorial team as Head of Design, for the First National 
Pavilion for the UAE at the 14th Venice Architecture Biennale, the exhibition, 
titled “Lest We Forget; Structures of Memory in the UAE”, chartered the 
impact of modernist architecture in the UAE.

Mariam Hariri is a math instructor and the co-chair of the Science, Math, 
and Technology Department in University College at Zayed University. She 
received her Master of Science degree in Mathematics from Beirut Arab 
University, Lebanon, and she is a fellow of the Higher Education Academy. 
Her professional experience includes curriculum and course development, 
and her research interests include innovative teaching strategies, the use of 
technology in math education, as well as abstract algebra.
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Leah Lane is a faculty member in the General Academic Requirements 
Division at Abu Dhabi Men’s College where she has been a team leader since 
2015. She has +30 years’ experience teaching second languages (FSL & EFL) 
to a wide range of students in Canada and the UAE. Her particular interests 
lie in metacognition and exploring ways to positively impact the affective 
domain. Leah is keen on encouraging reluctant readers and advancing reading 
(and general learning) skills by adapting teaching modes to address various 
learning styles.
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Mary Ashmead is a pioneer of IT and computer science education. Her areas of expertise range 
from networking to security. Her recent areas of research included technology based teaching 
methods, independent research and learning and 21st Century technology in the classroom.

Melanie Gobert is the Program Coordinator for General Studies at the 
Higher Colleges of Technology, Abu Dhabi Men’s College, in the United Arab 
Emirates. She is a past-president of TESOL Arabia (2015) and she co-chaired 
the TESOL Arabia International Conference and Exhibition in 2015 and 
2019. She was the editor of Perspectives, a peer-reviewed English Language 
Teaching journal, from 2014-2009. She has published and presented widely 
throughout the MENA region and internationally on vocabulary teaching and 
learning, assessment, educational technology, and reading.

Michael Pazinas is a Specialist in Pedagogical Innovation and Effectiveness 
at Zayed University. He is a researcher in Technology Enhanced Learning 
(TEL) and E-Research with a particular interest in Mobile Lanaguage learning 
(MALL). He is also a TEL consultant, instructional designer, interactive 
content designer and Apple Professional Learning Specialist and runs Athená 
Enhanced Learning, a professional development and digital content company 
in the UK.

Mohamed Al Mohamady is the Assessment Coordinator at the Saudi 
Petroleum Services Polytechnic, KSA. He is an Assistant CELTA Tutor and 
CELT P/S Trainer. He has been teaching and training for 18 years. He has been 
responsible for training SPSP staff on using iPads and modern technology in 
teaching. He previously served as an EFL/ Key Skills Instructor, Academic 
Coordinator, and Learner Counsellor in different institutions. He gave 
presentations and conducted workshops about the use of digital tools in EFL 
classrooms in the TESOL Arabia, ALLT, KSAALT, Kuwait TESOL and NILE 
TESOL international conferences.

186 MORE RECIPES FOR THE WIRELESS CLASSROOM Mobile Learning Activities

Marina Morozova, MA, is a Freelance Instructor/Adjunct in Further & 
Higher Education with extensive professional experience in the UAE. She 
has taught English and Russian; Tourism; Inter-Cultural Communication; 
and Business Communication. Marina has IGCE Arabic (distinction); CELTA 
(Cambridge) taken at Zayed University, Dubai; and an MA in International 
Tourism (London University). She has undertaken assignments for Zayed 
University Institute of Community Engagement (ZU-ICE) teaching EFL/ESL 
to adults, and has taught courses of English Business Communications at 
Masters level for International Universities in the UAE. Marina uses blended 
learning in her teaching and is engaged in translating English to/from Russian.
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Nicholas Yates is an Instructional Designer in the Center for Educational 
Innovation at Zayed University and also an Apple Distinguished Educator. 
He has designed, prepared and implemented mobile learning, with associated 
faculty development, to meet student needs through effective use of iPads. He 
pursues action research in Mobile Learning, and Faculty Development. He 
has taught English as a Second Language in Higher Education Institutes in 
Australia, Japan and the United Arab Emirates.

Peter John Hassall, University College, Zayed University, Dubai, UAE, has 
published extensively and lectured in English as an International Language, 
World Englishes and English for Academic Purposes in Middle East, SE Asia 
and Pacific Rim. Peter is the Devisor/Director of the Extremely Short Story 
Competition [ESSC] which has been implemented throughout the UAE, GCC 
and Japan. He is publishing bi-lingual readers and is on the Editorial Advisory 
Board of Asian Englishes Journal (Scopus). Peter has been presented with 
three English Speaking Union (ESU) awards at Buckingham Palace, London 
by HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, President of the ESU.

Pinar Ozdemir-Ayber has been teaching for over 25 years (HEA fellow, 
MSc TESOL) and has gained extensive experience in teaching across various 
contexts from secondary schools to MBA ESAP programs, Turkish Ministry 
of Education Teacher Training programs, the ZU Institute for Community 
Engagement program, Al-Jalila Foundation SEN teacher mentoring program, 
foundation-year English and College of Education courses. Currently, she 
is a course coordinator for English and Writing Studies, University College. 
Her research interests lie in effective teacher feedback and error-correction, 
development and evaluation of language teaching/testing materials, SEN 
teaching approaches, cultural aspects of language in multicultural settings, 
translanguaging and technology-based teaching.
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Nadine Jaafarawi (MA, PhD) is an Assistant Professor at Zayed University, 
Abu Dhabi. Prior to teaching in the UAE, she worked in Lebanon as a university 
instructor at the Lebanese University, coordinator and homeroom teacher 
at Makassed Association. Her research interest is in the field of Applied 
Linguistics & Early Childhood Education. She has published in these areas 
and presented at national and international conferences.
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Rana Khan holds a Master’s degree in English Literature and Business 
Administration besides a teacher’s certificate in CELTA and IELTS TTT 
from British Council. She has extensive teaching experience besides active 
industrial experience at various management positions. She has taught at 
Kuwait University, Arab Open University and American University of Kuwait. 
Currently, she works as English and Business Instructor at Algonquin College, 
Kuwait. Rana is incoming chair to the Conferences Professional Council, 
TESOL International Association. She has presented at various conferences 
and has several papers to her credit. Her main research interests are learning 
management systems, CALL and blended learning.

Robert Iain Collins is an instructor in the Foundations Department at 
Sharjah Women’s College, Higher Colleges of Technology. He has a PGCE from 
Birmingham University and a Masters in TESOL from Lancaster University. 
He is constantly involved in curriculum and materials development and is 
currently interested in how filmmaking can be exploited as an innovative 
learning tool in the TESOL classroom. He has presented at numerous 
conferences, including a TedX talk at Dhahran high school, Saudi Arabia.

Rana Zein is an Assistant Professor at Zayed University, Abu Dhabi, UAE. She 
Earned her Ed.D. from Leicester University in UK. Dr. Zein has twenty years’ 
experience managing ICT departments in schools in Lebanon. She worked 
extensively on designing and delivering professional development to educators. 
She is the author of Comp Works series, a set of K12- ICT curriculum books. 
Her area of interest involves Math education curriculum development, mobile 
learning, technology integration, teacher training, Interactive Whiteboards, 
Web 2.0 tools, instructional design, Math Education and ICT leadership.
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Ping Wang is an Associate Professor at the School of Foreign Languages, 
Ludong University, China. She has worked at tertiary level for more than 20 
years. She educates pre-service ELT teachers and supervises Research Higher 
Degree students in Applied Linguistics and Education. She also taught English 
in the UAE. Dr Wang’s research interests include teacher education, second 
language acquisition, and English Language Teaching. Dr Wang has published 
her book on teacher professional development, papers on ELT and teacher 
education.
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Sahar Jaafar Al-Keshwan is currently the program officer at IREX, 
Education Practice to develop National English Language Strategy in 
partnership with Ministry of Higher Education in Iraq (MOHESR). Previously, 
she taught English as a Second Language at the Higher Committee for 
Education Development in Iraq (HCED) at Prime Minister’s Office. She is also 
a freelance translator and has translated and published many literary works. 
Sahar graduated with a Master’s degree in English with a focus on American 
Studies from Old Dominion University through Fulbright Program (-2010
2012). She also has a certificate of Translation from City, University of London 
(2017), and a certificate in Freelance and Feature Writing from London School 
of Journalism (2019).

Samar Mansour Farhat is a part-time instructor at two universities in 
Lebanon (Notre Dame University and the Lebanese American University). 
She has earned a Doctorate in Education Leadership from Saint Louis 
University. In addition, Samar has an MBA in Human Resources and a degree 
in Languages and Translation. She is a freelance sworn translator. Samar has 
interests in Induction and in preparing the teachers well for their job with all 
the support they can get so that turnover decreases in schools. In addition, she 
is interested in introducing fun activities in order to keep the students engaged 
in her classes.

Sarah Hopkyns is an Assistant Professor in the College of Education 
at Zayed University, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. She holds a PhD 
in Educational Research in the discipline of Applied Linguistics from the 
University of Leicester, UK. Her research interests include blended learning, 
multilingualism, linguistic hybridity, cultural identities, and English Medium 
Instruction (EMI). She has disseminated her research widely through 
international conference presentations as well as publications. She is currently 
the Principal Investigator (PI) of a funded research cluster on the pedagogical 
and sociological implications of EMI.

Soad Essam Mizher is an EFL teacher for Middle school students and an 
internal supervisor for the English department in Al Hussan Modern School for 
Girls in Jubail – Saudi Arabia. She has presented papers, research and training 
workshops with the organization TESOL Arabia and ALLT. She published 
several research papers in educational magazines. Her focus currently is on 
effectively integrating technology into curriculums to facilitate the educational 
process, and her efforts have been recognized by the UNESCO-King Hamad bin 
Issa national award for using technology and communication in classrooms. 
Her recent project, SmartClass Acts! was recognized by Microsoft to be 
presented in their E2019 2 conference in Paris.
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Suzy Taslakian is a part-time English instructor at Notre Dame University and 
Lebanese American university. She has studied Mass Media and Journalism at 
the Lebanese University and has an MA in Linguistics and Teaching English as 
a Foreign Language from Armenian Open University. Her research interests 
include new methods for engaging students in their courses and providing 
them with necessary skills to reach success, better assessment methods for 
writing, and ways to incorporate activities in and outside the classroom for the 
purpose of some additional incidental learning of the English language.

Timothy Nicoll is a Senior Instructor in University College at Zayed 
University, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. He holds an MA in Applied 
Linguistics and TESOL from the University of Leicester, an MA in European 
Union Studies from the University of Newcastle, and is a doctoral candidate 
in Educational Research at Lancaster University. His primary research 
interests, on which he has presented at conferences around the world, include 
educational technology, extensive reading, and genre pedagogy. In addition 
to teaching, Timothy is also a teacher trainer, as well as having an extensive 
background in English language assessment.

Thomaï Alexiou is an Associate Professor at the Department of Theoretical 
and Applied Linguistics, School of English, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, 
Greece. Her expertise is in early foreign language learning, methodology of 
teaching languages and material development for young learners. She has been 
invited as a speaker and trainer in Greece, Europe, Australia, Russia and the 
UAE while she has participated in various research projects. Dr Alexiou has 
published widely in the area of SLA pedagogy and she has also authored and 
edited textbooks for children learning English as a foreign language. One of 
these books, Magic Book 2 has been shortlisted for the MacMillan Education 
Award for New Talent in Writing (ELTons 2014).

Thomas Zapounidis teaches at the 3rd Experimental primary school of 
Evosmos. He holds an M.A. in Applied Linguistics and a Ph.D. in Corpus 
Linguistics, both from the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. He has taught 
EFL to young learners in both private and public sectors. He is currently 
teaching English and chess. He has also taught undergraduate courses for two 
semesters at the Aristotle university of Thessaloniki and is an oral examiner of 
the KPG English language certification exams. His research interests concern 
Corpus Linguistics. Other research interests include teaching English to young 
learners and CEFR vocabulary analyses.
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Zainab Ibrahim Abbas received her MA in English literature from university 
of Baghdad in 2011. Since then she has engaged in different teaching fields 
starting with teaching in English departments in universities of Baghdad and 
Iraqya. The taught classes included English drama and novel and poetry. In 
2013, Zainab moved to work in HCED which at the time was affiliated with the 
American Ball State University to create the first learner-centered, distance 
learning and blended learning classes in mid-Iraq. Zainab has participated 
in many teacher training courses and has published few papers in English 
literature and language field.

Zeina Hojeij is an Associate Professor at Zayed University. She is currently 
the Assistant Dean for Student Affairs for the College of Education.  She 
holds an Ed.D. in Educational Leadership and Administration from Saint 
Louis University, MI, USA. She is a Fellow of the Higher Education Academy. 
Additionally, she is a Certified Online Instructor and CELTA & CELTYL certified. 
Dr. Hojeij has taught and coordinated various courses both undergraduate 
and graduate and has been involved with teacher mentoring with Al Jalila 
Foundation. She has published in educational leadership, English language 
education, mobile learning technology (ML), and teaching & learning.
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