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Activity 35

PlayPosit for Academic Listening
Zeina Hojeij & Amanda Radwan

Zayed University, UAE
Zeina.Hojeij@zu.ac.ae

Amanda.Radwan@zu.ac.ae

This activity is for students at A1 CEFR level of English proficiency.

Listening

A short orientation to the PlayPosit app would be beneficial prior to 
the lesson.

l PlayPosit app

This activity is for an English for Academic Purposes (EAP) course.

By the end of the activity, students will be able to:
l follow a short academic presentation;
l develop their own vocabulary;
l listen for specific information and infer meaning;
l comprehend the main idea and specific details; and
l present new phrases in context.

The estimated time for this activity is 50 minutes.

Before the lesson, the teacher will need to:
l build a lesson in PlayPosit by entering the title, learning 
objectives and pasting the video URL. Can create a video or use one 
from Youtube, TeacherTube, Vimeo, etc.;
l add different question types to the video such as multiple choice, 
blank fill, free response and reflective pause;
l when the lesson is ready, click the ‘Finish Build’ button (red button 
under the video) and assign the lesson to a particular class; and
l set the due date and drag the lesson from the right side of the 
screen to the class column. Note that students can complete the 
lesson early or late despite the due date set.

A4 paper for learners to take notes while listening to the talk.

Level of English 
Proficiency

Target Skill(s)

Prerequisites

Apps/Software 
needed

Course Area

Timeframe

Preparation

Aims of the 
Activity

Materials

This activity is to familiarise students with listening to academic 
presentations. Using PlayPosit is an easy way to enhance video 
lessons and content with interactive and engaging activities.

Overview
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Students can create their own PlayPosit video lessons as part of 
higher-level thinking activities and share them with the rest of the 
class. 

Video – Introduction to Educannon
<www.youtube.com/watch?v=BBJFLcoDqNA>

Playposit User Guide
<playposit.uservoice.com/knowledgebase>

Playposit <www.playposit.com>

Youtube <youtube.com>

TeacherTube <www.teachertube.com>

Vimeo  <vimeo.com>

Step 1: Introduction (10 minutes)
l Students need to sign up for an account at <www.playposit.com> 
and choose “Student” for their account setting.
l After creating their account, they will need to add a class. 
l Students click on the lesson that they need to take (regardless of 
due date).

Step 2: Video activity (40 minutes)
l Students click the video and do the questions as they go. 
l When they complete the video and questions, they can view their 
score. 
l The teacher can monitor the students in real time, by clicking the 
‘Monitor’ link found in the upper menu, selecting the class and then 
selecting the lesson.

l It is advisable for the teacher to preview the lesson using the 
student preview to make sure the questions are spaced out evenly 
throughout the video and not clustered.
l After the lesson, the teacher can see if the students have 
watched the videos, what questions were troublesome, what they 
scored and so on.

This is a free app. Free accounts are limited to Multiple-Choice 
and Check-All-That-Apply questions. Teachers can also insert a 
'Reflective Pause' to add additional text, links, pictures, or other 
content to the video. Additional question formats and features are 
available with paid accounts.

Variations

Links

Process

Troubleshooting 
Tips

Other 
Information
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181MORE RECIPES FOR THE WIRELESS CLASSROOM Mobile Learning Activities

University Book final.indd   181 14/11/2019   17:02:52
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for the National Pavilion UAE at the 14th Venice Architecture Biennale. Ahmad 
is the recipient of the Architecture + Cityscape Award “Designing for a new 
world” under the category of ‘Aspiring Architect’. Ahmad holds an Associate 
Professor position at Zayed University, Abu Dhabi. In 2015, Ahmad published 
a book titled; Cellular 'Network' City, presenting an investigation into the 
realm of algorithmic architectural design. She currently holds an Interior 
Design Assistant Professor position at Zayed University, Abu Dhabi.

Marco Sosa is an Architect and Associate Professor of Interior Design at Zayed 
University, Abu Dhabi. Sosa holds a BA(Hons) in architecture, a postgraduate 
diploma and MA in Architecture and has over 10 years of experience in the 
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and Technology Department in University College at Zayed University. She 
received her Master of Science degree in Mathematics from Beirut Arab 
University, Lebanon, and she is a fellow of the Higher Education Academy. 
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technology in math education, as well as abstract algebra.
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Emirates. She is a past-president of TESOL Arabia (2015) and she co-chaired 
the TESOL Arabia International Conference and Exhibition in 2015 and 
2019. She was the editor of Perspectives, a peer-reviewed English Language 
Teaching journal, from 2014-2009. She has published and presented widely 
throughout the MENA region and internationally on vocabulary teaching and 
learning, assessment, educational technology, and reading.

Michael Pazinas is a Specialist in Pedagogical Innovation and Effectiveness 
at Zayed University. He is a researcher in Technology Enhanced Learning 
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content designer and Apple Professional Learning Specialist and runs Athená 
Enhanced Learning, a professional development and digital content company 
in the UK.
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classrooms in the TESOL Arabia, ALLT, KSAALT, Kuwait TESOL and NILE 
TESOL international conferences.
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Nicholas Yates is an Instructional Designer in the Center for Educational 
Innovation at Zayed University and also an Apple Distinguished Educator. 
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faculty development, to meet student needs through effective use of iPads. He 
pursues action research in Mobile Learning, and Faculty Development. He 
has taught English as a Second Language in Higher Education Institutes in 
Australia, Japan and the United Arab Emirates.

Peter John Hassall, University College, Zayed University, Dubai, UAE, has 
published extensively and lectured in English as an International Language, 
World Englishes and English for Academic Purposes in Middle East, SE Asia 
and Pacific Rim. Peter is the Devisor/Director of the Extremely Short Story 
Competition [ESSC] which has been implemented throughout the UAE, GCC 
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Board of Asian Englishes Journal (Scopus). Peter has been presented with 
three English Speaking Union (ESU) awards at Buckingham Palace, London 
by HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, President of the ESU.

Pinar Ozdemir-Ayber has been teaching for over 25 years (HEA fellow, 
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of Education Teacher Training programs, the ZU Institute for Community 
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Her research interests lie in effective teacher feedback and error-correction, 
development and evaluation of language teaching/testing materials, SEN 
teaching approaches, cultural aspects of language in multicultural settings, 
translanguaging and technology-based teaching.
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Nadine Jaafarawi (MA, PhD) is an Assistant Professor at Zayed University, 
Abu Dhabi. Prior to teaching in the UAE, she worked in Lebanon as a university 
instructor at the Lebanese University, coordinator and homeroom teacher 
at Makassed Association. Her research interest is in the field of Applied 
Linguistics & Early Childhood Education. She has published in these areas 
and presented at national and international conferences.
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Rana Khan holds a Master’s degree in English Literature and Business 
Administration besides a teacher’s certificate in CELTA and IELTS TTT 
from British Council. She has extensive teaching experience besides active 
industrial experience at various management positions. She has taught at 
Kuwait University, Arab Open University and American University of Kuwait. 
Currently, she works as English and Business Instructor at Algonquin College, 
Kuwait. Rana is incoming chair to the Conferences Professional Council, 
TESOL International Association. She has presented at various conferences 
and has several papers to her credit. Her main research interests are learning 
management systems, CALL and blended learning.

Robert Iain Collins is an instructor in the Foundations Department at 
Sharjah Women’s College, Higher Colleges of Technology. He has a PGCE from 
Birmingham University and a Masters in TESOL from Lancaster University. 
He is constantly involved in curriculum and materials development and is 
currently interested in how filmmaking can be exploited as an innovative 
learning tool in the TESOL classroom. He has presented at numerous 
conferences, including a TedX talk at Dhahran high school, Saudi Arabia.

Rana Zein is an Assistant Professor at Zayed University, Abu Dhabi, UAE. She 
Earned her Ed.D. from Leicester University in UK. Dr. Zein has twenty years’ 
experience managing ICT departments in schools in Lebanon. She worked 
extensively on designing and delivering professional development to educators. 
She is the author of Comp Works series, a set of K12- ICT curriculum books. 
Her area of interest involves Math education curriculum development, mobile 
learning, technology integration, teacher training, Interactive Whiteboards, 
Web 2.0 tools, instructional design, Math Education and ICT leadership.
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Ping Wang is an Associate Professor at the School of Foreign Languages, 
Ludong University, China. She has worked at tertiary level for more than 20 
years. She educates pre-service ELT teachers and supervises Research Higher 
Degree students in Applied Linguistics and Education. She also taught English 
in the UAE. Dr Wang’s research interests include teacher education, second 
language acquisition, and English Language Teaching. Dr Wang has published 
her book on teacher professional development, papers on ELT and teacher 
education.
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Sahar Jaafar Al-Keshwan is currently the program officer at IREX, 
Education Practice to develop National English Language Strategy in 
partnership with Ministry of Higher Education in Iraq (MOHESR). Previously, 
she taught English as a Second Language at the Higher Committee for 
Education Development in Iraq (HCED) at Prime Minister’s Office. She is also 
a freelance translator and has translated and published many literary works. 
Sahar graduated with a Master’s degree in English with a focus on American 
Studies from Old Dominion University through Fulbright Program (-2010
2012). She also has a certificate of Translation from City, University of London 
(2017), and a certificate in Freelance and Feature Writing from London School 
of Journalism (2019).

Samar Mansour Farhat is a part-time instructor at two universities in 
Lebanon (Notre Dame University and the Lebanese American University). 
She has earned a Doctorate in Education Leadership from Saint Louis 
University. In addition, Samar has an MBA in Human Resources and a degree 
in Languages and Translation. She is a freelance sworn translator. Samar has 
interests in Induction and in preparing the teachers well for their job with all 
the support they can get so that turnover decreases in schools. In addition, she 
is interested in introducing fun activities in order to keep the students engaged 
in her classes.

Sarah Hopkyns is an Assistant Professor in the College of Education 
at Zayed University, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. She holds a PhD 
in Educational Research in the discipline of Applied Linguistics from the 
University of Leicester, UK. Her research interests include blended learning, 
multilingualism, linguistic hybridity, cultural identities, and English Medium 
Instruction (EMI). She has disseminated her research widely through 
international conference presentations as well as publications. She is currently 
the Principal Investigator (PI) of a funded research cluster on the pedagogical 
and sociological implications of EMI.

Soad Essam Mizher is an EFL teacher for Middle school students and an 
internal supervisor for the English department in Al Hussan Modern School for 
Girls in Jubail – Saudi Arabia. She has presented papers, research and training 
workshops with the organization TESOL Arabia and ALLT. She published 
several research papers in educational magazines. Her focus currently is on 
effectively integrating technology into curriculums to facilitate the educational 
process, and her efforts have been recognized by the UNESCO-King Hamad bin 
Issa national award for using technology and communication in classrooms. 
Her recent project, SmartClass Acts! was recognized by Microsoft to be 
presented in their E2019 2 conference in Paris.
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Suzy Taslakian is a part-time English instructor at Notre Dame University and 
Lebanese American university. She has studied Mass Media and Journalism at 
the Lebanese University and has an MA in Linguistics and Teaching English as 
a Foreign Language from Armenian Open University. Her research interests 
include new methods for engaging students in their courses and providing 
them with necessary skills to reach success, better assessment methods for 
writing, and ways to incorporate activities in and outside the classroom for the 
purpose of some additional incidental learning of the English language.

Timothy Nicoll is a Senior Instructor in University College at Zayed 
University, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. He holds an MA in Applied 
Linguistics and TESOL from the University of Leicester, an MA in European 
Union Studies from the University of Newcastle, and is a doctoral candidate 
in Educational Research at Lancaster University. His primary research 
interests, on which he has presented at conferences around the world, include 
educational technology, extensive reading, and genre pedagogy. In addition 
to teaching, Timothy is also a teacher trainer, as well as having an extensive 
background in English language assessment.

Thomaï Alexiou is an Associate Professor at the Department of Theoretical 
and Applied Linguistics, School of English, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, 
Greece. Her expertise is in early foreign language learning, methodology of 
teaching languages and material development for young learners. She has been 
invited as a speaker and trainer in Greece, Europe, Australia, Russia and the 
UAE while she has participated in various research projects. Dr Alexiou has 
published widely in the area of SLA pedagogy and she has also authored and 
edited textbooks for children learning English as a foreign language. One of 
these books, Magic Book 2 has been shortlisted for the MacMillan Education 
Award for New Talent in Writing (ELTons 2014).

Thomas Zapounidis teaches at the 3rd Experimental primary school of 
Evosmos. He holds an M.A. in Applied Linguistics and a Ph.D. in Corpus 
Linguistics, both from the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki. He has taught 
EFL to young learners in both private and public sectors. He is currently 
teaching English and chess. He has also taught undergraduate courses for two 
semesters at the Aristotle university of Thessaloniki and is an oral examiner of 
the KPG English language certification exams. His research interests concern 
Corpus Linguistics. Other research interests include teaching English to young 
learners and CEFR vocabulary analyses.
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Zainab Ibrahim Abbas received her MA in English literature from university 
of Baghdad in 2011. Since then she has engaged in different teaching fields 
starting with teaching in English departments in universities of Baghdad and 
Iraqya. The taught classes included English drama and novel and poetry. In 
2013, Zainab moved to work in HCED which at the time was affiliated with the 
American Ball State University to create the first learner-centered, distance 
learning and blended learning classes in mid-Iraq. Zainab has participated 
in many teacher training courses and has published few papers in English 
literature and language field.

Zeina Hojeij is an Associate Professor at Zayed University. She is currently 
the Assistant Dean for Student Affairs for the College of Education.  She 
holds an Ed.D. in Educational Leadership and Administration from Saint 
Louis University, MI, USA. She is a Fellow of the Higher Education Academy. 
Additionally, she is a Certified Online Instructor and CELTA & CELTYL certified. 
Dr. Hojeij has taught and coordinated various courses both undergraduate 
and graduate and has been involved with teacher mentoring with Al Jalila 
Foundation. She has published in educational leadership, English language 
education, mobile learning technology (ML), and teaching & learning.
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