"But We See Jesus" (Part II)

Hebrews 2:10-13

Pastor Michael Lynn  /  West Hampden Baptist Church

December 12, 2021 a.m.
Introduction:  We sing the chorus:  "I'm so glad I'm a part of the family of God;  I've been washed in the fountain, Cleansed by His blood!  Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod,  For I'm part of the family, the family of God."  Our text for last Sunday described how it is possible to become part of the family of God - only by the marvelous grace of God.  Here in our passage this morning we note reference to each Person of the Trinity Who enables us to be part of that family.  Here we can see our creation by God the Father, our redemption by God the Son, & our sanctification by God the Holy Spirit.  Consider with me today that as a result of being part of God's family, we are declared to be the brethren of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The writer to the Hebrews gives us three reasons (or "proofs") to assure us that Jesus is not ashamed to call us "brethren."  By quoting three passages from the O.T., the writer points out our Lord's rejoicing before God, His reliance upon God, & His reception from God.

  I.  Our creation by God the Father (:10a)
       A.  We were created "for" Him:
             1.  For His glory - Isaiah 43:7.
             2.  For our good - Genesis 1:31.
       B.  We were created "by" Him ("dia" - through):
             1.  The work of God the Father - Genesis 1:1.
             2.  The work of God the Son - John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:16; & Hebrews 1:2.
 II.  Our redemption by God the Son (:10b)

       [“For it became Him… to make the captain…” – It was fitting that what God did through Christ was 

         consistent with His character, wisdom, holiness, power, love, & grace.  The Cross solved the 

         problem of human sin & salvation (cf. Rom. 3:26).]
       A.  The children (“sons”) of salvation:
             1.  The Savior's saving power (our deliverance) - "bringing."
             2.  The saint's secure prospect (our destination) - "unto glory."
       B.  The Captain of salvation:
             1.  His titles >
                  a.  “Captain” – pioneer, leader, originator, initiator; same as Author” in 12:2.

      b.  “Prince” – Acts 3:15 & 5:31.
             2.  His trial >
                  a.  A pattern of perfect obedience - Hebrews 5:8-9.
                  b.  A picture of perfect submission - I Peter 2:20-23.

 Summary: His suffering (1) confirmed His humanity; & (2) affirmed His identity.  He was


 already eternally perfect; this means He completed His qualification “course” for becoming the 

 eternal High Priest.  The word “perfect” means complete, effective, or adequate.  “Jesus could 

 not have become an adequate Savior & High Priest had He not become man & suffered & died” 

 (Wiersbe).
III.  Our sanctification by God the Holy Spirit (:11-13)

       [the implication > cf. Romans 15:16, I Corinthians 6:11, 12:13, & Romans 8:9]
       A.  The process of sanctification:

             1.  That which is positional - our condition > Justification -- Hebrews 10:10 & 14, Romans 5:1,

                  Romans 8:1, & II Corinthians 5:17.
             2.  That which is progressive - our conduct > Sanctification -- II Corinthians 3:18 & 7:1, 

                  Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:17-26 (cleansing from our sin & conforming to our Savior).  What 


      we are by position is to be demonstrated by way of practice (“Be ye holy…” – I Peter 1:16).

      Note:  “Sanctify” can be defined as being set apart for a Divine purpose &/or rendered sacred 


      by the Divine presence (Scofield).
             3.  That which is permanent - our conformity > Glorification -- Psalm 17:15, Philippians 3:20-21,

                  & I John 3:2.
       B.  The prospect from sanctification: "for which cause He is not ashamed to call them brethren"
             1.  The declaration that Christ is not ashamed of us >
                  a.  God the Son is not ashamed to call us His brothers (& cf. God the Father is not ashamed 

                       to call us His children - Hebrews 11:16).  Can you imagine God being happy to be called 


           your God?  It is not because of who you are in yourself, but who you are in Christ.
                  b.  "Christ is not ashamed to own this relation; He is not ashamed to call them brethren, which 

                       is wonderful goodness & condescension in Him, considering their (our) meanness by 

                       nature & vileness by sin; but He will never be ashamed of any who are not ashamed of 

                       Him, & who take care not to be a shame & reproach to Him & to themselves" (Henry).

             2.  The demonstration that Christ is not ashamed of us >
                  a.  Christ's rejoicing before God (:12 & cf. Psalm 22:22).
                       (1)  Before the cross > Christ's people were called disciples, sheep or friends, but not 
                              "brethren" //  After the cross > when sin is atoned & righteousness is imputed, His 

                              people are called "brethren" (cf. Matthew 28:10 & John 20:17).
                       (2)  Christ sings praise to the Father > Christ is leading the praises of those who have been 

                              redeemed; worship in heaven will be unending.  See also John 17:26.
                  b.  Christ's reliance upon God (:13a & cf. Isaiah 12:2 &/or Psalm 18:2)

                       (1)  The confidence of Christ (as representative man) in the Father > indicates His

                              humanity & identifies Him with His brethren.
                       (2)  The abiding trust of Christ in the Father's will > see John 8:29 & cf. Matthew 27:43;

                              " 'I will put My trust in Him' was His blessed attitude.  Let it be ours" (Newell).

                  c.  Christ's reception from God (:13b & cf. Isaiah 8:18).
                       (1)  Believers are those who have been given to Christ in eternity past (God’s counsel);
                              Such became a reality at conversion.

                       (2)  Those given to Christ make up the Church > John 17:6, 9, 11, 12, & 24.
Conclusion:  Are you part of the family of God this morning?  Do you belong to Him not only because He has created you, but also because He has redeemed you?  If you have trusted Christ as your personal Savior, you have been set apart by Him & made part of the Body of Christ (His Church).  Your sanctifi-cation is not only positional (describing your condition before God), but also progressive (demonstrating your conduct before men).  One day you will be permanently sanctified, determined by complete con-formity to Christ.  Your life should even now be in practice what is has been declared in principle - set apart unto God & from the world (Romans 12:1-2).  You have been set apart from the world in order to be conformed more & more each day to Christ.  Christ declares that He is not ashamed to call believers His "brethren."  Are you ashamed to declare His name before others?  Heed Paul's challenge to Timothy:

"Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God" (II Tim. 1:8).  It has been said, "Yet how strange & sad that, though God is never ashamed to call us His (cf. Heb. 11:16), we are so often ashamed to call Him ours.  How often are we honestly able to say with Paul, 'I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ...' ?"  How about your testimony here today?

