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Introduction:  J. Wilbur Chapman wrote:  "One day when heaven was filled with His praises, One day when sin was as black as could be, Jesus came forth to be born of a virgin - Dwelt among men, my ex-ample is He.  One day they led Him up Calvary's mountain, One day they nailed Him to die on the tree;  Suffering anguish, despised & rejected: Bearing our sins, my Redeemer is He!  One day the grave could conceal Him no longer, One day the stone rolled away from the door; Then He arose, over death He had conquered; Now is ascended, my Lord evermore!  Living, He loved me; dying He saved me, Buried, He carried my sins far away; Rising, He justified freely forever; One day He's coming - Oh, glorious day!" (p.103, "One Day").  This song provides us a good introduction to our text, for the Scripture writer says, "Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh & blood, He also Himself likewise took part of the same..."  The text continues by giving us 3 reasons why Christ had to come in the flesh as our "Imman-uel."  This morning we will consider the first 2 reasons:  Christ came to destroy the devil & He came to deliver the believer.  Then tonight we will see that Christ came to declare the reconciliation.

  I.  Christ came in the flesh to destroy the devil (:14)

       A.  Because of the desire of the devil > he has the "power of death" (cf. Romans 5:12)

             1.  A description of this power - 

                  a.  He delights in the spiritual & eternal death of the unsaved:

                       (1)  II Corinthians 4:4 > with false “science” – false “salvation” – false “servants.”
                       (2)  Ephesians 2:2-3 > “children of disobedience…of wrath” - destined for wrath.
                  b.  He desires the spiritual ineffectiveness or physical death of the saved:

                       (1)  I Peter 5:8 > “devour” – not loss of salvation, but a loss of testimony (or life).
                       (2)  Luke 22:31-32 > his desire to sift Peter as wheat (afraid to speak up for Christ).
             2.  A demonstration of this power -

                  a.  Since the devil is the author of sin, & death is the consequence of sin, death is his realm –
                       see Romans 5:12.

                  b.  The devil’s primary power & most powerful weapon over mankind is death – sin requires

           death (cf. Romans 6:23a).

       B.  Because of the devices of the devil > 
             1.  For the unbeliever:

                  a.  Sin's hardness - Hebrews 3:13, “…lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of

           sin.”  Illustrate: Beer & cigarette commercials [cf. II Cor. 11:3, “serpent beguiled Eve”]. 
                  b.  Mind's blindness - II Corinthians 4:4, “In whom the god of this world (Satan) hath blinded 

           the minds of them which believe not…” 
                  c.  Soul's darkness - John 3:19, “…men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds 

                       were evil.”
             2.  For the believer:

                  [cf. II Cor. 2:11 ("devices"); Eph. 6:11 ("wiles"); & Eph. 6:16 ("darts")]

                  a.  Three darts hurled at Eve > Genesis 3:1-5.
                       (1)  Doubt (:1) - "Yea, hath God said..."
                       (2)  Denial (:4) - "Ye shall not surely die"
                       (3)  Distortion (:5) - "Ye shall be as gods..."
                  b.  Three darts aimed at us > Ephesians 6:11 & 16.
                       (1)  Discouragement (illustrate)         (2)  Despair          (3)  Despondency 
       C.  Therefore the defeat of the devil >
             1.  The definition of this defeat:

                  a.  "Destroy" - 'bring to nought; render impotent, powerless, as though no longer existing.'

                  b.  "Death" - not yet abolished, but its power is rendered powerless ["Death that is truly death 

                        (I Jn. 3:14), which was the utmost effect of Satan's power, became the instrument of his

                         defeat" (Westcott).] – see I Corinthians 2:8.
             2.  The demonstration of this defeat:

                  a.  Believers are not under that power > I Corinthians 15:55.
                  b.  Believers will one day have Satan under their feet > Romans 16:20.
 II.  Christ came in the flesh to deliver the believer (:15 & cf. 9:26-28)

       A.  Man's apprehension of death (stated here – “fear of death,” implied in Heb. 9:27):
             1.  Death is an unpleasant subject.
             2.  Death is an unknown subject.
             3.  Death is an unprepared for subject (yet, see Amos 4:12, II Kings 20:1 & Luke 12:16-21).
       B.  Man's appointment with death (Heb. 27a):
             1.  Death is the consequence of sin > cf. Romans 5:12 with Genesis 2:17 (& Romans 6:23

                   with Ezekiel 18:20).
             2.  Death is the completion of this life > I Timothy 6:7 (& see Ecclesiastes 12:1).
             3.  Death is the commencement of life ever after > Luke 16:19-31.
                  ["You will live somewhere forever" Dr. Bob Jones, Sr.]

       C.  Man's appearance after death (Heb. 27b):
             1.  For the believer > the Judgment Seat of Christ - II Corinthians 5:10 (Rom. 14:10-13).
                  a.  Faithfulness will be rewarded - Matthew 25:21 & 23.
                  b.  Crowns will be received - I Corinthians 3:14 & Revelation 4:10.
                  c.  Failures will be remembered - I Corinthians 3:15.
             2.  For the unbeliever > the Great White Throne - Revelation 20:11-15.
                  a.  A personal accounting - "every man" (:13).
                  b.  A particular accounting - "according to their works" (:12-13).
                  c.  A painful accounting - name "not found written..." (:15).
Conclusion:  You may be asking, "Is there no fear of death at all for the Christian?"  Certainly all of us have concerns & fears about approaching death.  None of us wants to suffer a painful end.  Perhaps you can recall an experience in which you thought you were going to die.  Most of our senior citizens dread the thought of spending their last days on earth in a nursing home.  They would much rather stay in their own home until the Lord calls them to their eternal home.  But there is no fear of spiritual death, that eternal separation from God, for the believer.  The one trusting Christ can be just as confident as Paul was when he wrote, "...to be absent from the body, and (is) to be present with the Lord" (II Cor. 5:8).  Listen to these comforting words by Matthew Henry, "Christ became man, & died, to deliver them (believers) from those perplexities of soul, by letting them know that death is not only a conquered enemy, but a reconciled friend, not sent to hurt the soul, or separate it from the love of God, but to put an end to all their grievances & complaints, & to give them a passage to eternal life & blessedness..."  The Psalmist explains it this way, "Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints" (116:15).  How about you here this morning?  What are your fears or anxieties about death?  Though we all desire to die in peace, without agony & suffering, we need not fear spiritual death - eternal separation from God.  Can you claim the promise that when you are "absent from the body" that you will be "present with the Lord"?  Will your death be "precious" in the sight of the Lord?  If you are not sure, consider again why Christ came in the flesh.  Why not make your eternal destiny secure today?  

