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Introduction:  We have considered two reasons why Christ became a partaker of flesh & blood.  He took on His human nature, humbling Himself as a man, ultimately to go to the cross.  Philippians 2:8 tells us that Christ "...humbled Himself & became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross."  Our text reminds us that because of His death, the devil is defeated & the believer is delivered.  Verse 16 pre-pares us for the third reason for Christ's coming in the flesh.  This verse speaks again of His human nature as it tells us Christ did not take on the "nature of angels," but rather "the seed of Abraham."  This assumes we know that the nature of angels would not atone for the sins of mankind.  Christ did not come to save angels.  Their destiny has been forever sealed.  But Christ came to redeem mankind.  In His own words, "The Son of Man is come to seek & to save that which was lost" (Luke 19:10).  The writer of Hebrews then says, "Wherefore..."  Note with me tonight that Christ came in the flesh to declare the reconciliation (literally, “propitiation”).  We will consider first the defining of the terms & then the describing of the task.
  I.  The defining of the terms [compare & contrast with "propitiation"]

       A.  Reconciliation: [Biblically > “the removal of the offense by the offended party.”]

 1.  The word means “to change thoroughly from” (see Rom. 5:10; 11:15; I Cor. 7:11; II Cor. 5).

 2.  The word refers to the restoration of friendship & fellowship after estrangement.

       
 3.  The word compares & contrasts with “propitiation” – Reconciliation looks at the effect of 


      Christ’s death upon man; while propitiation views the effects of Christ’s death upon God.


 Summary:  “It is never said that God is reconciled.  God is propitiated, the sinner reconciled” 

             (Scofield).  “By the death of Christ the world is changed in its relationship to God.  Man is re-

 conciled to God, but God is not said to be reconciled to man.  By this change lost humanity is 

 rendered savable.  When an individual sees & trusts in the value of Christ’s atoning death, he 

 becomes reconciled to God, hostility is removed, friendship & fellowship eventuate” (Unger). 
       B.  Propitiation:
            1.  The presented picture > Christ makes "propitiation"
                 a.  The verb means “to conciliate, to satisfy, to expiate.”
                 b.  Christ's death on the cross, His shed blood, satisfies the demands of God's holiness & 
                      wrath against sin.

            2.  The parallel passages > Christ is the "propitiation."
                 a.  I John 2:2 - the offering of Himself satisfies the requirement of God.
                 b.  Romans 3:24-26 - Christ is the equivalent of the mercy seat (Heb. 9:5), & therefore both 
                      the Person & the place of propitiation.
            3.  The particular plan > Christ can be our "propitiation."
                 a.  His death makes possible the removal of our sins - Ephesians 1:7.
                 b.  His death makes possible the reconciliation to our God - I Peter 3:18.
       Summary:  See Isaiah 53:10-12 (the work of reconciliation was initiated by God).
 II.  The describing of the task
       A.  Because Christ is our merciful High Priest we can be reconciled (:17):
             1.  His mercy > withholding what we deserve:

                  a.  Lamentations 3:22-23, "It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not consumed, because 

                       His compassions fail not.  They are new every morning: great is Thy faithfulness." 

                  b.  Nehemiah 9:31, "Nevertheless for Thy great mercies' sake Thou didst not utterly consume

                       them, nor forsake them; for Thou art a gracious & merciful God."
        2.  His love (grace) > bestowing upon us eternal redemption:

                  a.  Hebrews 9:11-12, “But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a 

           greater & more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this 

           building; Neither by the blood of goats & calves, but by His own blood He entered into
           the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.”
                  b.  Hebrews 7:25, “Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto 

           God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.” 
       B.  Because Christ is our faithful High Priest we can be reconciled (:17):
             1.  His death not only demonstrated mercy to mankind, but also demonstrated faithfulness to 

                  God - it satisfied the penalty for sin & obtains pardon for us. 
             2.  Because of His faithfulness we can have absolute confidence in Him - see Heb. 10:23 & 
                  I Thess. 5:24.
       C.  Because Christ is our sympathetic High Priest we can be reconciled (:18):
             1.  He "suffered" (His passion).
                  a.  Like us > He was subject to temptation.
                       (1)  He was tempted like as we are - Hebrews 4:15. 


           (2)  He is able therefore to fully understand & sympathize with mankind.

                  b.  Unlike us > He was sinless in temptation (cf. Matthew 4:1-11).

                       (1)  We often yield to temptation before being subjected to its full force.

                       (2)  "...Sympathy with the sinner in his trial does not depend on the experience of sin, but

                               on the experience of the strength of the temptation to win which only the sinless can

                               know  in its full intensity.  He who falls yields before the last strain" (Westcott).

             2.  He "succours" (His compassion).
                  a.  "Succour" – “comes to the aid of”' or “to give assistance to in time of need or distress.” 


      b.  He is a sympathizing, tender, & skillful physician who remembers His own temptations.

             Summary:  Christians are subject to temptation; they need support in temptation; & they receive

             succour for temptation from Christ.  See Hebrews 4:15 & I Corinthians 10:13.


 Application:  This should remove our often & frail excuses as to why we sin. 

Conclusion:  The writer of Hebrews has given us 3 reasons why Christ came in the flesh.  He was made like unto His brethren, a partaker of flesh & blood, that He might destroy the devil, deliver the believer, & declare the reconciliation.  Do you know personally why Jesus came?  Has Christ delivered you from the fear of death?  Though subject to physical death (if the Lord tarries His coming), do you know for sure that you will not experience spiritual death?  Christ makes propitiation; He is the propitiation; He can be your propitiation.  Do you now have friendship & fellowship with the God of heaven because you have been reconciled to Him?  If not, why not come to Christ today, receive His forgiveness, & be assured of an eternal home in heaven?  

     Do you know Christ as your merciful, faithful & sympathetic High Priest?  If you are saved, you can be thankful for Christ's lovingkindness, His faithfulness, & His awareness of your need in the time of temptation.  Claim His promise of sympathy & His power through prayer.  Through Him you can approach the throne of grace boldly, where you can obtain mercy & find grace to help in your time of need (Hebrews 4:16).

