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Introduction:  The Book of Hebrews is one of the most interesting as well as intriguing books in the N.T.  There is uncertainty as to the author & the audience of this book, though the authority of its message rings out loud & clear.  The apostle Paul is suggested by many as the writer, but it seems best to conclude with the third century theologian Origen, "Who wrote the Book of Hebrews, only God knows certainly."  The audience is primarily Jewish (Christians or professing Christians), but there is the question of whether these Jews live in Palestine (Jerusalem) or Italy (Rome).  The evidence from within the book tends toward identifying the recipients as Jewish believers living in Italy.  Though this uncertainty of author & audience continues to be debated, the authoritative message of the superiority of Christ is without question.  Ryrie suggests the book can be outlined with this theme: the superiority of Christ's Person (chs. 1-4), the superiority of Christ's Priesthood (chs. 5-10), & the superiority of Christ's Power (chs. 11-13).  The writer in chapter one establishes the deity of Christ, in chapter two emphasizes the humanity of Christ, & then in chapter three evidences the ministry of Christ as High Priest & Apostle.  Our text for this morning is found in chapter 2 verse 9.  Look with me here to see Jesus - in His humiliation, in His crucifixion, in His exaltation, & in His substitution.

  I.  See Him in His humiliation > "made a little lower than the angels"

       A.  His condescension - from God, out of heaven:
             1.  Out of the ivory palaces (Ps. 45:8), into a humble manger (Lk. 2:7).
                  [Consider the song, "Out of the Ivory Palaces"]

             2.  From the riches of glory to the poverty of earth (II Cor. 8:9, “For ye know the grace of our 

      Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye 

      through His poverty might be rich.”).
                  [Consider the song, "Down from His Glory"]

       B.  His manifestation - to men, on the earth:
             1.  His incarnation (Heb. 2:14; Jn. 1:14).
                  a.  He was made lower than the angels (angels do not die).
                  b.  He was made of a woman (Gal. 4:4-5).
             2.  His identification (Mt. 1:21-23).
                  a.  His names declared: “Jesus” & "Emmanuel."
                  b.  His names defined:  “Jehovah saves” & "God with us" [literally, "with us (is) God"].
 II.  See Him in His crucifixion > "for the suffering of death"
       A.  The announcement of His death (its prophecy):

             1.  Consider Psalm 22:1-21 > the “Good” Shepherd Psalm (cf. John 10:11), followed by the 

                  “Great” Shepherd Psalm (23), & then the “Chief” Shepherd Psalm (24); & see Heb. 13:20-21.
             2.  Compare Isaiah 52:13-53:12 > the mystery of Jehovah’s Servant [His recognition (52:13-15),
                   His rejection (53:1-3), His redemption (:4-6), His resignation (:7-9) & His reign (:10-12).]
       B.  The agony of His death (its pain):

             1.  Its humiliating shame - Matthew 27:33-36, “And sitting down they watched Him there.”
             2.  Its horrible suffering - Psalm 22:14-17.
III.  See Him in His exaltation > "crowned with glory & honour"
       A.  His passion is followed by His ascension:

             1.  The victory of His resurrection - Mt. 28:5-7; Mk. 16:6; Lk. 24:6-7.
             2.  The visibility of His ascension - Acts 1:9-11; I Cor. 15:6.
       B.  His position is fixed in His exaltation:

             1.  A coronation - crowned with glory & honor (cf. Eph. 1:20-23 & Heb. 5:4-5).
             2.  A consecration - worshipped by all (see Phil. 2:9-11 & cf. Isa. 45:22-23).
 IV.  See Him in His substitution > "taste death for every man"

       A.  Standing in our place - I Peter 3:18a, “For Christ also hath once suffered for sins…”
             1.  Bearing our sins:

                  a.  II Corinthians 5:21, “For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we 
                      might be made the righteousness of God in Him.”
                  b.  I Peter 2:24, “Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree…”
             2.  Paying our penalty:

                  a.  Galatians 3:13, “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for

           us: for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.”
                  b.  Isaiah 53:6, “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way;

           and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.”
       B.  Securing our pardon - I Peter 3:18b, “…that He might bring us to God…”
             1.  He is our "ransom":

                  a.  I Timothy 2:6, “Who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.”
                  b.  Matthew 20:28 (& Mark 10:45), “Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto,
                       but to minister, & to give His life a ransom for many.”
             2.  He is our "redemption":

                  a.  Ephesians 1:7, “In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins,
                       according to the riches of His grace.”
                  b.  Colossians 1:14, “In whom we have redemption through His blood, even the forgiveness
                       of sins.”
Conclusion:  Consider the one phrase that I have not yet dealt with in this verse, "...that He by the grace of God..."  Having noted Christ's humiliation, His crucifixion, His exaltation, & His substitution, note with me now in this phrase I have saved for last - His motivation.  Why did Christ die for us?  Was it because we deserved it?  No!  We deserved separation from God.  Was it because we earned it?  No!  We earned only the wages of sin, which is death.  It was God's grace, demonstrated by His love, that sent Christ to die in our place.  John 3:16 says it best, "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life."  We who deserved eternal destruction in a place called hell have received eternal salvation in a place called heaven.  That is God's grace!!  As His mercy withholds that which we do deserve (separation), His grace bestows that which we do not deserve (salvation).  Have you been the beneficiary of such an exchange?  Have you experienced this salvation, by repenting of your sin & trusting in Christ's finished work on the cross of Calvary?  Verse 3 of this chapter asks a sobering question, "How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation...?"  How about you this morning?  Have you neglected to accept such a great salvation?  Will you continue to reject His offer, "Come unto Me, all ye that labour & are heavy laden, & I will give you rest..." (Mt. 11:28)?  Consider again the words of our text: "But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels (see His humiliation) for the suffering of death (see His crucifixion), crowned with glory & honour (see His exaltation); that he by the grace of God (see His motivation) should taste death for every man (see His substitution)."  Herein lies the purpose of the holiday we will observe December 25th, Christmas.  I would ask each of you here today, "Do you see Jesus?"

