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Introduction: We resume the story of Jonah with him being re-commissioned by God.  We are reminded again that not only does God show Himself to be compassionate toward a decadent people (who repent), but He is compassionate toward a disobedient prophet (who relents).  In chapter one we noted that spiritual  disobedience brings severe consequence (Jonah was insensitive to the will of God & to the welfare of others).  Chapter two depicts Jonah’s distress, as he makes confession in the fish (note the substance of his prayer - sincere & Scriptural & the subsequence of his prayer - obedience to the will of God & deliverance from the “servant of God”).  We learned that the chastening hand of God should lead to the confessing heart of man.  God’s sovereign control is noted in the last verse of chapter 2, “And the Lord spake unto the fish, & it vomited out Jonah upon the dry land” (:10).  We concluded that God’s “nature servants” always obey - they are immediately obedient in contrast to our being frequently disobedient.  Here in chapter 3 we find Jonah convincing in the city (or his declaration).  Consider with me this morning the re-commissioning of a disobedient prophet & the revival of a repentant people as we see the God of the second chance.

III.  Jonah’s convincing in the city > his declaration - chapter 3

       A.  The re-commission of a disobedient prophet (:1-4)
             1.  The second mandate, but the same message (:1-2).
                  a.  The mandate - God’s mercy for His messenger (Jonah given a second chance).
                       (1) God of the “second chance” - others?? – Abraham, Moses, Peter, John Mark.
	 	     “The victorious Christian life is a series of new beginnings” (Morrison).
                       (2) God does not always give the “second chance” - I Kings 13.
                  b.  The message - God’s message through His messenger.
                       (1) It was brief & to the point (sermon actually longer than recorded here??).
                       (2) It contained only 5 Hebrew words (8 in English) - yet it contains the themes of
                             repentance & mercy. [“See how slow God is to wrath; though Nineveh’s wick-
                             edness cried for vengeance, yet it shall be spared for 40 days, that it may have
                             space to repent & meet God in the way of His judgments” (Henry).]
[bookmark: _GoBack]	 Note: Nineveh is called “that great city” – great in size, splendor, but also sin.
             Note: Jonah heads to Nineveh with a renewed commitment. Martin suggests that Jonah is  
             obedient, returning to his mission: “(1) As a sinful man, whose sin had been eminently 
             forgiven; (2) As a prayerful man, whose prayer had been eminently answered; (3) As an 
             afflicted man, whose affliction (cf. Ps. 119:67) had been eminently blessed.”
             2.  The same prophet, but a different perspective (:3-4).
                  a.  His penetration into the city - “Jonah arose, and went into Nineveh” - “began to
                       enter” - he is walking through.
                       (1) The largest city in the world at that time?? - 600,000 to a million people.
                       (2) The walls were almost 8 miles long, 100 feet high, broad enough for 3 chariots
                             to ride abreast; the city’s circumference covered 60 miles.
                  b.  His proclamation unto the city - a message of judgment (short, strange, and stern).
                       (1) It is sufficient (note the results below).
                       (2) It is efficient > the message reveals the efficiency of God’s words in the hearts
                             of lost men as well as the necessity of God’s Word in the mouths of God’s
                             servants.
                  Summary: Try as he might, man cannot improve upon the simple yet soul-stirring 
                  message: “Thus saith the Lord.”


       B.  The revival of a repentant people (:5-10)
             1.  The repenting of a convicted people.
                  a.  Their exercise of faith - “The people of Nineveh believed God.”
                       (1) The same word used of Abraham’s faith in Genesis 15:6.
                       (2) They recognized Jonah as God’s messenger & hoped for God’s mercy.
                       Note: Some writers suggest that the Ninevites were “ripe” for repentance because of a
                       famine in the land, or a solar eclipse, or rebellion in the empire??  It clearly demonstrates
                       the power of God upon the hearts of men.
                  b.  Their evidence of faith - in their fasting and in their clothing (“sackcloth”).
                       (1) In stark contrast to the kings of Israel who time & again refused to repent, though preached
                             to by many faithful prophets (cf. Jer. 36:9-31).
                       (2) Here a pagan monarch repents & leads his city to demonstrate repentance upon this brief
                             message from a foreign missionary (Jonah’s bleached skin??).
                             Note: “sackcloth” was an outward sign of inward sorrow & humility (II Cor. 5:17).
                  Summary: Consider how Jesus uses this story in Matthew 12:38-41 & Luke 11:29-32.
             2.  The “repenting” of a compassionate God.
                  a.  The king’s regard for God’s mercy.
                  b.  God’s regard for the people’s repentance.
             [Note: “God repents?”  Compare Numbers 23:19, “God is not a man, that He should lie; neither
              the son of man, that He should repent...” with Jeremiah 18:8, “If that nation, against whom I have
              pronounced, turn from their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought to do unto them.”-  God’s
              regard of Nineveh’s repentance brought about a different result: God showed mercy (not repentance
              in the sense of sorrow for sin).  His different reaction was due to the response of the Assyrians to the
              message of judgment.  Because of the change in the Ninevites, God recognized that they were not as
              yet “ripe” for judgment, so His judgment is stayed, demonstrating His longsuffering.]
             [For further study > When the word “repent” has God as its subject, the form of the verb
              indicates “to be moved to pity.”  Wiersbe suggests, “The phrase ‘God repented’ might be translated 
	  ‘God relented,’ that is, changed His course.  From the human point of view, it looked like 
	  repentance, but from the divine perspective, it was simply God’s response to man’s change of heart.  
	  God is utterly consistent with Himself; it only appears that He is changing His mind.  The Bible uses 
	  human analogies to reveal the divine character of God (Jeremiah 18:1-10).” 

Conclusion: The book of Jonah might well be summarized in relationship to the will of God: Chapter 1 > Jonah running from God’s will; chapter 2 > Jonah submitting to God’s will; chapter 3 > Jonah fulfilling God’s will; & chapter 4 > Jonah questioning God’s will (MacArthur).  How easy it is for us, sitting in our “21st century armchairs,” to look down our respective noses at Jonah’s refusal to preach to the Ninevites.  Though we rejoice in his ultimate surrender to God’s will (chapter 3), we marvel at his questioning that same will in chapter 4.  But how often have we heard the voice of God commanding us (through personal study or public sermon) & have refused to obey.  Hopefully the Spirit of God brought chastening into our lives so that we subsequently repented & went on to fulfill God’s will.  Yet still, are there not times we have failed to communicate God’s message to those that we know God would have us witness to?  In all probability, we will not see the kind of response Jonah witnessed.  But we need to be reminded that it is our job to sow & water the seed; it is God’s job to bring the increase (see I Cor. 3:6-9).  God continues today commissioning His “prophets” & converting those peoples who respond to the message of salvation in repentance & faith.  A re-commissioned prophet & a repentant people remind us of the God of the second chance.  Have you been faithful to your commission?  May God help each of us to be the kind of ambassadors He wants us to be.  Might we leave here this morning with the message upon our lips, “We pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God” (II Cor. 5:20b). 

