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Introduction:  What traditions does your family have?  Do you have traditions related to birthdays 

(favorite meal selected?), holidays (reading of Christmas story?), or summer activities such as camping? 

The word “tradition” comes from the Latin word meaning “to hand over” – hence a tradition is that which 

is passed along.  Traditions can be useful & even necessary to tie generations or cultures together.  But is 

there a danger associated with traditions for the church?   One theologian wrote, “Tradition is the living 

faith of the dead; traditionalism is the dead faith of the living” (Pelikan).  Wiersbe observes, “Traditional-

ism means going through the outward motions instead of honoring the Lord from our heart; it means 

participating in a religious event but failing to have an inner spiritual experience.” 

     In our text this evening (Zechariah 7), traditions have continued even though the times have changed & 

truth has been neglected.  Note with me this evening the people’s request, the prophet’s reply, & the 

Lord’s rebuke.  As I read, see if you can determine where the breaks in the chapter occur.  Let us then 

beware of having a religion of habit rather than a relationship of the heart. 

 

  I.  The people’s request (:1-3) 

 

       A.  The timing of the request (:1) > 

  1.  It is “in the fourth year of king Darius, in the fourth day of the ninth month, even Chisleu.” 

  2.  Note again that dating is in regard to the reign of a Gentile king – “the times of the Gentiles.” 

  3.  It is the equivalent in our calendar to December 7, 518 B.C. 

 

       B.  The tradition of the request (:2-3) > 

  1.  Two men, Sherezer & Regem-melech, are sent to Jerusalem to worship (“to pray before the  

       LORD”) & to ask about a traditional fast day (“fifth month”). 

  2.  The fast of the fifth month was to commemorate the destruction of the Temple in 586 B.C. 

  3.  Since the Temple is now being rebuilt, do the people still need to keep this fast?  “The fasting  

       being done was irksome & burdensome.  Their weeping & separation from food & normal  

       pursuits were wearisome to them” (Feinberg). 

  Note:  Their question will first be answered by questions & then later in 8:19 (fast to feast). 

 

       C.  The truth of the request (implied) > 

  1.  The only national fast day in the Jewish year was the annual Day of Atonement (Lev. 23:37). 

  2.  The individual Jew could fast at other times, but it was not required of the nation. 

  3.  The nation had instituted this seventh month & other fast-days, but they were not ordered by  

       the Lord. 

 

 II.  The prophet’s reply (:4-7) 

 

       A.  The proper question (:4-6) > 

  1.  What was in your heart when you fasted (:5) or feasted (:6)? 

  2.  Was your worship just mechanical, going through the motions?  [“Lying singing?] 

  Summary:  Observance of religious rituals without obedience of heart is hypocrisy.  See I Samuel  

  15:22-23 & cf. Psalm 50:8-13; 51:16 & Isaiah 1:11-17; 58:3-7. 

 



       B.  The prior refusal (:7) > 

  1.  The previous generation refused to listen to the prophets before the captivity. 

  2.  The previous generation’s refusal to listen led to their captivity. 

  Summary:  “Had the people heeded God’s word through the prophets, they would not have  

  experienced captivity & would have had no need for the fasts” (Ryrie). 

 

III.  The Lord’s rebuke (:8-14)  

 

       A.  The Lord commanded worship of the heart (:8-10) > 

  1.  “Execute true judgment.” 

       a.  This is an exhortation to practice justice. 

       b.  “Administration of justice was to be according to truth.  God hates unrighteous judgment,  

            for He is the righteous Judge of all the earth (Gen. 18:25)” (Feinberg). 

  2.  “Shew mercy & compassions…” 

       a.  To their brethren, the poor, widows, orphans, & aliens in the land. 

       b.  To do so is an indication of the obedience in their heart. 

 

       B.  The people continued in rebellion from their heart (:11-14) > 

  1.  Evidence of their rebellion (:11-12). 

       a.  Stopped ears, that they might not hear the preaching (:11). [cf. Acts 7:57] 

       b.  Stony hearts, which became more & more hardened & unresponsive (:12). 

  2.  Effect of their rebellion (:13-14). 

       a.  The Lord refuses to hear their prayer (:13). 

       b.  The Lord removes them from their land (:14).  [even world-wide dispersion] 

 

Conclusion:  God’s ultimate answer to the question of 7:3 is found in 8:19.  The fast of the fourth month 

was in recognition of the Babylonians entering Jerusalem while the fast of the fifth month commemorated 

the destruction of Jerusalem & the Temple.  The seventh month fast recalled the assassination of 

Gedaliah, who had been appointed governor over Judah by Nebuchadnezzar while the fast of the tenth 

month remembered the beginning of Jerusalem being besieged.  When Israel is restored during the 

Kingdom Age, these fasts will have become feasts.  “So, instead of living in the past tense & mourning 

over calamities, why not live in the future tense & rejoice over what God has promised to do for His 

people?” (Wiersbe).  And yet according to Jewish tradition, fasts were suspended when the nation was 

enjoying peace & prosperity, but the fasts were reinstituted whenever the nation was in trouble.  Jews to 

this day (since the destruction of the Temple in A.D. 70) keep “the principal fasts of the seventeenth day 

of the fourth month, the ninth day of the fifth month, the third day & the tenth day of the seventh month, 

& the tenth day of the tenth month” (Feinberg).  Instead of keeping these fasts remembering the tragedies 

of their past, Israel should repent of the sins that caused such tragedies. 

     But before we focus our attention just on Israel, what about our churches today?  Have our established 

traditions of days gone by changed with the circumstances of today?  Wiersbe points out, “It’s easier to 

have a religion of habit than a religion of the heart.  Churches, families, & individual believers need to 

examine their cherished traditions in the light of God’s truth.  Perhaps some of our fasts need to be turned 

into feasts!”  And let us not forget that our religious duty (traditions & /or rituals) need to be both right & 

real.  We also need to remember that our worship on the Lord’s Day is to be reflected in the way we live 

Monday – Saturday.  Your worship on Sunday should be more than just going through the motions.  And 

as a believer, your worship on the Lord’s Day is useless if you live like the heathen the other days of the 

week.  How is the relationship of your heart?  


