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Granny Baker
 
Ruth 1:16b “Where you go, I will go, and where you stay I will
stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God.”  
 
 
I love the book of Ruth, because my Granny Baker shares her
name. Ruth Baker was a woman who grew up with many
challenges in her life. Her mother died with she was young. Her
father remarried, and her stepmother was controlling and abusive.
My dad and his siblings often said Granny grew up like Snow White.
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Ruth went to live with her mother’s sister and her husband. Her
dad came to visit Ruth at her aunt and uncle Jenvey’s home,
invited her to take a ride in his new buggy, and brought her home
without her consent. A few years later she tried to run away, to
live with the Jenvey’s who had moved from the Chicago area to
Canada, but her father found her at the train station and brought
her home. They agreed she could leave home after she finished
school. So as a young woman she packed a few belongings,
boarded a train, and went to live with her aunt and uncle who
have moved to Montana.
 
Granny homesteaded beside the Jenvey’s. I’m not sure how much
time passed, but she eventually married my grandpa Forest Baker.
Forest was among the many young men who went to fight in World
War I. During this time their little Methodist Church was without a
pastor. Granny and two other women stepped forward to lead the
church making sure there were Sunday services, pastoral care,
Sunday school, and she started the coal fired furnace in the
winter. I never thought to ask Granny while she was alive, but I
imagine the women would have officiated a few funerals as well.
 
While Granny was still a young woman, she experienced the death
of her husband and one of her sons. My uncle Duane was hit by a
truck while the boys were walking to school. Grandpa Baker
suffered from the effects of mustard gas, from WWI. He couldn’t
do manual labor, so he picked up odd jobs and worked in a green
house. He died on my aunt Fairy’s birthday. Duane and Forest both
died before my dads eight birthday.
 
Granny worked hard to take care of six kids. She did a little bit of
everything from sewing and cooking, to cleaning, and any other
odd job that came along. There were times when she needed a
little government assistance to survive, but she was always looking
for new opportunities to become self-supportive. She even packed
up the family and moved to a new community where she could be
a house mother at a school.
 
When I was growing up, Granny was living in Hinsdale, MT with my
Grandma Chester. She was a grandma through loving relationships
rather than an official relative. Granny spent those years taking
care of Grandma Chester and traveling to see her family. Grandma
Chester died when I was in grade school and Granny Baker died
shortly after I graduated from High School.
 
There were two constants in Granny’s life, her love of family and
her love for God. Granny took her faith seriously. There was never
a question about her commitment to her faith and to the Methodist
Church. These are two virtues she passed along to her children and



grandchildren.
 
I thank God for Granny because she is one of the people that
shaped my life and my faith.
 
Who was your Granny? Who is someone that shaped your life and
faith? If you’re willing to share those stories I would love to hear
them. Please give me a call and we can get together to swap
stories and get better acquainted.  
 
Pastor Ray

UPDATE ON UNITED WOMEN OF FAITH
MEETING ON MARCH 21ST

 
Monday's meeting of United Women in Faith (UWIF) was held to
determine the future of the women’s group at Faith UMC.  
Delicious food was provided, great fellowship occurred, and the
sharing of ideas was greatly appreciated.
 
Discussion focused on ideas and activities and how to make Women
of Faith accessible to more people, as well as support Faith UMC’s
ministry. Providing speakers that address key note topics was
discussed, activities of effective outreach and mission work, and
the commitment that women have in maintaining such a group for
the Faith UMC.
 
There has been a very small group of women that have shown their
commitment to sustain the existence of UWIF at Faith UMC. These
individuals’ gifts of time and resources are highly appreciated and
recognized; yet, it was communicated by those attending who are
not active in UWIF because of the inability to participate and be a
contributing member. Their time is limited given family
commitment and the time and stress that work takes away from
family.
 
It was determined that for now Faith’s UWIF will step back and
periodically reassess the need to establish a women’s group.
Meanwhile, there are many opportunities for women to be
involved in the church’s ministry, such as Food Pantry, Open Door,
Missions and Outreach, and Youth Leadership. Those who have



been actively involved in UWIF will continue projects that provide
similar outreach as in past. In part they will continue to hold the
semi-annual Rummage Sales and Bake Sales to fund the mission
groups to which they are committed. A few women will continue
to support the national organization of the UWIF.
 
Let us see how we can pool the many talents and abilities of the
people of Faith UMC to the ministry of Jesus Christ.

Lenten Services start at 6:30 pm on the following dates and
locations

March 22: Faith UMC, Peg Zerface
March 29, First UMC, Becky Holten
April 6: Faith UMC, Ray Baker
April 7: Faith UMC, John Roberts

Congratulations!

Elle Rudd was in the Oak Grove High musical of
"Footloose."

Ben Cleary participated in a multiple city tour with
NDSU Concert Choir.



As the humanitarian relief and development arm of The United
Methodist Church, the United Methodist Committee on Relief –the United Methodist Committee on Relief –
UMCOR –UMCOR – assists United Methodists and churches to become
involved globally in direct ministry to persons in need.

UMCOR comes alongside those who suffer from natural or human-
caused disasters – famine, hurricane, war, flood, fire or other events
—to alleviate suffering and serve as a source of help and hope for
the vulnerable. UMCOR provides relief, response and long-term
recovery grants when events overwhelm a community’s ability to
recover on their own.

UMCOR also provides technical support and training for partners to
address emerging and ongoing issues related to disaster relief,
recovery, and long-term health and development.

 

A Benefit in
Tribute to Chris Hanson

Saturday, April 15th
6:00 PM - 12:00 AM

The Armory Event Center

Featuring:
The FM Kicks Band
The Cropdusters

Fat Daddy's
Guys and Dahls

Helena Handbaske

This event is in coordination
with LEND A HAND UP - an online giving program



of Dakota Medical Foundation
-- Lend a handup.org

WOMEN IN FAITH
NEW LIBRARY BOOKS

Check out the following books. These are recommendations from
the United Methodist - Women In Faith. They are located in the
Library at Faith UMC to the left of the small altar.

“Pioneer Black Clergywomen”—
Stories of Black Clergywomen of the
United Methodist Church 1974-2016.
Josephine Whitely-Fields, PhD, MDiv.
The United Methodist Church has
intensive their commitment to
dismantle racism, but the question
still remains, “How will the specific
dismantling of racism, sexism, 
ageism, classism, and economic
discrimination . .. . be addressed?”

 “Susan Angeline Collins: With a Hallelujah

Heart”—by Janis Bennington Van Buren

Explore the life of African American Susan

Angeline Collins and be inspired by her

faith, pioneering attitude, missionary

successes, unfailing courage and belief in

everyone’ right to an education





Weekly Calendar

Tues, Mar 21th
6:30 pm Leadership Committee
7:00 pm Men's AA Group, an affinity group of Faith UMC

Wed, Mar 22th
6:30 pm Lent Wednesday Service at Faith Methodist
7:15 pm Youth Group, Fellowship Hall
7:15 pm Choir, Sanctuary

Thur, Mar 23th
10:30 Faith UMC Foundation; Library
12:00 pm Care Ministry, Kitchen
4:00 pm English Conversation

Fri, Mar 24th
8:00 am Men's Breakfast, Fryin' Pan
1:30 pm Faith Food Pantry Distribution

Sat, Mar 25th
4:30 pm Chinese Church; Fellowship Hall

Sun, Mar 26th
10:00 am Worship Service
11:00 am Fellowship; Fellowship Hall
11:15 am Confirmation Class; Library
11:15 am Sunday School; Classrooms

Mon, Mar 27th
6:00 pm Scouts; Fellowship Hall, an affinity group of Faith UMC
8:00 pm Families Anonymous, an affinity group of Faith UMC

Tues, Mar 28th
7:00 pm AA Men's Group, an affinity group of Faith UMC



March Birthdays
Celebration in Fellowship

March Birthdays
We celebrate monthly birthday on

the 3rd Sunday of each month.
If you would like to provide fellowship treats for the

month of your birthday, please contact
the office at 701.232.6844.

3/1- Harold Mattingly; 3/5 Jeriann Carvell, Dixie Schulz; 3/8 Dianne Ostern;
3/12-Barbara Bale; 3/17-Karen Balsbaugh, Ellie Rudd; 3/18-Don Scoby,

Lorna Williams; 3/23-Court Streed; 3/25-Sam Fluegel; 3/28-Colette Carter,
Dean Whited; 3/29-Kristin Hayes-Streed; 3/30-Ken Christianson

If your birthday isn't listed and it's your birthday
this month, please let us know in the office.

We celebrate monthly birthday on
the 3rd Sunday of each month. If you would like to provide

fellowship treats for the month of your birthday,
please contact the office at 701.232.6844.

Who's Who At Faith UMC -
"Highlight a Church Member"

You're invited to participate in the new article, “Highlight a Church
Member.” Each week we will ask someone to tell us about themselves.
You can use the following prompts to tell us about yourself, or you can
write something on your own.



Janet (Jan) & Gene Jones
Family: Gene and Janet have two grown daughter, one in Minneapolis and
another in Moorhead; and they are blessed with one granddaughter.

Career: Gene attended NDSU and received a degree in Electrical
Engineering. He had a career with IBM in Rochester, MN for over 30 years.
Janet received her under-graduated from ________ (Univer/College) and
then went on to received her professional degree in Physical Therapy.
Janet had her own Physical Therapy, Occupation Therapy, and Speech
Therapy clinical practice in Rochester, MN.

Outreach Mission Work: Upon retirement both Gene and Janet become
actively involved in mission work with their first assignment in Democratic
Republic of Congo, formerly known as Zaire. There they aligned themselves
with "Missionary Aviation Fellowship" and extended their mission work
throughout the world to enhance communication services to under-served
people. With Gene's abilities in electrical engineering he assisted directly
with the communication networks, while Janet used her knowledge and
talents to access needed health care resources. Their missionary work took
them to Haiti, Venezuela, Afghanistan and New Guinea.





Sunday Morning
Worship and Activities

Sunday Morning Worship takes place each Sunday at 10:00 a.m. in
our Sanctuary! Communion is served on the first Sunday of each
month. Fellowship (11 am) is after worship. Confirmation (11:15
am) and Sunday School (11:15am).

The service is also streamed here on our website (www.fargofaithumc.org)
and on our Facebook page
(www.facebook.com/FargoFaithUnitedMethodistChurch).

Faith Food Pantry
March 24, 2023

from 1:30 pm to 3:00 pm
to the public.

Serving in Worship This Week...
March 26, 2023

Pastor- Rev Baker

http://www.fargofaithumc.org
http://www.facebook.com/FargoFaithUnitedMethodistChurch


Greeters-; Ushers- TBA;
Lay Readers- ; A/V Technicians- Ken Laber,

Ken Christiansen, Chris Carvell, Kay Braun; The Big House Band:
Wade Stalbroeger- Drums, Jay Hoherz- Vocals & Bass,

Sam Fuegel-Vocals, Kate Naujokas- Vocals, Ben Cleary-Vocals;
Ellis Canete - Electric Guitar, Sarah Baker - Acoustic Guitar;

Wade Bedford-Drums; Heidi Farrell - Piano;
Fellowship Server: Julia Christiansen

Contact the church office at 701-232-6844 to inquire about
ways you can volunteer and serve at Fargo Faith!

Sunday Worship Attendance March 19 2023: 65
Sunday Offering for March 19, 2023: $16,034

Prayer Requests

Requests for prayer remain on
the Prayer List for 6 weeks.

To be placed on the Prayer List,
to make a prayer request, or to
remain on the Prayer List longer
than the initial six weeks,
please call the office at (701)
232-6844.

 
Prayers of Health & Healing:

**Rev Dayne Zachrison-healing
of his auto-immune disorder
affecting his nervous system
**Darlene Mattingly's friend

 
Prayers of Comfort
**Pastor Ray & Sarah Baker's
friends son Corbin passed
away
**Ben Cleary's friend's dad who
passed away



**Megan Boe's 4 month baby
boy, Jasper, healing after
heart surgery
**Kate Naujokas' friend's wife
Sheila who is recovering from
cardiac arrest
**Carol Brooks recovering from
bronchitis
**Jim Towne's granddaughter
had brain surgery
**Jan Randerson's sister
battling cancer and Covid in
the family & concern for the
health of her granddaughters

Prayers of Support:
**Rev. Ray and Sarah Baker's
friends and others that are
coping with a family member
committing suicide
**Open Door program and the
high school youth
**Robert Teichman's family is
moving to Maple Grove
**Peris Wandal Njeri & her
family moving out West
**Jay Hoherz's friends the
King's
**Jo Barke
**Diana Moen
**Howie Richardson

Prayers for the World:

Sally Hamilton - Congrats to
FNHS winning class A ND
Basketball tournament.
Support to the FN High School
whose father passed away

All those who are serving in
the military

Jan Jones-safety and needed
services for those impacted by
severe weather across the
country and world

All of the leaders in our nation
and our world

The people of the Ukraine,
Turkey & Syria

Comfort to those who have
mental health concerns and
addictions and may need to
reach out for support services
like FirstLink-411-FIRSTLINK

 

Faith United Methodist Church | 909 19th Ave N., Fargo, ND 58102

Unsubscribe office@fargofaithumc.org

Update Profile |Constant Contact Data
Notice

Sent byoffice@fargofaithumc.orgpowered by

Try email marketing for free today!

https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
mailto:office@fargofaithumc.org
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF19_3GE
http://www.constantcontact.com/index.jsp?cc=nge&rmc=VF19_3GE

	Who's Who At Faith UMC -

