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A Quick Word About 
NASA SEES
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 A GUIDE TO INTERNSHIP TIERS

TIER ONE:
The most selective programs in 
the country, often accepting a 

single-digit percentage of 
applicants; university or 

government affiliated 

TIER THREE:
Somewhat selective; sometimes, but 

not always, affiliated directly with 
university; overly high cost

TIER FOUR

Generally accept students in grades 
9 - 12; moderately selective; 
frequently not affiliated with 

universities; often offer a good 
overview of a field / subject without 

going into great depth

TIER TWO:
More selective than any programs 

except Tier 1 programs; directly 
affiliated with university / faculty 
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Research Papers & 
Abstracts

Scientific Conferences

● Many summer programs 
encourage students to 
publish research, but 
some require a research 
abstract and poster 
presentation as a final 
product while others 
require a full research 
paper.

● Regardless of whether your 
summer program expects you to 

submit your work to a scientific 
conference, most conferences do 

not have an submission age limit 
so anyone can submit their 

research.
● However, though this is true, 

conferences generally do not 
accept research that is of low 

quality, meaning that most 
student acceptances are from 

summer programs. 
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PUBLISHING AND 
CONFERENCES
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 AGU BrightStars Program
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“What I am going to tell you about is what we 
teach our physics students in the third or fourth 
year of graduate school... It is my task to 
convince you not to turn away because you 
don't understand it. You see my physics students 
don't understand it... That is because I don't 
understand it. Nobody does.”

- Richard Feynman

THANK YOU!
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