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                                                                                                                                                                            SPRING 2024 
 

CLIFTON EDUCATION FOUNDATION NEWSLETTER 
INVESTING IN OUR COMMUNITY’S FUTURE  

 

CHS C.A.S.T. FILM FESTIVAL CELEBRATES 25 YEARS! 
 Director Ron Maxwell CHS ‘64 Attends  

 

The Clifton Education Foundation’s 25th Annual CHS C.A.S.T. Film Festival was an evening to 
remember thanks to the outstanding student short films created under the 
masterful supervision of educators Michael McCunney and Joanna Huster, 
highlighted by a special appearance from renowned Director, Producer and 
Screenwriter Ron Maxwell, CHS Class of 1964. Ron attended a pre-show Alumni 
Dinner for former C.A.S.T. students before attending the Festival to view the 
creative films students worked on diligently throughout the 
school year. He then returned to CHS the next morning to meet 
with the aspiring young filmmakers sharing his wisdom and 
insights, giving a riveting lecture followed by a Q & A session in 
which students asked thought provoking questions, gaining insight 

into the fascinating process of filmmaking and the journey to Ron’s tremendous 
success. The Festival, the original brainchild of the CEF’s late co-founder Robert 
Zschack, was an evening of family fun including music, a Photo Booth, prizes and 
snacks, much of it thanks to the generosity of Film Festival sponsors and local businesses and 
merchants. Thank you to all who attended, making the Film Festival our most successful to date! 
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Our sincere thanks to those individuals and businesses who sponsored the event! 
CJ Liguori-Agamies Gourmet Delicatessen & Caterers*, Adam Ahmad*-Terrie O’Connor 

Realtors, Alma Bank, Samantha Bassford-Travelicious Travel Agency, Samantha De Rose*, 
Carol and Nick Genchi, John James-John James Productions, Dawn McCullough-United Real 
Estate North Jersey, Mark Mecca-LivestreamMecca, Joe Milano*-Midnight DJ Productions, 
Freddie Nouri-Realtor, Alan and Karen Paris*, Joseph Siano*-JK Realty, Marcos Suarez-

United Real Estate North Jersey, Lee Van Zyl*-NJ Reiki Center, Wahizza-Clifton 
 

 
 

   
 

                   
 

 
A special thanks to those businesses and organizations who provided gift certificates or prizes 

for the 25th Anniversary CHS C.A.S.T. Film Festival celebration!  
Chandelle’s, Classified Nails, Clifton Village Pizza, Hot Bagels Abroad*, Plaza Bagels, 
Pretzel Factory Clifton, San Remo Pizzeria & Italian Restaurant, Sweet N’ Cake, 
Bakeshop/Custom Cakes, The Love of Grub*, Uno Pizzeria & Grill Clifton*, Villa Roma Pizza, 

Woodrow Wilson Middle School HSA* 
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Additional thanks to: 
 Bizub-Quinlan Funeral Home for printing tickets for the festival 

DJAnt-Anthony Feliciano for providing music 
Pretzel Factory Clifton for donating Hot Pretzels for our snack table 

Red Carpet Rentals-Juan C. Saenz for providing our Photo Booth 
Beverly Lacsina, Walnut Street Kitchen for providing dessert for the Alumni Reunion Dinner 

LivestreamMecca for livestreaming the Red Carpet 
Jude Mutebi & Anay Evans Red Carpet Hosts 

Dominick Cicero for promotional designs 
Yanira Flores-Masias for C.A.S.T. poster designs 

Jeff Horn & the CHS AV Club 
The CHS Custodial Staff 

Alex Rosenberg & Pomptonian Food Service for catering the Alumni Dinner 
Odeh Ahmad, Joan Mullin, & Luca Puzzo for assisting the CEF Trustees during the event. 

 

           
Our sincere thanks to Ron Maxwell, CHS ‘64 for traveling 
from Virginia to speak to students and lend his support, 

and Ron’s brother John Ted Maxwell CHS ‘68  
and John’s wife Judy for attending!  
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CEF FUNDS MENTAL HEALTH INITIATIVES 
THROUGHOUT THE DISTRICT 

 
School Counselors, led by Supervisors Jessica Tremble and Jennifer Bergmann, organized 
initiatives throughout district schools to provide age-appropriate mental health wellness 
programing. The CEF secured a grant from the McCutchen Foundation to help fund this critical 
need. 
 
In Their Shoes presented by Attitudes In Reverse for CHS sophomores, showcased 300 pairs of 
shoes representing NJ youth who have lost hope and ended their lives by suicide, as well as shoes 
and notes of encouragement from celebrities who have struggled with mental health issues or are 
allies to those who have. The display, meant to build understanding, empathy and kindness, and 
encourage early intervention to ultimately save lives was profound, clearly having an impact on 
students who respectfully viewed the display and interacted with the therapy dogs and presenters. 
A pledge board was available for students to sign, designed to encourage students to be kind to 
others who are struggling with mental health issues.  
 

         
        

                                  
             

                                    
(If you or someone you know is struggling or in crisis, help is available. Call or text 988 or 
chat 988lifeline.org. Text MHA to 741741 to connect with a trained Crisis Counselor from Crisis Text Line). 
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Coming Up for Air, presented by Attitudes In Reverse was presented to 
students in both CCMS and WWMS this past May. The program, led by Tricia 

Baker, a mother impacted by suicide, focuses on having honest 
conversations with students on topics such as mental health 
disorders and their statistics, stigma, and signs of suicide. 
Students received crisis hotline information cards and vital 
information addressing this sensitive topic. Staff members 
received “safe talk stickers” allowing students to identify 
adults who can provide a safe space to help guide them if they are struggling. 

The program ended with a chance for students to interact with a therapy dog and receive a 
bracelet as a reminder to be kind.  

 
 
Former school counselor, teacher and noted children’s author Julia Cook, and her cute puppies 

helped elementary school students, parents and educators learn about kindness, 
bullying and other age-appropriate mental health well-being in a fun and 
insightful manner. The award-winning author of numerous 
children’s books focusing on behavior and health brought her 
innate ability to enter the worldview of children through 
storybooks to our district in February and May. Giving 
parents and educators the “what to say” and “how to say it 
to kids”, Julia’s goal is to make a positive difference in the 
lives of children, parents and educators by teaching life-long 

problem-solving skills to kids. 

 
 

 
 
 

(If you or someone you know is struggling or in crisis, help is available. Call or text 988 or 
chat 988lifeline.org. Text MHA to 741741 to connect with a trained Crisis Counselor from Crisis Text Line). 
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CEF GRANTS ENRICH STUDENT ENGAGEMENT AND PERFORMANCE 
 
 

School 1, Recess Equipment 
Recess is a bit more fun at School 1 thanks to a CEF grant awarded to Physical Education 
teacher Alex Berberich!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
School 2, Room 10’s KinderGARDEN 

Students in Nicole Lavender’s kindergarten class and Monica 
DeVita’s K-1 class sow the seeds of inclusion, collaboration, 
learning, curiosity and friendship in their “KinderGARDEN”, funded 
by a CEF grant awarded to Ms. Lavender. Students work together 

to learn ways to become responsible 
environmental and global citizens through a 
variety of gardening activities, including creating 
personal greenhouses!  

 
 
 
School 9, STEM Night 

Fifth Grade teacher Marissa Amelio received a CEF grant to 
enhance School 9’s STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 
& Mathematics) Night. Open to all grade 3-5 students and 
their families, this unique evening partnered School 9 
students with Clifton High School’s nationally ranked robotics 

team, the Mechanical Mustangs, under the direction of Monique 
Dituri. The Superhero themed evening provided students with 
open-ended engineering opportunities using supplies funded by 
the CEF to build “Superhero Lairs” and “Protective Superhero 
Costumes”. Students used their imagination and creativity to 
build their own designs with minimal direction from parents or staff. 
 
 

School 11, Alto Xylophone 
School 11 Music teacher Dawn Bartolozzi has enriched her students’ musical education by using 
her grant to purchase a xylophone, providing hands-on experience with an instrument that 
promotes creativity and coordination. Playing the xylophone encourages teamwork and enhances 
cognitive skills through rhythmic patterns and musical notation.  
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School 11, Sensory Boards 
Teacher Courtney Sprechini used her grant to introduce 
Sensory Boards to the hallways of the school. Students 
love interacting with the board, a welcome addition to the 
school!  
 
 
 

 
School 17, Wellness Room 

Grant recipients Erin Totino and Nicole D'Aloisio created a wellness room in 
the school counselor's office at School 17. Throughout 
the year, students have utilized the items in the room 
to calm down, cheer up, shake off some extra energy, 
feel more comfortable sharing feelings, and more. The 
sequin sensory wall and mandala coloring wall have 

helped students to relax. Flexible seating aids students who need extra 
movement. Stools and a sofa provide seating in the room for running counseling groups. A 
weighted blanket has helped students in times of distress, while the motivational pillows have 
been much needed reminders for students. The vines hanging from the ceiling have created such a 
calming, welcoming ambiance in the room.  
 
WWMS, Zoo Zone: Life in the Classroom 

Grant recipient Stefanie Morales created “Zoo Zone: Life in the 
Classroom” using her CEF grant to allow her WWMS 7th grade 
Science students to care for class pets (a lizard, frog, hissing 
cockroaches, and hermit crab), as well as hatch bug babies 
(butterflies, ladybugs, and mantids). Pictured are the first of 
the mantids hatching! Students were awestruck at the marvels of 
nature right in front of them. Some recalled experiencing 

caterpillar metamorphosis in kindergarten, but appreciated a new 
perspective and asked great questions. The CEF applauds innovative 
teachers like Ms. Morales, who make their classrooms come alive 
creating an interactive environment that encourages and stimulates 
curiosity and learning! 
 

 
WWMS, NJSMA Adjudication Festival 
This May, NJSMA Region 1 Orchestra piloted its first MS/HS one day, 
director nominated festival. Students were given music in advance then 
given 4 hours to prepare a concert. Students nominated represented all 
corners of North Jersey's seven northern counties. Thanks to a CEF 
grant applied for by Effie Yuen and implemented by Justin Louie, 12 of 
our students represented the 96 students at the festival.  
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WWMS, TREP$ Club (Young Entrepreneurs in the Making) 
The TREP$ program encourages students to invent, improve, inspire or imitate a product to sell in 
the marketplace, giving young students the opportunity to understand 

what’s involved in running their own businesses and 
seeing what it takes to be successful. Club advisor 
Denise Bemke used her grant to offset the cost of 
workbooks that students needed to purchase to 
participate in the club. Over 35 students 
participated in selling a variety of items at a 

Marketplace event which took place in April during the Open House for 
incoming WWMS students. 
 
WWMS, Makerspace Club 

Thanks to full funding from the CEF, Makerspace, a place that 
provides hands-on, creative ways for students to design, 
experiment and invent with a variety of tools and technology is thriving in every 
elementary school. Continuing student enthusiasm in middle school, Makerspace Club 
advisor Laura Tacchi received a grant to engage over 40 students in the club this 

year, continuing this important STEAM initiative!  
 

The CEF at CHS! 
 

Greenhouse Revitalization   
Thanks to a CEF grant awarded to Transition Coordinator 
Lynn Tuorto, the CHS Greenhouse Revitalization Project was 
brought to fruition. Students, teachers, and volunteers have 
brought this unique space back to life and have begun 
growing radishes, green cross lettuce, and cilantro! Pictured 
are students from Ms. Monique Yarwood's class, working 
together with City Green volunteers to revitalize the CHS 
Greenhouse. The CEF grant provided funding for pots, trays, 

garden tools, lighting, and additional materials necessary for optimal growing 
in the greenhouse. City Green generously donated the soil and seeds for the 
project. Our thanks to Mrs. Tuorto, CHS teachers, students, 
paraprofessionals and City Green who worked collaboratively to brighten the 
space and contribute to a greener environment in Clifton Public Schools! 
 

Replicating Professional Ceramics  
With the funds provided by a CEF grant, CHS Art teacher Shannon Anderson was able to 
purchase an assortment of Artist Choice glazes for students to experiment with. Students were 
given guides to follow which enabled them to easily and uniquely experiment with layering colors 
in unique ways, pushing the boundaries of low fire glazed ceramic. While doing so, students were 
able to experience the trials and tribulations that professional ceramists face when using hand-
mixed glaze, such as colors turning metallic, dripping, or even changing color entirely. Students 
were thrilled with the outcome of their work, as it clearly stood out from the “school” branded 
glazes typically offered. 
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Let Our Drama Students Compete! 
CHS Drama students participated in the 2024 STANJ Theatre Competition. Working hard to 
prepare for the competition, students enjoyed rehearsing their scenes and monologues for this 
statewide theater competition. Students had an opportunity to meet other student actors from 
around the state, be adjudicated and receive feedback from judges in the theatre profession, in 
addition to participating in various workshops led by theatre professionals. A CEF grant secured 
by drama teacher Lisa Poggi helped defray the cost of admission for the students, allowing more 
the opportunity to attend.  
 
Let’s Support Our CHS Thespians! 
A CEF grant helped to lessen the cost of the membership fee for each student 
inducted into the Clifton High School International Thespian Society Troupe 
8869. This year, five new members from CHS were inducted into this prestigious 
honor society. Pictured are the five inductees and graduating seniors. 
Congratulations to those talented students who hone their craft under the 
expertise of drama teacher and grant recipient Lisa Poggi.  
 
Key Club  

Student leaders applied for and received funding for NJ Key Club’s District 
Educational Conference (DECON) as well as funding for NJ Key Club’s Key Leader 
Event. Students had an opportunity to further develop their 
leadership skills alongside students from other districts passionate 
about community service. These remarkable young leaders 
competed at the DECON event, where they unsurprisingly placed 
first in seven categories and second place in two categories. 

President Mariam Gebril, who will study at Harvard University in the Fall, received 
a $2,000 Kiwanis Children’s Fund Scholarship. President Gebril, along with Vice 
President Fahmid Aftab, Secretary Stefanie Feliciano, Treasurer Nazli Yildiz and 
Editor Crystalin Castillo all received Distinguished Officer Awards. 
These outstanding individuals are representative of the many engaged 
and socially conscience young men and women found in the halls of CHS! 
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THE CEF AT THE CLIFTON EARLY LEARNER ACADEMY 
 
CEF funding is making a difference in the lives of our littlest learners and their families. Thanks 
to an effort spearheaded by CELA-B Assistant Principal Kimberly Rothschild to spread the word 
about CEF grant availability, donor dollars have provided a variety of opportunities for faculty 
and staff to build upon the warm and nurturing environment the dedicated administration, faculty 
and staff strive to provide daily for all of our preschool students. 
 

CELA-A, Family Literacy Events 
Thanks to a grant awarded to Raquel Lima, CELA-A families 

participated in two Family Literacy Events. 
The first, in January featured the book, "The 
Caring Me I Want to Be,” a lovely story that 
teaches about kindness to young children in a 
way that can be understood using age-
appropriate vocabulary and rhyming words. 
Following the reading, the children and families discussed ways to be 
kind and then used those words to create their own painted rocks to be 

added to the CELA-A Kindness Rock Garden. The second event in April featured the book, 
"There's Only One You" celebrating individuality and diversity. Children and their families 
participated in a creative activity, designing their own special person using a variety of collage 
materials and multicultural crayons.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CELA-B, Little Free Library 
A grant awarded to CELA-B Principal Marissa Papamarkos provided a “Little Free 
Library” erected by the wonderful Clifton Maintenance Department 
this past spring. Providing easy access to books for people of all 
ages, Little Free Libraries can help bridge the gap by providing free 
books to those who might otherwise not have the opportunity to 
obtain reading materials. At left is CEF Treasurer and Charter 
Member Loretta Ahmad at the ribbon cutting ceremony attended by 
district Administration, Clifton BOE Commissioners, CEF Trustees and 

CELA-B administration, faculty, staff, students and 
families. 
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CELA-B, Sensory Room 
A CEF grant enabled Preschool Instructional Coach Connie Fasouletos to begin setting up a 
designated room to provide a safe and supportive environment for students struggling to manage 
their emotions and regulate their behavior. The materials purchased made it possible to begin to 
provide sensory integration therapy for students. Liquid floor tiles capture the student's 
attention and provide a soothing focal point. By focusing on the calming visuals, the students 
redirect their thoughts away from stressors which allows them to focus on relaxation, making 
them ideal for sensory breaks. The touch lights also serve as a tool for relaxation and sensory 
breaks. Students use them to unwind, de-stress, or refocus during times of sensory overload or 
agitation. 
 

CELA-B, Sensory Hallway 
CELA-B  preschoolers are enjoying their Sensory Hallway, thanks to a grant 
awarded to Assistant Principal Kim Rothschild. Sensory walls provide a range 
of tactile, visual, auditory and sometimes olfactory experiences that stimulate 
a child’s senses, resulting in increased motor skills and cognitive development, 

creativity and imagination. Some sensory experiences also help 
with emotional 
regulation, sensory 
integration and 
calming and focusing.   
 
 

 
 

CELA “Touch A Truck” Family Fun Day! 
The CEF was thrilled to be invited to participate as a 
community resource in the 2nd Annual CELA “Touch A Truck” 
Family Fun Day this past June, held at CELA-B on Brighton 
Road. The Clifton Early Learner Academy administration, 
faculty and staff did an amazing job providing an outstanding 

experience for their students, families and the entire Clifton Public Schools 
community. These hardworking individuals exemplify the dedication and quality of people working 
with our students. District and citywide support made it a spectacular event! 
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ALL THE WORLD’S A STAGE! 
Audiences throughout the district were treated to spectacular performances by talented CCMS, 
WWMS & CHS students as they sang, danced and dazzled with their incredible talent under the 
direction of a remarkable Fine and Performing Arts staff! Aided by the hardworking crew and 
student orchestra, every performance was a sight to behold! The CEF is always pleased to award 
grants to help defray the cost of these magnificent performances, supporting the arts in our 
schools!  

CHS “Hello, Dolly!” 
 

 

WWMS “The Addams Family” 

CCMS “Cinderella, Youth Edition” 
 
 

 

 

 
 

WWMS “Sing-Sations!” 
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CBOE Faculty and Staff Dine & Dress Down to  

Support the CEF! 
In late March, the CEF began a partnership with our donor, CJ Liguori 
and Agamies Gourmet Delicatessen and Caterers located at 62 
Market St. in Clifton to present our “Let’s Do Lunch!” and “Dine To 
Donate!” ongoing fundraisers. At no additional cost to those who 

participate, Agamies provides free delivery for a delicious lunch or catered event and donates 10% 
of their proceeds back to the CEF! Every dollar raised goes directly to fund grants in EVERY Clifton 
Public School! Our thanks to those who helped coordinate in each building, and the following schools 
who participated, some multiple times!  

School 2, School 3, School 4, School 5, Board of Education Building, School 8, School 9, School 11, 
School 12, School 13, School 14, School 15, CELA-B, School 17 Home & School Association, CCMS 

We will resume our fundraiser in the Fall and look forward to brightening everyone’s day with a 
fabulous Agamies lunch! 

 

An additional thanks to all faculty and staff who participated in our annual Dress Down Day in 
January, raising $1,650.41 to fund additional grants! 

 

A SUPPORTIVE COMMUNITY INVESTING IN OUR SCHOOLS! 
 
The CLIFTON EDUCATION FOUNDATION appreciates the generosity of business donors who invest in our 
schools and students through monetary donations or by providing gifts for our fundraisers. We are pleased 
to share the names of our most recent monetary donors (November 1, 2023-June 30, 2024), and urge you 
to thank them when patronizing each business. 
 
Agamies Gourmet Delicatessen and Caterers (CJ Liguori)*, Adam Ahmad* – Terrie O’Connor 
Realtors, Alma Bank, John James Productions (John James), JK Realty (Joseph Siano)*, 
LivestreamMecca (Mark Mecca), Midnight DJ Productions (Joe Milano)*, Fred “Freddie” Nouri-
Realtor, Travelicious Travel Agency (Samantha L. Bassford), NJ Reiki Center (Lee Van Zyl)*,  
Dawn McCullough – United Real Estate North Jersey, Marcos A. Suarez, Jr. – United Real 
Estate North Jersey, Wahizza-Clifton (Ricky Alba & Bejay Breton) 
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With gratitude to local and national foundations for their generous support. 
 
AAPI Montclair*, American Online Giving Foundation (thru Benevity)*,  
Ernst L. and Constance Richmond Foundation*  
 
Our individual donors consistently help fund the majority of classroom grants. We thank the 
following donors who have contributed from November 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024. 
 
Adam Ahmad*, Dean Ahmad*, Loretta Ahmad*, Mr. and Mrs. Edward Almeida, Elaine Arnold, Peter 
and Kathy Bakarich, Daniel and Donna Barna, Helen Brohl, Judy Navaraz Burgos*, John F. and Cathy 
A. Burke, Heather Carew, Janice and Richard Checorski*, Hitesh Chokshi, Dolores J. Choteborsky, 
Ryan Crescenzo*, Samantha Coch Cutler, Joyce Danelski, John E. Dubravsky, 
Cuc Dang and Tom Hoang, Samantha DeRose*, Carol Fazio*, Charlene Geffen*, Carol and Nick 
Genchi, Lois and Jerry Grader*, Roberta H. Holmes, Christopher Hutchason, Marie R. Imparato, 
Teresa and Roberto Jimenez, Stephen and Linda Kolakowsky*, Janet and Dennis Kolano* (Danny 
Listmeier Memorial Scholarship, Giving Tuesday and Memorial Donations In Memory of Marcin 
Bednarz, Barbara Piazza, Maria Nely Ros, Rita Haraka, Louise Marinari, and Adeline DeLotto), 
Theresa Kopec, Gurkan Kose, Valerie Kropinack*, Marguerite Ku*, Kevin Kurnath, Mary and Tom 
Lasky*, William and Antoinette Latteri, Robert and Carol Leach (In Memory of Betty Mullen and 
Adeline DeLotto), Christine Liszner, Jim Malloy* (Scholarship and Giving Tuesday),  
Denise Iananoscola Matarante, Linda Mazzola*, Eileen Monahan* (In Memory of Adeline M. 
DeLotto), Lynette Nelson, Linda Onorevole, Kim Nouhan-Puzzo*, Alan and Karen Paris*, Cheryl 
Beck Pienciak*, Luca and Kim Puzzo*, Krista Ashley Seabrook*, Beth Saccoman Slanina,  
Debbie Strychowski*, Sarah Taylor, Fran Viola, Dena Wilds*, Brooklynn Wilds, Elaine Wilds* 
 

* past supporters 
 

Please remember the Clifton Education Foundation in your memorial and holiday charitable giving. All 
donations are tax deductible and 100% of each donation goes directly into Clifton Public Schools to support 
students, teachers and the entire school community. 
 

News and Notes 
CEF Trustees are proud to acknowledge two of our own who recently received recognition. 

CEF Trustee and retired CBOE educator Thomas Mullin was honored in June by the 
Clifton Recreation Department for his longtime service to the City of Clifton. The 
playground at Washington Park adjacent to School Three will now be known as 
the Thomas Mullin Playground. 
 

Our spectacular Liaison to the Superintendent, 
Samantha DeRose, District Communications, was named 
Distinguished Employee of the Month in March for her 

outstanding contributions to Clifton Public Schools. 
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Clifton Community Band “Lollipops and Roses” Concert Fundraiser 
Many familiar faces came out in May to attend the Annual 
Lollipops and Roses Intergenerational Concert performed by 
the incomparable Clifton Community Band. The CEF is 
grateful to the Community Band, Director Robert Morgan, 
the Clifton Board of Recreation, Alan & Karen Paris, Michele 
Morgan and all of those who gave of their time and talent 
to make this fundraiser a success. Proceeds from the event 
benefit the Clifton Education Foundation and the Clifton 

                     Community Band General Fund.  
 

Annual Citywide Garage Sale Helps Fund Superintendent’s Dinner 
Once again, CEF Trustees participated in the Citywide Garage Sale to raise money for the CEF. 
Thanks to all who braved the extreme heat to stop by and purchase our array of treasures! 

 
Trustee Officers were honored to attend the Superintendent’s “Governor’s 
Educator of the Year” Dinner honoring Teachers, Educational Professionals 
and Paraprofessionals recognized for their outstanding contributions to our 
students and school community. The CEF funded this event using non-donor 
dollars raised through our annual garage sale and other individual trustees 

efforts, to show our support for the men and women who represent the incomparable faculty and 
staff that are the heart of Clifton Public Schools! 
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DANIEL LISTMEIER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
The Daniel Listmeier Memorial Scholarship, available to two students in 
the ASPIRE program, honors the former school custodian’s commitment to 
the students the program serves. The scholarships, established and funded 
by his parents Lani and Jerry Pollastro as well as generous donors, honor 
Danny’s kind and generous spirit and the profound legacy he left behind. 
 
At the CHS Awards Ceremony on June 11th, scholarships were awarded to two outstanding seniors 
who will pursue higher education, fulfilling Danny’s wish to see the students in the ASPIRE program 
succeed and thrive. Diana Villagas plans to attend American Institute to study Nursing and 
Ultrasound Technology. Kevin Alcantara plans to attend Bergen Community College in pursuit of a 
Bachelor’s Degree. We congratulate Diana and Kevin, whose selection speaks of their hard work 
and good character, and thank all who continue to keep Danny’s spirit alive in Clifton Public Schools! 
Those wishing to contribute to the scholarships may do so by sending a check payable to Clifton 
Education Foundation, P. O. Box 2071, Clifton, NJ 07015. Please note that you wish for your 
donation to support the scholarship. All donations are tax deductible. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

“Endless Summer” 
Fundraiser for former and retired Clifton Public Schools Faculty and Staff! 

Teachers, Administrators, Support Staff, Paras, Custodians, Maintenance, Secretaries 
Join us for an afternoon of reconnecting and friendship! 

Shannon Rose 
Wednesday, September 25, 2024 

$35 per person/Cash Bar 
Happy Hour Style Buffet 

Plenty of seating 
 

The Clifton Education Foundation, Inc., formed in 1998, is a nonprofit, tax-exempt community organization, independent 
of the Clifton Board of Education. Our purpose is to further the Clifton Public Schools’ educational goals through the 
funding of creative programs and special projects that cannot be supported through the regular annual school budget. 
Through the generous donations of our contributors, we can all ensure a Better Tomorrow for Our Children. 

Clifton Education Foundation, P.O. Box 2071 Clifton, NJ 07015 
cliftonef1998@gmail.com 

Co-Founders: Marie L. Hakim, Bob Zschack 
Board of Trustees: Janet Kolano President, Carol Leach Vice President, Loretta Ahmad Treasurer   

Patricia Roennau Secretary, Kim Nouhan-Puzzo Communications Director 
Kelly Barros, Karin Christiaens, Thomas Mullin, Ernest J. Scheidemann, Maryann Stagen 

Advisory Members: Danny Robertozzi, Ed.D. Superintendent of Schools  
Samantha DeRose Liaison to Superintendent 

https://cliftoneducationfoundation.org 

Follow @cliftoneducationfoundation on Instagram & Facebook 

KNP 7/24 
 


