REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 15, 2022
BOROUGH COUNCIL CHAMBERS
MINUTES

THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE GLASSPORT BOROUGH COUNCIL WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY ELAINA SKIBA, PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL.

Pledge of Allegiance

ROLL CALL:  Colecchi, present; Handra, present; Hickman, present; Kowalski, present; Norelli, present; Trunzo, absent; Skiba, present; Chazdine Harmon, Jr. Council, present; Mayor DiMarco, present.

PUBLIC COMMENTS (Agenda Items Only) – No Comments

We received information today from the Engineers regarding advertising Contract No. 2021-05, Broadway Public Steps Improvement Project.  Since this was received after the agenda was published, I will need a motion to add this to tonight’s agenda.
Motion to add a motion under New Business for the Advertising of the Broadway Public Steps Improvement Project – Contract No. 2021-05.
Motion:  Kowalski seconded by Hickman
Motion Carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Motion to approve the Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, January 18, 2021.
Motion:  Kowalski seconded by Norelli
Motion Carried.

Motion to approve the Safety Committee Minutes of Thursday, January 27, 2022.
Motion:  Colecchi seconded by Handra
Motion Carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Fire Department/Senior Citizens Center – Paul Trunzo, Council/Chair-absent – Report read by Elaina Skiba, President of Council

The Senior Center is reopening March 1 on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 8:30 am-1:30/2pm.
The Tax Preparation Service is no longer available to prepare Seniors taxes.  The preparer has taken ill.  Seniors can reach out to Representative Nick Pisciottano’s office and they will set you up with an appointment.

Delinquent Taxes/Sewage and Administration – Angelo Norelli, Council/Chair

Total Delinquent Borough Real Estate Collected for January, 2022 - $   9,143.68
Total Delinquent Borough Real Estate Collected December, 2021 -  $ 12,035.96
Total Collected Year to Date…………………………………………………………..$ 21,179.64
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Total Delinquent Sewage Collected for January, 2022……………………$    1,196.61
Penalty and Interest Collected for January…………………………………….$     2,978.35
Total Collections to date………………………………………………………………..$     4,174.96

Motion to lease a Sharp Copy Machine for 60 months at a cost of $134.00 per month from Precision Copy Products.
Motion:  Colecchi seconded by Handra
Motion Carried.

We are trying to get some help for our residents to pay their sewage bills through the LIHWAP program.
You can get your application at the Borough Building or go online.

Total calls to the office for the Month of January, 2022 (Includes collapsed sewer grates, garbage, snow removal requests, backups in basements, water issues, etc.) – 20

We have been disposing of old records in accordance with the records retention manual of the Commonwealth of PA.  We are making room for more current records.

Reality Tour, Crime Watch, Parks & Recreation, GDC – Dave Kowalski, Council/Chair

There has been some concern that Crime Watch needs to be brought back up and put into use.  I am planning a meeting sometime in March.  This will be posted on all the bulletin boards.  We will be accepting donations to help with the making of signs and new flyers.

GDC events coming up are:
Night at the Races with the Fire Department will be held on Saturday, April 23, 2022 at Club 22 Banquet Hall.

Three Concerts on the Honor Roll starting in June with dates to be posted on all billboards.

Community Day is Saturday, August 13, with two bands that day and more info to come when total plans are complete.  This will be posted on all billboards.

Car Show is Saturday, September 10, 2022.  All information for these events will be on Facebook and Savvy Citizen.


Communications – Kate Handra, Council/Chair – Parks & Recreation, Co-Chair/Census Committee

Food Truck Friday will be the last Friday of each month.  Currently updating the Borough Website.

Public Works – Street and Sewage Departments – Dennis Hickman, Chair/Council
Read the Public Works Report for the Month of January, 2022 
Street Department has done a good job and got a card of appreciation for them.
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Motion to hire Bradford Croyts as a Public Works employee.  The hourly rate will be $20.89.  His start date will be March 15, 2022.
Motion:  Norelli seconded by Hickman
Motion Carried.

The Sewage Treatment Plant Roof Replacement Bid was advertised on Friday, January 21, and the bids were opened at the Glassport Borough Municipal Building on Monday, February 14, 2022 at 11:00 a.m.  A letter was received from KLH Engineers recommending the low bid of Ramp Construction, Inc., with a total bid amount of $118,000.00.  They have provided a bid bond in the amount of 10% of the amount of the bid from a Surety Company.  The bids were reviewed and is accurate and complete.  We will need a motion to accept this bid.
Motion:  Kowalski seconded by Handra
Motion Carried.

Detroit Avenue Landslide Repair Project – Bid Opening will be on Tuesday, February 22, 2022 @ 11:00 a.m., at the Glassport Borough Municipal Building.  This was advertised on Wednesday, February 2, 2022 in the Mon Valley Independent.

Total Sewage Receipts for the Month of January, 2022………………………………………………………$59,458.87
Total Sewage Expenses for the Month of January, 2022…………………………………………………….$48,813.00

Municipal Buildings/Properties – Elaina Skiba, President of Council/Chair

No Report

Police Committee, Safety Committee/Building Inspector – Anthony Colecchi, Vice President/Chair

The last Safety Meeting was held on January 27, 2022 and wintry weather topics were discussed.
The next Safety Meeting will be held on February 15, 2022 at 2:00 p.m. in the Borough Council Chambers.

A copy of the Building Inspector report for January, 2022 is available upon request.

Chazdine Harmon – Jr. Council Report/South Allegheny High School

The boys’ basketball team has once again made the play offs.  The first game will be played on Monday, February 21 at 7:00 PM at home against Brentwood.
Gabi Jacson, Dan Cooke, and MacKenzie Morgan represented South Allegheny Band at PMEA District Band.
Dan Cooke and Mackenzie Morgan then advanced to Region Band which will be held in March at Mt. Lebanon.
Jeremy Klacik and Dan Cooke were chosen to participate in the PEMA Honors Jazz Band at Seton Hill University!
Finally, SA Senior Dan Cooke was selected for PMEA All-State Band.  Dan is one of 13 trombone students from the entire state chosen to participate in this extremely selective and competitive group.  This is the 

4

first time in 17 years that South Allegheny has had a student selected to perform with the All-State Concert Band.  The concert will be held at the Kalahari Resort in the Poconos in April.

Mayor Keith DiMarco                   Police Committee/Census Committee Chair

The following will be a breakdown of the police activity for the Month of January, 2022:

The Department had 978 calls for service.
20 non-Traffic citations issued for issues such as Disorderly conduct, Public Intox, Retail theft and etc.
2 Borough Ordinance citations issued.
62 Traffic citations issued.
34 Criminal arrests.
Total miles patrolled for the month is 5,003.
All necessary vehicle service was conducted on the patrol units and documents are on file to be viewed upon.

WRITTEN REPORTS OF BOROUGH OFFICIALS:

Tax Collector–Jennifer Bell–Report Available Upon Request–Total Collections for January, $15,076.28

Treasurer-Rosanna DiMarco – Report Available Upon Request

Financial Report – Elaina Skiba, President of Council-Deed Transfers January, 2022-No report

Motion to approve the Monthly Financial Report for January, 2022.
Motion:  Norelli seconded by Handra
Motion Carried.

Motion to approve and pay General Fund bills for January, 2022 in the amount of $31,212.08.
Motion:  Kowalski seconded by Colecchi.
Motion Carried.

Motion to approve and pay Sewer Revenue Fund bills for January, 2022 in the amount of $48,813.00.
Motion:  Hickman seconded by Colecchi
Motion Carried.

Solicitor’s Report – Pete Halesey, Esquire- (Maiello, Brungo and Maiello, LLC)

Resolution No. 1 – (2/15/2022) – Disposal of Older Certain Records (23 Series)
Motion:  Handra seconded by Norelli
Motion Carried.

Ordinance No. 1210 – Neighborhood Blight Reclamation and Revitalization Act
Motion:  Hickman seconded by Handra
Motion Carried.
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Ordinance No. 1211 – Abatement of Nuisances
Motion:  Hickman seconded by Handra
Motion Carried.


Motion to advertise Ordinance No. 1212 which restricts truck traffic on certain streets.
Motion:  Kowalski seconded by Norelli
Motion Carried.


NEW BUSINESS:

Motion added to advertise the Broadway Public Steps Improvement Project – Contract No. 2021-05.  Proposals will be opened on March 14, 2022.
Motion:  Handra seconded by Colecchi
Motion Carried.

Motion to advertise for Demolition bids for the grant that we received for $99,500 from DCED.
Motion:  Colecchi seconded by Kowalski
Motion Carried.

The Delinquent Borough Real Estate List for 2021 was submitted by Jennifer Bell, Tax Collector, which will be turned over to MBM Collections.  Total Tax Outstanding at face is $275,465.15.

A copy of a letter sent by the Allegheny County Health Department regarding the Royal Oak Recycling Facility – First Quarter Inspection Report.  A copy of the report is available upon request.

The Borough Offices will be closed on President’s Day, Monday, February 21, 2022.

That concludes the regular business for the meeting.

Called upon Ron Benoit for his recognition and years of service to the Borough.  A Proclamation was read by Mayor DiMarco and presented to Ron.

Proclamations were also presented to Ron Benoit from Senator Jim Brewster and Representative Nick Pisciottano from the Senate and House of Representatives.

Remarks:  

Dave Kowalski, Council, said he would like to thank Ron for being the liaison thirteen years ago with Crime Watch.  We are going to need someone from the police department to replace you so this goes out to the police department and Chief DeVerse, we are looking for an officer to replace Ron for the start up of the new Crime Watch.

Presentation of grant funding for Glassport by State Representative Nick Pisciottano and State Senator Jim Brewster as follows:
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$300,000 – Delaware Avenue Reconstruction (Senator Brewster was instrumental in securing)
$125,000 – ATV Off Road Vehicle Park
$  50,000 – ATV Off Road Vehicle Park
$  99,500 - Demolitions


Dave Kowalski, Council said back in March, 2019 we started meeting regarding the Off-Road Vehicle Park.  We had Senator Brewster’s office and at the time Representative Bill Kortz, our engineers and GDC discussing this idea.  We are happy to say that we are moving forward with this project at the Patterson Property.  We would not be able to do this without the support of our Representative Nick Pisciottano and State Senator Jim Brewster.  Their support will make this project a success.

Senator Brewster said these grants are very competitive and we always go towards communities that work together and can get the applications put together.

Representative Nick Pisciottano said Glassport officials have been very clear about what they wanted to do in Glassport and the help that they needed.

Elaina Skiba, President of Council, said the engineers have done a rough draft of what the trails are going to look like so everyone can take a look at this.


PUBLIC CONCERNS OR REQUESTS:

Motion to adjourn the meeting until the call of the chair.
Motion:  Colecchi seconded by Norelli
Motion Carried.

Submitted by:                                                                        Approved by:

Nancy Piazza-Whaby                                                             Elaina Skiba
Borough Secretary                                                                 President of Council


DATED:  March 2, 2022


















 
