REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
TUESDAY, JUNE 15, 2021
BOROUGH COUNCIL CHAMBERS
MINUTES

PRIOR TO THE MEETING A PROCLAMATION WAS PRESENTED TO GABE PEDICONI, JR., FOR HIS FATHER WHICH WAS READ BY MAYOR KEITH DIMARCO.  THERE WERE FIREMEN, POLICE OFFICERS, AND RESIDENTS THAT GATHERED FOR THIS PRESENTATION.

Pledge of Allegiance

ROLL CALL:  Colecchi, present; Handra, absent; Hickman, present; Kowalski, present; Norelli, present; Trunzo, present; Skiba, present; Mayor DiMarco, present.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: (Agenda Items Only – Action Items Only)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Motion to approve the Public Hearing Demolition Minutes of Tuesday, April 13, 2021 (Act 152).
Motion:  Trunzo seconded by Colecchi
Motion Carried.

Motion to approve the Meeting Minutes between Council and the 514 Club.
Motion:  Norelli seconded by Colecchi
Motion Carried.

Motion to approve the Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, May 11, 2021.
Motion:  Kowalski seconded by Hickman
Motion Carried.

Motion to approve the Safety Committee Minutes of Thursday, May 27, 2021.
Motion:  Colecchi seconded by Norelli
Motion Carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Fire Department/Senior Citizens Center – Paul Trunzo, Council/Chair

Total of 42 calls for the Month of May and 205 for the year.  Members have a total of 110-man hours of training for the month.  Four firefighters took their PA Dept. of Health Special Vehicle Rescue class and tests and are awaiting their results.  The annual fair and parade will be held on July 17th from noon to midnight with the parade starting at 5.
Motion to close street Saturday, July 17 to shut down the 500 block of Allegheny and from 2nd to 7th on Monongahela Avenue for parade.
Motion:  Trunzo seconded by Hickman
Motion Carried.
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Delinquent Taxes/Sewage and Administration – Angelo Norelli, Vice President/Chair

Delinquent Taxes collected for the Month of May, 2021………………………………………….$22,339.16
Delinquent Taxes collected for the Month of April, 2021…………………………………………$29,381.92
Delinquent Taxes collected for the Month of March, 2021………………………………………$51,530.85
Delinquent Taxes collected for the Month of February, 2021………………………………….$22,307.84
Delinquent Taxes collected for the Month of January, 2021……………………………………$12,860.52
Delinquent Taxes collected in December but deposited in January, 2021………………..$ 4,315.63
Total monies deposited to date for delinquent taxes……………………………………………$142,735.92

Submitting an Equitable 457 plan to the Borough Employees to see if they are interested in participating.

Breakdown of Delinquent Sewage and Delinquent Fees

Total Collections for May, 2021……………………………………………………………………$  23,063.86
Year to Date Collections for Sewage…………………………………………………………….$  79,383.95

Reality Tour, Crime Watch, Parks & Recreation, GDC – Dave Kowalski, Council/Chair

We will have kick ball signups – Benches have to be painted because of the graphiti
Baseball was down there today and graphiti is gone – power washed
GDC looking for donations for the ATV Park.
Also, there is a person looking to put a bakery in town.
Community Days will be from 10 am to 10 pm.  There will be games, crafters, bingo, corn hole, acoustical band from 7 pm to 10 pm.

Communications – Kate Handra, Chair/Council   Parks & Recreation, Co-Chair   Census/Committee

No Report

Public Works – Street and Sewage Departments – Dennis Hickman, Council/Chair

Motion to put out the bid for a roof at the Sewage Treatment Plant.  This is being advertised in the Valley Mirror under the Legal Ad section for Thursday, June 17 and Thursday, June 24.
Motion:  Kowalski seconded by Norelli
Motion Carried.

Street Department Report for the Month of May, 2021 was read.

Municipal Building/Properties – Elaina Skiba, President of Council/Chair

Summer Lunch Program will take place in the Queen of the Rosary Parking Lot.  This is in the church bulletin.
Submitted grant to the state for the Off-Road Vehicle Park in the amount of $249,987.47.  We need a grocery store.  If we were to get this off-road grant, we would have someone to commit to a grocery store.   
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Angelo Norelli, Councilman, commented that a letter was sent to Keystone Collections for the termination of the Per Capita Tax Collection.
Motion:  Hickman seconded by Norelli
To terminate the Per Capita Tax Contract with Keystone Collections.
Motion Carried.

Police Committee, Safety Committee/Building Inspector – Anthony Colecchi, Council/Chair

The next Safety Committee Meeting will be held on Thursday, June 24 2021 @ 2:00 p.m.
Certification Renewal of Workplace Safety Committee has been submitted and approved.
Ray Adams had no problems during the safety inspection.

Mayor Keith DiMarco                       Police Committee                    Census Committee Chair

Read the Police Report for the Month of May, 2021  -  Total Calls 944
The Bulletproof Vest Grant was applied for.

WRITTEN REPORT OF BOROUGH OFFICIALS:

Tax Collector Jennifer Bell – Report Available Upon Request – Total Collections for May-$355,412.97

Treasurer – Rosanna DiMarco – Report Available Upon Request

Financial Report – Elaina Skiba, President of Council-Deed Transfers May-$2,784.06 (9 properties, 1 Family transfer)

Motion to approve the Monthly Financial Report for May, 2021.  
Motion:  Norelli seconded by Kowalski
Motion Carried.

Motion to approve and pay General Fund bills for May, 2021 in the amount of $149,043.11.
Motion:  Trunzo seconded by Colecchi
Motion Carried.

Motion to approve and pay Sewer Revenue Fund bills for May, 2021 in the amount of $79,378.05.
Motion:  Kowalski seconded by Norelli
Motion Carried.

Solicitor’s Report – Falco Muscante (Maiello, Brungo and Maiello, LLC)

Resolution No. 1 (6/15/2021) – Authorizing Disposal of Public Records (16th Edition)
Motion:  Hickman seconded by Kowalski
Motion Carried.
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Resolution No. 2 (6/15/2021) – Patterson Off Road Vehicle Park Project
Motion:  Trunzo seconded by Kowalski
Motion Carried.

Resolution No. 3 (6/15/2021) – Community Financial Health Assessment
Motion:  Kowalski seconded by Norelli
Motion Carried.

COMMUNICATIONS:  Elaina Skiba, President of Council

The Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County has sent a notice to challenge the condemnation of the property of Harry P. Case and Stella Case located at 717 Delaware Avenue Block and Lot No. 558-H-9.  This pertains to the sale of property under the Vacant Property Program.

The Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County has sent a notice to challenge the condemnation of the property of Mary T. McNeil located at 705 Vermont Avenue Block and Lot No. 558-C-379.  This pertains to the sale of property under the Vacant Property Program.

Allegheny County Sheriff’s Office – Sheriff Sale Tax Claim Form
439 Monongahela Avenue – 467-P-72 – Total Taxes Owed are $25,834.73-Original Sale Date 6/7/2021.

Notice of Sheriff’s Sale of Real Estate – 628 Indiana Avenue – Block & Lot 558-C-185 which will be held on July 6, 2021 at 9:00 a.m.  Total judgment amount is $9,600.26.

Received State Police Fines in the amount of $829.05 that were paid to the Borough on June 1, 2021.

A letter was sent to the US Army Corps of Engineers, Benjamin Sakmar, terminating the agreement that the Borough had with them.

The Borough of Glassport has received four checks from the United States Steel Corporation Community Benefit Trust as follows:
1.  $49,839.90 – Purchase of Police Vehicle
2. $20,600.00 – Ninth Street Park Development
3. $  9,715.20 -  AEDs for Borough Facilities
4. $44,967.74 – Self-Contained Breathing Apparatus
Total -$125,122.84 – Deposited into the Community Benefit Trust Account on 5/24/2021

All of the properties that remained on the demolition list were posted by Steve Volpe.  One posting was for “No contact by Owner” and the other was “Contacted by Owner”.  The properties that were
on the list that are being sold were given an Affidavit to be given to the new owner and have notarized that they assume full responsibility of the property and are to submit a time frame with dates for each item to be completed and work with Steve Volpe to make sure they are completed.
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We have received the fire escrow checks as follows:

615 Michigan Avenue -              $      991.35 for delinquent Borough Real Estate submitted to MBM
Speanhart Contracting LLC        $24,834.24 for the fire loss and will hold until all repairs are made.

731 Michigan Avenue -              $27,789.00 for the fire loss and will hold until property is demolished.
Alexin Investments LLC


NEW BUSINESS:

A motion was made at the May Regular Monthly Meeting to award the GEDF paving Contract for Indiana Avenue to Mele & Mele & Sons, Inc. for $94,349.40 as the low bidder.  This motion should be corrected to approve the Road Reconstruction Projects of 500 block of Delaware, 500 block of Spruce Alley, Naomi Avenue Extension, Arch Street and Washington Boulevard Extension.  Need motion for this correction.

Motion:  Hickman seconded by Norelli
Motion Carried.

The Borough Audit for 2020 has been completed by Mark C. Turnley and firm.  All of Council has received a copy of this audit.  An Exit Conference was conducted by phone with Kim Turnley, CPA, Angelo Norelli and Nancy Piazza-Whaby.  During that conference Kim Turnley noted that she would provide the journal entries that needed to be reclassified from one entry to another.  The Borough’s financial statements for 2020 had no significant difficulties.  Need Motion to accept the audit and pay the auditors for their services.

Motion:  Norelli seconded by Hickman
Motion Carried.

A request for a donation has been received from St. Joachim & Anne Parish which will be put towards their Community Festival on August 5, 6 and 7.  Motion to make a donation of $150.00.

Motion:  Colecchi seconded by Kowalski
Motion Carried.

Approve Pay Request No. 1 from Independent Enterprises Inc., for CD 46-7.6 Indiana Ave. Road Reconstruction in the amount of $125,304.00.  Need Motion.

Motion:  Trunzo seconded by Norelli
Motion Carried.
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Approve Pay Request No. 1 from Independent Enterprises for work done on Lemon Alley in the amount of $8,500.00.  Need Motion.

Motion:  Hickman seconded by Kowalski
Motion Carried.

Approve Change Order No. 1 from Independent Enterprises for CD 45-3.12.14 CSO Regulator Improvement in the amount of $27,460.51 for overages related to CSX delays.

Motion:  Norelli seconded by Hickman
Motion Carried.

Approve Change Order No. 2 from Independent Enterprises for CD 45-3.12.14 CSO Regulator Improvement in the amount of $7,825 for unit quantity adjustments per installed amounts.

Motion:  Colecchi seconded by Hickman
Motion Carried.

Approve Pay Request No. 1 from Independent Enterprises for CD 45-3.12.14 CSO Regulator Improvement in the amount of $252,535.51 for completion of all work related to this project.

Motion:  Hickman seconded by Colecchi
Motion Carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Tom Jaskolski thanked Council for the correction of the spelling on his dad and Uncle’s name in the Honor Roll.

Elaina Skiba, President of Council, remarked that the 500 block of Spruce had been put out for a grant.  We did get that awarded to Mele & Mele Construction and we made a motion this evening for a retraction from the last meeting.  That price was $94,000 and we did get the recommendation from the Engineer to accept the bid so that contractor will be notified to proceed.

Tom Jaskolski asked about ADA ramps for sidewalks and curbs in the Borough.  

Joe Schilacci – 4 points to bring up
1.  Next Year – 120 years for the incorporation of Glassport
2. Commented on the tearing down of the stadium and the history that was up there with the Sports Memorial.
3. Relocation of the Sports Memorial to the Honor Roll/Borough Building area.  Reconstruct and do away with the plaques.
4. Historical Sports Museum because we have a lot of history.

Elaina Skiba, President of Council, said we will look into this.  We might be able to get some funding for this from the Community Benefit Trust.  This is something for the community.

7

Kathy Boor – Commented on the Off-Road Vehicle Park and asked some questions.
Have the police and the fire department monitor this please.

Elaina Skiba, President of Council, said there are grants secured to get an Off-Road Vehicle Park there.  

Kathy Boor – Commented on Three Rivers Marina – Dust on her window sill and asked who gave them the right-of-way?  Everything is black and filthy in my house.

The solicitor said that area is zoned Industrial and they have the right to be there.

Dave Kowalski, Council, said they had approval from DEP.

Dennis Hickman, Council said they are now going to water the trucks all the way up to the road.

Kathy Boor asked how many ½ way houses to we have in town?

The solicitor said they are only permitted in certain zones in town.

Meeting was adjourned to the call of the chair.

Motion:  Trunzo seconded by Colecchi
Motion Carried.

Submitted by:                                                                                   Approved by:

Nancy Piazza-Whaby                                                                      Elaina Skiba
Borough Secretary                                                                          President of Council

Date:  July 9, 2021


