REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
TUESDAY, MARCH 16, 2021
BOROUGH COUNCIL CHAMBERS
7:00 PM
MINUTES

THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE GLASSPORT BOROUGH COUNCIL WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY ELAINA SKIBA, PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL.

Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL:  Colecchi, present; Hickman, present; Handra, present; Kowalski, present; Norelli, present; Trunzo, present; Skiba, present; Cassidy Burke, present; Mayor DiMarco, present

Kasey Kennedy and Shawn Kennedy were present at 6:45 p.m. to talk about a Zoning Issue.  Request a Zoning Hearing for 635 Monongahela Avenue for a variance.  Have Steve Volpe go up and obtain a Building Permit and an Occupancy Inspection.  Contact him at the Office.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: (Agenda Items Only – Action Items Only)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Motion to approve the Regular Monthly Minutes of Tuesday, February 16, 2021.
Motion:  Norelli seconded by Hickman
Motion Carried.

Motion to approve the Safety Committee Minutes of February 25, 2021.
Motion:  Colecchi seconded by Norelli.
Motion Carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Fire Department/Senior Citizens Center – Paul Trunzo, Council/Chair

As soon as we get the guidelines from CDC we will know where we are at with the Senior Center.

Citizen’s Hose Company #1 February, 2021 Report
Total of 32 calls for the Month of February and 84 for the year.
Always remember to check and change your batteries in your smoke and CO detectors with daylight savings time.

Delinquent Taxes/Sewage and Administration – Angelo Norelli, Vice President/Chair

Delinquent Boro RE Taxes Collected for the Month of February, 2021………………………….$22,307.84
Total monies deposited for January, February and March, 2021……………………………………$39,483.99
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Marcie from MBM Collections said quite a few people have been paying their delinquent real estate due to the stimulus checks they received.

86 Complaints came into the office from 2/10 to March 16, 2021 consisting of garbage, fireworks, speeding, fire loss renovations, handicap signs, etc.
36 were Right-to-Know Law Requests for Identity Theft.

The Borough Auditors have begun the audit and they will be coming into the office March 18 and 19 for their initial visit and to gather some additional information.

We will start taking applications for the Military Banner Program in April, 2021.  If you would like to order an additional small banner for your yard the cost is $10.00.

The Borough has been designated as a 2021 Banner Community by Allegheny County and the Allegheny
League of Municipalities.  This article has been placed in the Valley Mirror with our recognition.

Breakdown of Delinquent Sewage and Delinquent Fees:
Month of February, 2021    Delinquent Sewage    Penalty and Interest    Total Collections    YTD
                                                      $3,047.51                        $4,859.78                   $7,907.29          $13,001.27

Reality Tour, Crime Watch, Parks & Recreation, GDC-David Kowalski, Council/Chair

There will be a Town Meeting held by the Glassport Development Corporation on Monday, April 12, 2021, at 6:00 p.m., at the Glassport American Legion Post 443, 417 Monongahela Avenue, to discuss the ATV Park being located on the Patterson Property.  No meetings are scheduled with the Reality Tour.  The GDC has new officers – The new President is Anthony Colecchi and the Vice President is Mark Kapsha with the Secretary/Treasurer as Leslie Craine.  Meeting concerning the 9th Street Park Playground/where the Swimming Pool was.

Communications – Kate Handra, Chair/Council    Parks & Recreation Co-Chair       Census/Committee
Dotgov website will be effective Friday.  GO Daddy will not do it.  

Public Works – Street and Sewage Departments – Dennis Hickman, Council/Chair

The Street Department Report was read for the Month of February, 2021 

We will send the Public Works Foreman down to open up the Ninth Street Ballfield.  The gas company will be in town for the next few years working in Oak Alley.  Once the gas company is done Lindy Paving will be paving the whole entire Iowa Avenue.  

Municipal Buildings and Properties – Elaina Skiba, President of Council/Chair

To have a new phone system installed in the Borough offices for $3,900 by David Davis Communications.
Motion:  Handra seconded by Trunzo
Motion Carried.
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To advertise the Borough Road Reconstruction Project under the legal ad section of the Post-Gazette.
This will include Spruce Alley, Naomi, Arch, Liberty, High Streets.
Motion:  Hickman seconded by Kowalski
Motion Carried.

To sponsor a Golf Outing in the amount of $400 for a Silver Sponsorship.
Motion:  Kowalski seconded by Norelli
Motion Carried.

A letter from KLH Engineers, Inc., that sealed bids were opened regarding the Indiana Avenue Street Reconstruction.  The low bidder was Independent Enterprises, Inc., with a bid amount of $144,930.00.  A bid bond was provided for 10% of the amount of the bid.  KLH Engineers recommends that Contract No. CD46-7.3, Indiana Avenue Street Reconstruction be awarded to Independent Enterprises.
Motion:  Handra seconded by Colecchi
To accept this bid and to pay the local share over $125,000 out of the Borough Project Fund and for KLH Engineers to oversee this project.  
Motion Carried.

To submit the next round of projects to the Community Benefit Trust for AED’s, a new Police Car, Nozzles, DCNR 9th Street Park Project in the total amount of $124,522.84.
Motion:  Handra seconded by Kowalski
Motion Carried.

The Great American Clean Up will be held on Saturday, April 24 and to submit for 3 dumpsters to Waste Management to be placed on Allegheny Avenue across from the firehall.

Police Committee, Safety Committee/Bldg. Inspector-Anthony Colecchi, Council/Chair

The last Safety Meeting was held on Thursday, February 25, 2021.

The next Safety Committee Meeting will be held on Thursday, March 25, 2021 @ 2:00 p.m.
The Mayor will read the police report.  Contact the police department for a police report if you have been hacked.  We met in regards to the DCNR & Harrison Street P2C2 Grant.  A letter will be sent to the surrounding communities in regards to the Patterson Off Road Track Town Meeting at the American Legion.  


Mayor Keith DiMarco                       Police Committee                           Census Committee Chair
Police Report for the Month of February, 2021 – Available Upon Request

1) Received restitution on 2 cases for a total of $66.66.
2) Received donation from Citizens Hose for ballistic vest for a new officer
3) Received donation from American Legion for ballistic vest for a new officer
In the amount of $891.00.  Mayor DiMarco thanked the American Legion for the donation.

The following Tasks were completed for the Accreditation:
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1)  Proofs of compliance for accreditation period March 2020 to March 2021 were completed.
2) Installation of cable locks and securing of safes in evidence completed
3) Install Sharp’s container
4) Armory completed
5) Station cleaned

The Accreditation Assessment Team reviewed the department and issued a report.  The report is included.  

Thank you to the Police Department and Borough Council.

To accept the resignation of Marla Matis from the Police Department.
Motion:  Handra seconded by Hickman
Motion Carried.


WRITTEN REPORTS OF BOROUGH OFFICIALS:

Tax Collector – Jennifer Bell – Report Available Upon Request-Collection for February-$2,500.00

Treasurer – Rosanna DiMarco – Report Available Upon Request

Financial Report – Elaina Skiba, President of Council Deed Transfers February-$1,648.36 (8 Sales, 1 refinance and 1 family transfer.

Motion to approve the Monthly Financial Report for February, 2021.
Motion:  Colecchi seconded by Norelli
Motion Carried.

Motion to approve and pay General Fund bills for February, 2021 in the amount of $190,039.77.
Motion:  Trunzo seconded by Colecchi
Motion Carried.

Motion to approve and pay Sewer Revenue Fund bills for February in the amount of $122,313.37.
Motion:  Kowalski seconded by Hickman.
Motion Carried.

Solicitor’s Report – Falco Muscante (Maiello Brungo, and Maiello LLC)

Ordinance No. 1202 – amending Section 18-108 of Part 1 of Chapter 18 for the Sewer Rental Charges for all customers of the sewer system operated by the Borough of Glassport providing for a charge of ten dollars ($10.00) for the first one thousand (1,000 gallons or portion thereof), and an additional $1.00 for each 100 gallons or portion thereof and providing for an effective date to begin February 25 to March 25, 2021.  These bills will be mailed out on April 1, 2021.
Motion:  Hickman seconded by Norelli
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To approve Ordinance No. 1202 in regards to the Sewer Rental Charges for all customers of the sewer system.
Motion Carried.

Resolution No. 2 (2-16-2021) Vacant Property Application for 406 Erie Avenue – Lot and Block No. 467-L-072 carried over from the February Meeting and Council has decided to approve this request.
Motion:  Colecchi seconded by Trunzo
Motion Carried.

Resolution No. 1 (3-16-2021) – Disposal of Certain Records in the Borough (Series of 12)
Motion:  Handra seconded by Trunzo
Motion Carried.

Resolution No. 2 (3/16/2021) – Establishing a schedule of fees for the termination and restoration of water services as provided by an agreement with the Pennsylvania American Water Company that the Borough will match the new fees.
Motion:  Norelli seconded by Hickman
Motion Carried.

Resolution No. 3 (3/16/2021) – New Agreement with PAWC adopting a change to the Schedule of Fees and include the new fees for water shut off and restoration.
Motion:  Norelli seconded by Trunzo
Motion Carried.

Need a motion to advertise the proposed Ordinance No. 1203 which would set up the fees for food truck operations.
Motion:  Colecchi seconded by Hickman
Motion Carried.

All in favor except Kate Handra (opposed).


COMMMUNICATIONS:  Elaina Skiba, President of Council

The application for Household Hazardous Waste Collection Program in the Borough of Glassport was submitted to Waste Management for submission.  The Door-to-Door Household Hazardous Waste Collection information is posted on the Borough Website as well as the sign in the Honor Roll.  This program is offered to all Borough residents on an on-call basis.

The payment for Liquid Fuels was paid to the Borough’s Commonwealth of PA-INVEST Treasury Department Account on March 1, 2021 in the amount of $128,874.99.  This amount will be audited by PennDOT in the near future.

The demolition of 501 Monongahela Avenue has taken place by Continental Construction Company.  The Change Order has been submitted to Steel Rivers COG in an amount not to exceed $18,500 for this demolition project.
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The Primary Election will be held on Tuesday, May 18, 2021.  The polling places will be as follows:
Municipal Building – Districts 1 and 2
Senior Citizens Center – District 3
Citizens Hose Club 22 – District 4 and 6
River City – District 5

Anyone who has received false information in the mail from a credit card company should contact the police department and fill out a police report and a Right-to-Know Law Request Form.

The Statement of Financial Interest is due by May 1, 2021.  If you have not turned your form into the Borough Office, please do so.

The Amendment to the Grant Contract for the $100,000 Road Rehabilitation has been extended to February 26, 2022.  This amendment has been signed and returned to the Redevelopment Authority of Allegheny County.

NEW BUSINESS:

A Public Hearing for the Demolition of properties in the Borough of Glassport will be held at the April Workshop on Tuesday, April 13, 2021 at 4:30 p.m., in the Glassport Borough Council Chambers.  

The May Workshop and Regular Monthly Meetings will be held on Tuesday, May 4 and Tuesday, May 11 due to the Primary Election date of Tuesday, May 18.  This has been advertised notifying everyone that these meetings are being changed.

Need a motion to pay Betters Company for the demolition of 409 Ohio Avenue in the amount of $7,500.00.  All work was completed in a work like manner.
Motion:  Handra seconded by Kowalski
Motion Carried.

The Borough Offices will be closed on Good Friday, April 2, 2021.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Cathy Kozlowski – 24 Erie Avenue, Glassport – Complaint about Fireworks 
The Mayor, Keith DiMarco, said that he would review this permit issue with the police.

Erica Kinser – 127 Monongahela Avenue, Glassport – Complaint about Fireworks
The President of Council, Elaina Skiba, said Council would review the ordinance to make it more manageable.

Randy Yuhas – 1003 Avenue, Glassport – Detroit Hollow Hillside going into the creek
The President of Council, Elaina Skiba, said the Borough got a grant and the engineers are currently redoing the specifications to remediate the hillside.   Elaina said she would be up to look at on Friday.
Randy also questioned a building permit for 750 Detroit Hollow.
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Cindy Karnes – 16 Erie Avenue, Glassport – Complaint about 14 Erie Avenue
Traffic going in and out of house, grass overgrown, going through stop signs, Occupancy check, downspout complaint.  Mayor DiMarco said he would check this out with police and building inspector to check on Occupancy Permit.

Kristy Buckholts – 226 N. Monongahela Avenue, Glassport – Complaint about speeding in the 200 block of Hemlock Alley behind her house and requesting new speed limit signs.  She said she is concerned for the safety of her kids who play in the alley. This goes on from 8:30 a.m. till 6:45 p.m.

Liam Kinser – said they are speeding from Harrison to Arch Street right through this alley.

Adjourn this meeting until the call of the chair.
Motion:  Trunzo seconded by Handra
Motion Carried.

Submitted by:                                                             Approved by:


Nancy M. Piazza-Whaby                                            Elaina Skiba
Borough Secretary                                                      President of Council

Dated:  April 9, 2021







  

