Regular Monthly Meeting
Tuesday, May 11, 2021
Borough Council Chambers
7:00 PM
Minutes

Mike Rhodes from the Mon Valley Clairton Plant Works Manager
Drew Martin Manager of Security and Fire Protection for the Mon Valley Works

Presentation of check for the police department to cover the disturbance gear for all officers.
This check is from US Steel in the amount of $8,420.23.  

THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE GLASSPORT BOROUGH COUNCIL WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY THE PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL, ELAINA SKIBA.

Pledge of Allegiance

ROLL CALL:  Colecchi, present; Handra, present; Hickman, present; Kowalski, present; Norelli, present; Trunzo, present; Kassady Renae Burke, present; Skiba, present; Mayor DiMarco, present.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: (Agenda Items Only – Action Items Only)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Motion to approve the Public Hearing Demolition Minutes of Tuesday, April 13, 2021 (Act 152).
Tabled until the June Meeting because of the length of the minutes to give more time to read.

Motion to approve the Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, April 20, 2021.
Motion:  Trunzo seconded by Kowalski
Motion Carried.

Motion to approve the Safety Committee Meeting Minutes of Thursday, April 29, 2021.
Motion:  Colecchi seconded by Norelli
Motion Carried.

Motion to approve the minutes of the Public Hearing of the Zoning Hearing Board-Deliman variance.
Motion:  Colecchi seconded by Trunzo
Motion Carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Fire Department/Senior Citizens Center – Paul Trunzo, Council/Chair

Senior Citizen’s Center will not open due to the COVID 19 CDC Guidelines.  Maybe July.
The Firemen are still doing their trainings.
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Delinquent Taxes/Sewage and Administration – Angelo Norelli, Vice President/Chair

We have not received the Month of April, 2021 delinquent Tax report from MBM Collections because our meeting was moved up a week.  We will have a double report at the next Regular Monthly Meeting.
Delinquent Taxes collected for the Month of March, 2021……………………………..$51,530.85
Total monies deposited to date for delinquent taxes………………………………………$91,014.84

Total calls to the office for the Month of April – 28   Right-to-Know Request – Identity Theft – 70

Equitable 457 Plan has been submitted to the Borough and will be presented to the employees.

Delinquent Sewage letters sent out – 154
35 payments - $6,765.15    3 on payment plans
Total - $56,320.09

Reality Tour, Crime Watch, Parks & Recreation, GDC-Dave Kowalski, Council/Chair

There is no action with Reality Tour.  The Playground is open and Sting Baseball is on certain nights.

The GDC Secretary Leslie Craine has resigned as Secretary/Treasurer on May 3 and the new secretary of the GDC will be Andrea Foster.  Topics discussed were the Off-Road Vehicle Park & Showtime Series Rust, Glassport Car Show on August 28 and Community Days on July 24.  Next Meeting will be June 7.

Communications – Kate Handra, Chair/Council   Parks & Recreation Co-Chair   Census/Committee

Food Trucks start next Friday from 3 – 7 p.m.
Primary Election Day is May 18 from 7 am to 8 pm.  The Polling places are the Borough Building, Senior Citizens Center, River City Church and Club 22.
Thank you to everyone who participated in the Glassport Keep PA Beautiful Day.

Public Works – Street and Sewage Departments - Dennis Hickman, Council/Chair

Read report for the Month of May, 2021 from the Street Department
The North Monongahela Avenue CSO Project is 90% complete.  

Motion to adopt the cell phone policy and to incorporate into the employee policy manual.
Motion:  Norelli seconded by Kowalski
Motion Carried.

The Sewage Plant Report is on file.

Municipal Buildings and Properties – Elaina Skiba, Council/Chair

Met with DEP-Bureau of Abandoned Mine Reclamation and Engineers.  Discussed grant work for Lemon and Euclid Avenues coming down Third and across Monongahela to construct a new storm water pipe.
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Requested by DEP to make an exception for paving ½ of Third Street to Monongahela.  The vote was not to give this exception.

US Army Corps of Engineers agreement to relocate a CSO which is a pipe that goes underneath the road and out to the river.  This affected no ones’ homes and did not affect the CSO.  If we go along with this agreement the Borough will be liable for properties, easements, right of ways, etc., and will be a huge cost to the Borough.  This agreement was signed back in 1998 and am asking for a motion based off of KLH recommendation to terminate this agreement.

Motion:  Norelli seconded by Hickman
Motion Carried.

Update on applications for Act 152 Grant through SRCOG to demolish properties.  We should know something on this by the middle of June.

The Borough has renewed their lease with the AIU and we will have another year of the Pre-K program at the Youth Center.  This lease is dated July, 2021.

Police Committee, Safety Committee/Building Inspector – Anthony Colecchi, Council/Chair

The Safety Committee met on Thursday, April 29 – 10 in attendance
Blood Bourne Pathogens were the discussion
The next Safety Meeting will be held on Thursday, May 27 – Ray Adams will do a walkthrough inspection with myself.
The Building Inspector Report is available upon request.  
Payroll Protection Program went into effect a few months ago.  Did research to see if any businesses need help.
Gave Tax Collector a list of businesses to cross reference to make sure everyone is paying a business privilege tax.

Mayor Keith DiMarco – Police Committee

Read Police Report for the Month of April, 2021 – Available Upon Request

A motion to accept the proposal for $40,000 for the years, 2021, 2022, and 2023 for Law Enforcement Accreditation Services, LLC to continue to assist our police department for accreditation status.
Motion:  Colecchi seconded by Hickman
Motion Carried.

Kassady Renae Burke – Jr. Council Member – South Allegheny School District Report

Read her final report as Jr. Council person.  Seniors took their final exams.  Senior last day-May 17
Picnic for Seniors on May 18, Senior Parade is May 21, Boys Baseball Team is in the playoffs, Band is having an outdoor concert on Thursday at 6:30 p.m., at the High School.  Thanked the Borough of Glassport and Council for the opportunity to be a Junior Council Member.
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Mayor DiMarco presented Kassady with a Resolution from the Borough Officials and thanked her for her services as a Junior Council person.

WRITTEN REPORTS OF BOROUGH OFFICIALS:

Tax Collector – Jennifer Bell – Report Available Upon Request-Collection for April - $0.00
Balance Collectable at the end of the period………………………………………………………..$230,443.53
The Borough 2021 Real Estate Taxes were sent out by Keystone Collections.  Office hours for payment are Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday between the hours of 10:00 am until 2:00 pm.

Treasurer – Rosanna DiMarco – Report Available Upon Request
 
Financial Report – Elaina Skiba, President of Council-Deed Transfers - $8,411.99 – 10 Sales

Motion to approve the Monthly Financial Report for April, 2021.  
Motion:  Colecchi seconded by Norelli
Motion Carried.

Motion to approve and pay General Fund bills for April, 2021 in the amount of $180,353.41.
Motion:  Handra seconded by Trunzo
Motion Carried.

Motion to approve and pay Sewer Revenue Fund bills for April in the amount of $65,180.41.
Motion:  Hickman seconded by Norelli
Motion Carried.

Solicitor’s Report – Falco Muscante-(Maiello, Brungo and Maiello, LLC)

Resolution No. 4 (4-20-2021) – License Fee for Mobile Food Vendors – Carried over from March
Fees are $25 each time they come in up to $100 and on the 5th and after visits, they do not pay.

Remarks:  Elaina Skiba said that she just wanted to say that these monies would be put into Parks & Recreation for the kids for Community Days and Kick Ball and anything else that we have for the youth.
Motion to accept this Mobile Food Vendor License Fee
Motion:  Hickman seconded by Norelli
Motion Carried.

Opposed was Kate Handra

Resolution No. 1 (5-11-2021) – Disposal of Certain Borough Records (15th in the series)
Motion:  Norelli seconded by Kowalski
Motion Carried.

Resolution No. 2 (5-11-2021) – Mayor will make this presentation – Jr. Council Kassady Burke
Motion:  Norelli seconded by Trunzo
Motion Carried.
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Resolution No. 3 (5-11-2021) – Approval of the Harrison Street Park Improvement Project with a 15% match from the Borough pertaining to the Greenway Trails Grant.
Motion:  Handra seconded by Colecchi
Motion Carried.

Resolution No. 4 (5-11-2021) – Establishing certain rules and procedures for the conduct of elected officials during executive sessions and providing an effective date.
Motion:  Handra seconded Trunzo
Motion Carried.

Ordinance No. 1204 – Amending the fireworks ordinance that was advertised on April 30.
Display fireworks to be limited to just January 1 and July 4 the same as consumer fireworks.
Motion:  Colecchi seconded by Norelli
Motion Carried.

Opposed Kate Handra.

Council to authorize the filing of litigation against the responsible parties for the construction defects at the police station.
Motion:  Colecchi second Handra
Motion Carried.

COMMUNICATIONS:  Elaina Skiba, President of Council

A letter was received from TRC Companies regarding the annual notification of Upstream Regulated Substances-Shire Oaks Yard, 1376 State Route 837, Elrama, PA  15038.  The Fire Chief was provided with a copy of this report.

The Borough Auditors are near completion of the 2020 Borough General Fund and Sewer Fund records and will be requesting an exit conference to go over the audit.

NEW BUSINESS:

The bids for the yard signs were opened on April 28.  There were 2 bids as follows:

1. Colecchi’s Athletics - $888.00
2. Guy Norelli Graphics - $874.50
The low bidder was Guy Norelli Graphics.
Motion:  Colecchi seconded by Hickman
To award the 2021 South Allegheny Graduate sign bid to Guy Norelli Graphics.
Motion Carried.

Received a proposal from Mark C. Turnley, CPA for the Borough and Sewage Audits for 2021 in the amount of $6350.00 and 2022 in the amount of $6,350.00.
Motion:  Norelli seconded by Kowalski
Motion Carried.
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Motion to approve payment for 501 Monongahela Avenue Demolition to Continental Construction and Demolition, LLC in the amount of $61,600.00 for all work completed on this project pending we find from the repair of the traffic signal.  A change order was approved for $16,600.00.  KLH has inspected the site. 
Motion:  Norelli seconded by Trunzo
Motion Carried.

Motion to award the GEDF Paving Contract to Mele & Mele & Sons for Indiana Avenue in the amount of $94,349.40 as they were the low bidder as recommended by KLH Engineers.
Motion:  Trunzo seconded by Handra
Motion Carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Tom Jaskolski – Questioned when 500 block of Spruce was going to be paved.

Elaina Skiba, President of Council, said that was on the next grant.

Tom Jaskolski said:
When you are pulling out of Spruce to go out on to Pacific, there should be a mirror across the street that you can see traffic coming up and down.  
Honor Roll names of my father and uncle are misspelt – my brother is not on the Honor Roll

Angelo Norelli said we got it made and it is just a matter of putting it up.

Elaina Skiba said that the Councilman that handles that is now on crutches and he is the one that does this it might take him a little longer.

Judy Johnson asked who is in charge of the Ordinances in Glassport?  Is there someone in charge of this?

Elaina Skiba said that is all of Council.  If there is an Ordinance that needs to be created then we go to the solicitor.

Judy Johnson said she would like to look at the Book of Ordinances and will come down to the office and view this.  She has an issue with parking on Oak Alley and a grass issue.

Mary Wills – 804 Monongahela Avenue, Glassport
Strongly urge not to bring in halfway houses – Complaining about not being able to open up her windows because of what is next to her she is awaken by doors slamming in the morning, radio playing bass music, etc.  Also complained about 811-813 Monongahela Avenue.  Did not realize how many half way houses were in town.  Asked who was in charge at the 514 Club.  

Elaina Skiba, President of Council, said there is a meeting set up with the 514 Club.  Everything that goes on down there is through the County.


7

Mrs. Kathy Boor commented on the residents at 810 Monongahela Avenue.  They are incompetent to stand trial.  You have rapists and murderers there.

The solicitor said we can check with the police and look at all of those issues from an Ordinance standpoint.  When you have zoning you cannot exclude halfway houses from the Borough.  If you do that, under the law, the first half way house that comes in and wants to locate in an R-1 zone, if you haven’t provided for them anywhere else, they would be permitted to have that halfway house in an R-1 zone.  We have provided for this in a mixed commercial zone.  There is a lot of case law out there saying that they have to be located somewhere in the Borough.

Elaina Skiba, President of Council, said we will look at all the police reports that have been filed and we will be meeting with them.  Until someone comes to us and tell us that there is a problem, we have no idea.

Clint Will wanted to know if he can submit some questions for Council to address to the 514 Club?

Elaina Skiba said no problem.

Mrs. Kathy Boor asked about the coal pile.  The County Health Department came up and visited all of the neighbors.  Is that Three Rivers Terminal not in Lincoln Borough?  They have coal piles under the bridge, they are bringing slag over from Clairton Works and mixing it with their coal and putting it on the barges and we are eating coal dust at my house.

The solicitor said only the very small portion across from my road where I live is in Lincoln Borough.

Elaina Skiba, President of Council, said we met with them before this meeting.  They have several things lined up.  They have a watering plan, a dust suppressant, water the road up to Ohio Avenue that will go into effect in a couple of weeks.  From when that starts, we will give them 30 days and have them back in to see if that takes care of the dust problem down there.

Kathy Boor said now we have the recycling plant down there and those are huge trucks.  What happens when the roads are messed up?  Who is responsible for this?  Giant potholes.  Does Glassport get tax dollars from these people?

Elaina Skiba, President of Council, said this is their property so they pay their taxes on their property.

Elaina Skiba, President of Council, said if there are complaints about properties, we will need addresses.

Adjourn the meeting to the call of the chair.
Motion:  Trunzo seconded by Handra
Motion Carried.

Submitted by:                                                                       Approved by:                 Dated:  June 10, 2021
Nancy Piazza-Whaby                                                           Elaina Skiba
Borough Secretary                                                               President of Council   


























