REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
BOROUGH OF GLASSPORT
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2020
BOROUGH COUNCIL CHAMBERS
MINUTES – 7:00 PM

THE REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING OF THE GLASSPORT BOROUGH COUNCIL WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY ELAINA SKIBA, PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL.

Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL:  Colecchi, present; Handra, present; Hickman, present; Kowalski, present; Norelli, present; Trunzo, present; Skiba, present; Kassady Burke, present; Mayor DiMarco, present.

PUBLIC COMMENTS: (Agenda Items Only – Action Items Only)

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Motion to approve the Public Hearing Minutes for the Liquor License Transfer of 601 Monongahela Avenue concerning the request of Glassport Mini Mart LLC from Gino’s Bar Inc., October 20, 2020.
Motion:  Handra seconded by Colecchi
Motion Carried.

Motion to approve the Safety Committee Minutes of Thursday, October 29, 2020.
Motion:  Colecchi seconded by Hickman
Motion Carried.

Motion to approve the Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes of Tuesday, October 20, 2020.
Motion:  Handra seconded by Norelli
Motion Carried.

Motion to approve the Public Hearing Minutes for the Liquor License Transfer of 539 Monongahela Avenue concerning the request of S & A Convenience, Inc., from Poyntzpass, Inc., November 10, 2020.
Motion:  Handra seconded by Norelli
Motion Carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Fire Department/Senior Citizens Center – Paul Trunzo, Council/Chair
Due to COVID 19, the Senior Citizens Center will remain closed.
A little bit of training with the Fire Department.

Delinquent Taxes/Sewage and Administration – Angelo Norelli, Vice President/Chair
Delinquent Taxes collected in October, 2020………………………………………………………………..$17,131.29
Total Year to Date Borough Real Estate Delinquent Taxes collected by MBM……………..$168,820.29
Delinquent Sewage Collected for October, 2020………………………………………………………...$     3,060.08
Penalty and Interest -………………………………………………………………………………………………… $      4,168.46
Total Collections for Sewage……………………………………………………………………………………….$      7,228.54
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Total Delinquent Sewage Collected - $110,942.32 Year to Date
Total Penalty & Interest Collected -   $   85,272.91 Year to Date
Total Collections………………………………$196,215.23 Year to Date

Police Department/Reality Tour, Crime Watch, Parks & Recreation – Dave Kowalski-Council/Chair

Baseball is looking to see what the cost would be to get the lights put on and they will give us a proposal.  They would be controlled by the Borough as to when they would be turned off or on.  Depending on the cost and who is going to fit the bill.  We will talk about this.

The Winterfest will be held on Saturday, November 28, 2020 @ 6:00 p.m., from 8th Street to the Borough Honor Roll.  We need to talk about this with all of the social distancing going on.  We will meet with Andrea Foster to discuss what is going to happen with this.

Elaina Skiba, President of Council, said I am not so concerned about the parade, but I am afraid about there not being any social distancing afterwards in the Honor Roll.  

Anthony Colecchi said the Governor might shut down all outdoor gatherings.  If we show some sort of due diligence on this, we can say we tried.

Dennis Hickman, Council, said I say we have the parade and cancel everything else.

Elaina Skiba, President said we need to sit down with Andrea and her family and discuss this.  We will know more of what Wolf is doing by then.

Communications – Kate Handra, Chair/Council   Parks & Rec. Co-Chair    Census Committee

We had our first annual Halloween House Decorating Contest Winners were:
1. Andrew and Victoria Miller - $100 (15 Ohio)
2. Valerie Beauchamp - $50 (408 N. Monongahela)
3. Eric Yonick - $25 Gift Certificate to Fillorio’s Piazza Shop (606 Vermont)

I would like to start discussing a Christmas Decorating Contest.
We went in with crime watch and they donated $150 for Halloween.  I like this, but instead of cash we could start doing Gift Cards for the businesses in the Borough.  Instead of going to the businesses for donations, we could purchase gift cards from them to keep the business in town.  

Public Works – Street and Sewage Departments - Dennis Hickman, Council/Chair

Read report for the Month of October, 2020

I got a lot of emails about Lincoln and N. Monongahela Avenue.  

Sewage Report – October, 2020

Expenses October, 2020……………………………………….$    45,712.35
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Expenses Jan. – September, 2020…………………………$   557,792.10
Expenses Year to Date…………………………………………………$  603,504.45
Receipts October, 2020……………………………………………….$    58,986.04
Receipts January – September…………………………………….$  645,002.58
Receipts Year to Date………………………………………………….$  703,988.62

Total Delinquent Sewage and Delinquent Charges collected to date……….$  196,225.23

Public Works trained on the camera to do the sewer lines.  We have our own camera now because of our infrastructure being so old.  Everyone should have an understanding and knowledge of using it.

Municipal Buildings/Properties – Elaina Skiba, President of Council/Chair

COG Report – October, 2020
Meeting with Rich Fitzgerald to discuss Act 151.  Demolition Fund for Allegheny County.  Funds come from a $15 fee added to all property dealing with owner’s deeds and mortgage transactions.  As of September, there is close to $718,000 in this fund.  They predicted almost $3,000,000 to be in this fund for 2021.  The County will determine the criteria for who can apply.  This is for blighted property and demolitions.  This is only for Allegheny County.  I gave Tammy Firda all of our information so she could take with her to the meeting so Glassport could be represented.

We have close to $3.2 million in FEMA applications that we are working with KLH in getting this together.  This is for Detroit Hollow, relining of sewers, Detroit Hollow, landslides, etc.

Letter from Three Rivers Marine and Rail Terminals – Planning to construct 5 quad tie river sales for barge mooring in Glassport and Lincoln Boroughs.  Making an application through PennDOT.  The letter is from Scott Turer.  Set up meeting with them to find out what they are actually doing.  We could ask Scott Turer to send us a copy of their plan on what they are doing.

Wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.

Dennis Hickman, Council, said you are going to have 50- or 60-degree days so let us just leave the park open.  

Elaina Skiba, President said if it gets to be a mess with garbage, we will just lock it up again.

Safety Committee – Anthony Colecchi, Council/Chair

Safety Committee met on October 29 and there were 11 in attendance at the last Safety Meeting.  The topics were slips, trips, falls, safe ladder tips and seat belt safety.  Ray Adams from Encova attended the meeting and he had several suggestions to better protect our employees.  The next Safety Meeting will be held on Thursday, November 19 due to the Thanksgiving Holiday.  The Department of Health distributed masks through their free mask program and the public works, police, fire, secretaries all received these masks along with Borough Council.  Thanked Melanie Real from Allegheny County for putting this together.  There is a free COVID testing site available in McKeesport.
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Council and Mayor have the timeline for the properties at 214 and 216 N. Monongahela Avenue.
Everyone should have received the timeline.
Mayor Keith DiMarco                      Police Committee             Census Committee Chair

Read Police Report for the Month of October, 2020
Vehicle Maintenance
2017 SUV      10/12/2020        $244.91          10018       Paul’s        Battery
Vehicle Mileage 5,267 Total Miles on Police cars

Miscellaneous……………………$     20.00
Clerk of Courts…………………..$   320.41
Report Fees……………………….$      45.00
Magistrate Fines………………..$2,225.56
Parking/Meter……………………$   209.00
Total Collections………………..$2,819.97

Calls for Service……………568
Arrests…………………………   12
Reportable Offenses……    20
Warrant Arrests…………..      2
Traffic Stops…………………   37
Citations Issued……………     8
Non-Traffic Citations……     8
Ordinance Complaints…      3
Reportable Accidents…..     2
Non-Reportable Accident   5

The following officers received training from Van Meter and Associates on First Line Supervision.  Benoit, Mihal, Breisinger, McConeghy, Ackman, and Barrett.  Reimbursement for warden’s fee of $20.00.
October UCR Reports Available Upon Request.

Motion to appoint 2 acting Sergeants pending civil service testing.
Motion:  Hickman seconded by Colecchi
Motion Carried.

Motion to advertise for a full-time officer position.
Motion:  Handra seconded by Norelli
Motion Carried.

Todd Kiggins received his plaque from the Borough and thanked everyone very much.

Kassady Renae Burke – Jr. Council Member -South Allegheny School District Report

South Allegheny is back in the red.  With the uptick of positive cases, the district is on all virtual learning until December 7.  Also, the project Mr. Colecchi has me working on with the Residential Rental list, is coming along.  The first couple pages of the 501 folder is completed.  My schedule was crazy the last 
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couple weeks, but I should be able to come down on Friday for a couple hours and possibly Monday and Tuesday next week.

Our Junior Council Person received a full Scholarship to Point Park College.
WRITTEN REPORTS OF BOROUGH OFFICIALS:

Tax Collector – Jennifer Bell – Report Available Upon Request
Collections for the Mont of October, 2020 - $11,818.92
New Business ECO ATM LLC – Pd. $100 Business Privilege Tax (This is an ATM Company that is located within the Dollar General).

Treasurer – Rosanna DiMarco – Report Available Upon Request

Financial Report – Elaina Skiba, President of Council – DEED TRANSFERS - $3,098.74

Motion to approve the Monthly Financial Report for October, 2020.
Motion:  Trunzo seconded by Kowalski
Motion Carried.

Motion to approve and pay General Fund Bills for October, 2020 in the amount of $168,663.66.
Motion:  Colecchi seconded by Kowalski
Motion Carried.

Motion to approve and pay Sewer Revenue Fund bills for October in the amount of $45,712.35.
Motion:  Kowalski seconded by Hickman
Motion Carried.

Solicitor’s Report – Falco Muscante (Maiello, Brungo and Maiello, LLC)

Resolution No. 1 (11/17/2020) – For the opening of an account with First Commonwealth Bank under the name of Glassport Community Benefit Trust.
Motion:  Handra seconded by Colecchi
Motion Carried.

Resolution No. 2 (11/17/2020) – Tax Anticipation Note Loan -$250,000 for 2021
Motion:  Kowalski seconded by Hickman
Motion Carried.
Let the solicitor know when the closing date will be.

Resolution No. 3 (11/17/2020) – Disposal of Borough Records
Motion:  Kowalski seconded by Handra
Motion Carried.

Resolution No. 4 (11/17/2020) – Liquor License Transfer – Art Patel - 539 Monongahela Avenue
Motion:  Trunzo seconded by Colecchi
Motion Carried.
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Resolution No. 5 (11/17/2020) – Amending and Creating new street addresses
Motion:  Handra seconded by Norelli
Motion Carried.

Right of Way and Easement Agreement signed by Elvis Matesic for Lot and Block No. 467-P-125 (Elvis Electric) and has been recorded in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds of Allegheny County, at Deed Book Volume 17974, Page 72.

Timeline with Iris Taylor for 214 & 216 N. Monongahela Avenue – Copies provided to all of Council & Mayor/Solicitor, and Building Inspector.  Mike Betters came in and got the demolition permit for 214 N. Monongahela Avenue.   Steve to check on this monthly.

COMMUNICATIONS:  Elaina Skiba, President of Council

Received a check for $100,000 from Allegheny County CARES for the reimbursement of police payroll during the COVID 19 pandemic.

The CD47 Proposal Application with Resolution has been submitted to SRCOG for 439 Monongahela Avenue demolition. 

A Notice to Proceed was sent to Blaze Lambing, President of Continental Construction &Demolition LLC for the safe Neighborhood Demolition of 501 Monongahela Avenue in the amount of $45,000.  The date of completion of all work shall be January 23, 2021. Authorization must be obtained from KLH Engineers for approval to begin demolition.   Check with Blaze Lambing to see where we are with this.

NEW BUSINESS:  Elaina Skiba, President of Council

Proposals for a used 2002 Freightliner Aqua-tech Vacuum Truck have been placed in the Mon Valley Independent legal ad section on Friday, November 6.  Proposals were due by Thursday, November 12, and there was one proposal submitted by A & H Equipment Company.  The bid was opened on Friday, November 13, at 4:00 p.m., and the only bid was in the amount of $65,000.  Motion to accept this bid and it will be paid out of the Sewer Revenue Fund.
Motion:  Hickman seconded by Trunzo
Motion Carried.

Motion to approve transfers from Pennsylvania Investment Accounts to the Borough of Glassport General Fund for the Sales Tax and Liquid Fuels as of December 1, 2020.
Motion:  Trunzo seconded by Colecchi
Motion Carried.

There will be a Planning Commission Meeting on Tuesday, December 1, 2020 @ 7:00 p.m., to discuss the future plans of Dayal Sutaria, property located at 601 Monongahela Avenue, Glassport.  Robert Bednar, Chairman and Dayal Sutaria will be present.

Steel Rivers COG will not be holding their annual dinner.
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Question:

Dave Kowalski, Council, said there are a lot of people that are moving out of rented places.  Can we make the landlords let us know when someone is moving out?  Then two weeks from now someone new is moving in.  

The solicitor said we would need to change the ordinance.  

Motion to advertise to change the Residential Rental Ordinance that the landlords will not only notify the Borough when someone is moving in, but they will also notify the Borough when a tenant is moving out.
Motion:  Kowalski seconded by Colecchi
Motion Carried.

We will advertise between now and next meeting so that it can be voted on.

This will also be added to the letter that the landlords receive with the Residential Rental packet.

Dave Kowalski, Council asked if we could issue a ticket for high grass and weeds just like a parking ticket would be given.  Anything that falls under Code Enforcement.

The solicitor asked what is the difference between a parking ticket and a citation.  It is the same thing as issuing a citation.  It still goes before the Magistrate.

Motion to adjourn the meeting to the call of the chair.
Motion:  Trunzo seconded by Handra
Motion Carried.

Submitted by:                                                                               Approved by:



Nancy M. Piazza-Whaby                                                             Elaina Skiba
Borough Secretary                                                                       President of Council

Dated:  November 19, 2020





