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MEETS EVERY MONTH THE 2ND MONDAY AT 11:30 A.M. IN RACHEL’S KITCHEN 

2021 Committee 

George Darnell 
President 

Doc Holladay 
Vice President 

Pam Toliver 
Secretary 

Gary McDowell 
Treasurer 

Nanci Bowers 
Membership Coordinator 

Peggy Sabato 
Newsletter Coordinator 

TBD 
Website Manager 

Judy Bogner  
Member at Large 

UPCOMNG EVENTS 
 

Next Meeting 
Monday, July 12 
Rachel’s Kitchen 

11:30 a.m. 
Potluck 

Please Bring a Dish to Share! 

JULY 2021 ISSUE 

 
Gettysburg Battlefield Bus Tour June 7, 2021 
by George Darnell 

Forty-six travelers left the lodge on a comfortable Richards Bus at 8:30 a.m. and 
traveled Route 340 through Harpers Ferry to Frederick, MD. We turned onto 
Route 15 and headed for Gettysburg, PA. Along the way, Sam Kerns, dressed in 
both blue and gray, and Rick Turner, dressed in a Confederate gray uniform, told 
us about how they became interested in the Gettysburg Campaign and other 
visits they had made. 

They told us how General Lee was able to move 70,000 Confederate troops from 
Chancellorsville, VA, as far north as Harrisburg, PA, without alerting Federal 
troops. In brief, they entered the Shenandoah Valley at Chester Gap near Front 
Royal and used the Blue Ridge Mountains to shield their movement as they 
crossed the Potomac River into Maryland and then into Pennsylvania. Along 
their way, they cleared the Valley of Federal troops and captured 40 canons at 
the Second Battle of Winchester north of the city.  

Sam provided us with 
ten pages of color and 
black and white 
handouts before we 
stopped on the 
battlefield. They 
contained troop 
strengths, pictures of 
major generals and 
maps of the three-day 
battle. Our first stop 
was near the Eternal 

Light Monument overlooking Day One of the 
battle. We stood under a large oak, which still 
had marks of the battle, while Sam (on the right) 
described the battle. 
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We stopped at the Peach Orchard to view 
the site of part of Day Two as Sam (on the 
left) described it to us.  

 

For lunch, we stopped in Gettysburg, at the 
Appalachian Brewery, located on what was 
part of the battlefield. Sam called ahead to 
alert them to our arrival and it was large 
enough that we did not have to wait long to 
be seated and served in groups of four or 
six. We enjoyed our lunch and 
conversations before rejoining the bus for a 
drive to Little Round Top, another site of 
Day Two of the battle. 

 

 

After parking near the top of Little Round Top, we got off the 
bus and walked to the boulder strewn area known as Devils 
Den. Sam described how Federal canon and sharpshooters 
defended the position from Confederate troops attacking from 
below. Then we walked to the other side of the hill where the 
Chamberlain’s 20th Maine monument commemorating their 
famous bayonet charge defending the flank of Little Round 
Top. 

 

Our last stop was the “high water mark” of “Pickett’s 
Charge” on Day Three of the battle. As we stood on the 
high ground that was attacked by the Confederate Army, 
Rick described to us in detail the pincer movement that 
almost won the day. The day was clear and hot as we 
looked out on the fence the Confederates had to climb 
through or over to charge across open ground. But Rick told 
us that the canons and the muskets the Confederates 
thought they had silenced were still operational and the 
Federals were still defending the hill—the smoke simply 
covered the operations. They won the day for the Federal 
troops. 

We were glad to reboard the bus and enjoy its air 
conditioning for the ride home to Lake Frederick. As we exited the bus, everyone thanked our neighbors, 
Sam and Rick, as well as our driver, Ed, for making it an informative and enjoyable trip. 
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Calendar of Trips for 2021

• Jul 15—Walking tour of Front Royal with 
optional dinner at Front Royal Brewery and 
Gazebo Concert at 7 p.m. No transportation; 
meet at Gazebo at 3 p.m. (Maximum of 26) 
by George 

• Aug 6—Belle Grove Plantation & Jackson’s 
Headquarters Tour with lunch & cidery by 
Gary McDowell 

• Aug 26—Harpers Ferry Whitewater Rafting 
on Shenandoah River: $90 for 
transportation and guided rafting adventure; 
stops for refreshments not included 
(minimum of 12; maximum of 24) by George  

• Sep 5-12—Greek Isles Cruise from Athens 
on Norwegian Cruise Lines. For information 
email Judy Bogner at judyllbogner@aol.com 

• Sep 16— Antietam National Battlefield and 
Shepherdstown Tour: $40 for transportation 
and admission fees. Lunch at Bavarian Inn 
in Shepherdstown not included (minimum 
of 8; maximum of 14) by George 

• Oct 7—Little Washington and Sperryville for 
wine, beer, spirits, shops, and dinner at 
Griffin Tavern in Flint Hill: $30 for 
transportation. Shopping, tastings, and 
dinner not included (minimum of 8; maximum 
of 14) by George 

• Oct 28—Western, MD, Frostburg Flyer 4.5 
Hour Train Ride: $100 for transportation & 
train ride (minimum of 8; maximum of 26) by 
George 

• Nov 12-13—Queen Esther & Miracle on 34th 
Street in Lancaster, PA, by motor coach: 2 
days/1 night/3 meals; $389 pp double/ $469 
single; filling fast. Contact 
https://www.shenandoahtours.com/ 

• Nov 26-29—A Country Christmas at 
Opryland Hotel, Nashville, TN, by motor 
coach: 4 days/3 nights/2 meals; $1089 pp 
double/$1429 single; Deposit $150 pp. 
Contact https://www.shenandoahtours.com/ 

• Nov 30-Dec 1—Candlelight Christmas at 
Biltmore Estate & Grove Park Inn by motor 
coach; 2 days/1 night/2 meals. $479 pp 
double/$549 single; deposit $100 pp. Con-
tact https://www.shenandoahtours.com/ 

• Dec 10-12—Pennsylvania’s Christmas 
Treasures (incl. Longwood Gardens) by 
motor coach; 2 days/1 night/2 meals. $329  
pp double/$389 single; deposit $100 pp. 
Contact https://www.shenandoahtours.com/ 

• Dec 13-18—Christmas in New Orleans by 
Train; 2 days on train r/t; 2 days & 3 nights 
in New Orleans; 1 meal. $1720 per couple; 
single pricing available. Upgrade to sleeper 
on train available. Call Amneris Delgado of 
Avoya Travel at 866-588-9088 for Lake 
Frederick Travel Club trip. (R/T shuttle to 
train station will be arranged by George.) 

• Apr 9-26, 2022—Panama Canal Cruise on 
Holland America; 18 days/17 nights; from 
$2799 per person plus R/T airfare TBA. 
Contact https://www.shenandoahtours.com/

 
NOTE: For Shenandoah motor coach tours we need a minimum of 8 people for pick up in Lake 

Frederick. Otherwise, pick up is at Routes 522 & 50 in the Red Roof Inn parking lot. 
  

George Darnell, darnellgd50@verizon.net 

https://www.shenandoahtours.com/
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