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UPCOMNG EVENTS 
 

Next Meeting 
Monday, September 13 

Rachel’s Kitchen 
11:00 a.m. 

Potluck 
Please Bring a Dish to Share! 

SEPTEMBER 2021 ISSUE 

Belle Grove Trip August 6, 2021 
by Gary McDowell 
 
Ten members of the Lake Frederick Travel Club gathered at the Shenandoah 
Clubhouse on August 6, 2021, for a 9:30 a.m. trip departure. The first destination was 
Bell Grove Plantation in Middletown, Virginia. It was a hot day, but our tour guide, Rich 
Coyle, gave us an in-depth account of the 1864 “Battle of Grove” later called the “Battle 
of Cedar Creek” in the shade of trees on the peaceful fields of what became the 
epicenter of a pivotal battle of the Civil War.  

He later gave us a tour and shared the history of 
the Belle Grove Manor house. Construction on the 
house began in 1794 and was completed in 1797. 
It was built by Isaac Hite, Jr., the grandson of the 
original German immigrant, Jost Hite. The original 
483 acres on which the mansion was built was 
given to Isaac and his wife, Nelly Madison, sister 
of a future President of the United States, in 1783 
by Isaac’s father.  

He also spoke about slavery on the plantation and the ongoing work being done to learn 
more about the slaves that lived and died there. 
Surviving records indicate that the Hites at Belle 
Grove owned 276 men, women, and children 
between 1783 and 1851. Isaac Hite, Jr., and his 
first wife, Nelly Madison Hite, received 15 slaves 
from her father James Madison, Sr., in 1783. The 
Hites acquired other individuals through 
purchase, inheritance, and by birth. The Hite 
family kept lists of the enslaved, and some of 
their personal information and some family trees 

have been constructed based on this information. 
Sometime between 12 and12:30 p.m., we left Belle Grove and stopped at Shaffer’s Barbeque for lunch. Shaffer’s is 
located just down the road from Bell Grove, at 8140 Valley Pike, (route 11) Middletown, VA. Not a fancy place, but 
great barbeque at reasonable prices. 
After lunch, we boarded the bus and headed to Stonewall Jackson’s Headquarters in Winchester. 

Our guide, Brian Daily, gave us a very detailed and entertaining review of 
Thomas Jackson’s life, focusing mostly on his Civil War experiences and his time 
living in the house in Winchester. 
Thomas Jonathan "Stonewall" Jackson (January 21, 1824 – May 10, 1863) 
served as a Confederate general (1861–1863) during the Civil War and became 
one of the best-known Confederate commanders after General Robert E. Lee.  



September 2021 Newsletter  Page 2 
 

©Lake Frederick Travel Club 2021 

Born in what was then part of Virginia (in present-day West Virginia), Jackson received an appointment to 
the United States Military Academy at West Point and graduated in the class of 1846. From 1851 to 1861 he taught 
at the Virginia Military Institute, where 
he was, apparently, not a very good 
teacher and was unpopular with his 
students. During this time, he married 
twice. His first wife died giving birth, but 
his second wife, Mary Anna Morrison, 
lived until 1915. When Virginia 
seceded from the Union in May 1861 
after the attack on Fort Sumter, 
Jackson joined the Confederate Army. 
He distinguished himself, commanding 
a brigade at the First Battle of Bull 
Run in July, providing crucial 
reinforcements and beating back a 
fierce Union assault. In this 
context Barnard Elliott Bee, 
Jr. compared him to a "stone wall", 
hence his enduring nickname, which 
he apparently disliked. 
The home that we visited is a Hudson 
River Gothic Revival style house, a 
Virginia and National Historic Landmark, and was used as headquarters by General “Stonewall” Thomas Jackson 
during the winter of 1861-1862. 
Jackson performed exceptionally well in the campaigns in the Shenandoah Valley in 1862. During this time, Jackson 
was able to defeat three separate Union armies and prevent any of them from reinforcing General George B. 
McClellan's Army of the Potomac in its campaign against Richmond. Many historians believe that this action 
prolonged the war. If Jackson had not prevailed the war might have ended in as little as three months. 
General "Stonewall" Jackson was accidently shot in the arm by his own men at the battle of Chancellorsville, and 
had his arm amputated. Jackson initially appeared to be healing, but he died from pneumonia on May 10, 1863.  
His headquarters in Winchester was built in 1854 by William Fuller, and was sold to Lewis T. Moore, who was a Lt. 
Colonel in the fourth Virginia Volunteers. Lt. Colonel Moore invited Jackson to use his home. The house contains 
the largest collection of Jackson memorabilia and personal objects from members of his staff. The museum has on 
display Jackson’s personal prayer table, initialed prayer book, and many other Jackson family artifacts. One 
interesting item of note is the wallpaper in the lower room or office. The walls are papered with elegant gilt paper. 
Jackson wrote to his wife, “I don’t remember to have seen more beautiful papering.” A remnant of the wallpaper 
was found and today a reproduction is on the walls in Jackson’s office, courtesy of Lt. Colonel Moore’s great-
granddaughter, the actress Mary Tyler Moore. 
At approximately 3:30 p.m. we once again boarded the bus for a stop at Winchester Ciderworks where we were 
able to enjoy a sampling of their hard cider. Winchester Ciderworks is located at 2504 N. Frederick Pike, 
Winchester, Va. 
At approximately 5:00 p.m. We boarded the bus for our trip back home, arriving at approximately 5:30 p.m. 
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Calendar of Trips for 2021
• Sep 16— Antietam National Battlefield and 

Shepherdstown Tour: $55 for transportation 
includes admission to the park and onsite 
guided tour. Lunch at the Bavarian Inn 
before tour of Shepherdstown not included 
(minimum of 8; maximum of 14). John 
Toliver is leading this trip: 8:00 a.m. to 5:30 
p.m. 

• Oct 7—Little Washington and Sperryville for 
wine, beer, spirits, shops, and dinner at 
Griffin Tavern in Flint Hill: $30 for 
transportation. Shopping, tastings, and 
dinner not included (minimum of 8; maximum 
of 14) by George 

• Oct 28—Western, MD, Frostburg Flyer 4.5 
Hour Train Ride: $100 for transportation & 
train ride (minimum of 8; maximum of 26) by 
George 

• Nov 12-13—Queen Esther & Miracle on 34th 
Street in Lancaster, PA, by motor coach: 2 
days/1 night/3 meals; $389 pp double/ $469 
single; filling fast. Contact 
https://www.shenandoahtours.com/ 

• Nov 26-29—A Country Christmas at 
Opryland Hotel, Nashville, TN, by motor 

coach: 4 days/3 nights/2 meals; $1089 pp 
double/$1429 single; Deposit $150 pp. 
Contact https://www.shenandoahtours.com/ 

• Nov 30-Dec 1—Candlelight Christmas at 
Biltmore Estate & Grove Park Inn by motor 
coach; 2 days/1 night/2 meals. $479 pp 
double/$549 single; deposit $100 pp. Con-
tact https://www.shenandoahtours.com/ 

• Dec 10-11—Pennsylvania’s Christmas 
Treasures (incl. Longwood Gardens) by 
motor coach; 2 days/1 night/2 meals. $329  
pp double/$389 single; deposit $100 pp. 
Contact https://www.shenandoahtours.com/ 

• Dec 13-18—Christmas in New Orleans by 
Train; 2 days on train r/t; 2 days & 3 nights 
in New Orleans; 1 meal. $1720 per couple; 
single pricing available. Upgrade to sleeper 
on train available. Call Amneris Delgado of 
Avoya Travel at 866-588-9088 for Lake 
Frederick Travel Club trip. (R/T shuttle to 
train station will be arranged by George.) 

• Apr 9-26, 2022—Panama Canal Cruise on 
Holland America; 18 days/17 nights; from 
$2799 per person plus R/T airfare TBA. 
Contact https://www.shenandoahtours.com/

 
 

For Shenandoah motor coach tours we need a minimum of 8 people for pick up in Lake Frederick. 
Otherwise, pick up is at Routes 522 & 50 in the Red Roof Inn parking lot. 

For one-day trips write a check to “Lake Frederick Travel Club” with the date of the trip and your contact 
information. Leave the check with the Lodge Concierge. You will receive a confirmation of check receipt 

and a confirmation of the trip by email. 
 

George Darnell, darnellgd50@verizon.net 

https://www.shenandoahtours.com/
https://www.shenandoahtours.com/
https://www.shenandoahtours.com/
https://www.shenandoahtours.com/
https://www.shenandoahtours.com/
mailto:darnellgd50@verizon.net
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Trip Ideas for 2022 

• Jan 20—Shenandoah Caverns – 
Woodstock – Route 11 Chips  

• Feb 14—Couples Wine and Cheese Party 
at Fox Meadow Winery  

• Mar 17—St. Patrick’s Pub Crawl 

• Mar 23—Battle of Kernstown with lunch 

• Apr 9-26—Panama Canal Cruise on Holland 
America; 18 days/ 17 nights; from $2799 per 
person plus R/T airfare TBA. Contact 
https://www.shenandoahtours.com/ 

• Apr 28—Apple Blossom Parade 

• May—Vint Hills Farm for Cold War 
Museum, Brewery, Winery, and Lunch 

• June—National Parks by Amtrak Train: 
Yellowstone; Yosemite; and Grand Canyon 

• July—Exploring the Northern Neck: Lee 
Family Estate, Tangier Island, Steamboat 
Museum, Wineries, Tides Inn for two nights 

 

 

 

 

• Aug—Niagara Falls by motorcoach or 
Amtrak  

• Aug—Gettysburg & Wine tours 

• Sep—WV Panhandle Tour with overnight at 
the Bavarian Inn, Shepherdstown  

• Sep 29—Oktoberfest Tour 

• Oct --Hudson River Fall Foliage Cruise  

• Oct 20-22—Fall Colors Pittsburgh Tour by 
Amtrak train 

• Nov –-Chesapeake Bay American 
Revolution Steamboat Cruise  

• Nov-Dec—A Country Christmas at Opryland 
Hotel, Nashville, TN, by motor coach  

• Nov- Dec—Candlelight Christmas at Biltmore 
Estate & Grove Park Inn by motor coach 

• Dec 5 or 9—Christmas at Union Station in 
DC by MARC train R/T from Charlestown 

• Dec—Christmas at the Greenbrier by 
Amtrak train  

 

For Shenandoah motor coach tours we need a minimum of 8 people for pick up in Lake Frederick. 
Otherwise, pick up is at Routes 522 & 50 in the Red Roof Inn parking lot. 

For one-day trips write a check to “Lake Frederick Travel Club” with the date of the trip and your contact 
information. Leave the check with the Lodge Concierge. You will receive a confirmation of check receipt 

and a confirmation of the trip by email. 
 

George Darnell, darnellgd50@verizon.net 
 

https://www.shenandoahtours.com/
mailto:darnellgd50@verizon.net

