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WWW.LAKEFREDERICKTRAVELCLUB.COM  

MEETS EVERY MONTH THE 2ND MONDAY AT 11:00 – 12:30 A.M. IN RACHEL’S KITCHEN 

2021 Committee 

George Darnell 
President 

Doc Holladay 
Vice President 

Pam Toliver 
Secretary 

Gary McDowell 
Treasurer 

Chris Oxford 
Membership Coordinator 

Peggy Sabato 
Newsletter Coordinator 

TBD 
Website Manager 

Judy Bogner  
Member at Large 

UPCOMNG EVENTS 
 

Next Meeting 
Monday, October 11th 

Rachel’s Kitchen 
11:00 a.m. 

Potluck 
Please Bring a Dish to Share! 

OCTOBER 2021 ISSUE 

Antietam Battlefield Trip                              September 16, 2021 
by John Kennedy 

 

On September 16, 1862, the Armies of the Union and the Confederacy 
converged on the small farming community of Sharpsburg, Maryland between 
Antietam Creek, and the Potomac River. The ensuing battle, which started at first 
light on September 17th, lasting 12 hours and is known as the bloodiest day in 
American history. This battle result in over 23,000 American casualties (killed, 
wounded, and missing).  
 
Twenty-two members of the Lake Frederick Travel Club pulled away from the 
Shenandoah Club at 8 o’clock on that foggy morning, which very much resembled 
the day of the battle at Antietam National Battlefield,159 years earlier according to 
tour leader John Toliver. The one-hour bus ride took them through the beautiful 
Virginia, West Virginia, & Maryland countryside, arriving at the Antietam Visitors 
Center. The group watched the park service movie about the battle and then met 
their tour guide, Mr. Jim Rosebrock.  
 

From the New York monument and the initial Confederate 
line on the west, the members overlooked the entire 
battlefield and the distant, but prominent South Mountain 
to the East, where McClellan’s Union army of 87,000 
troops would have come. Antietam Creek lay below 
dividing the two armies, totaling 132,000 men. Guide 

Rosebrock laid out the events that preceded the battle, 
why Lee’s Army of the South, 45,000 strong, was 
invading the North, the military and political significance 
of the battle, and the Generals who engaged in the 
battle. He briefly described where the main events 

occurred, which became the four stops the group would experience, starting with 
Dunker Church. The Cornfield to the north, the Bloody Lane in the center, and 
Burnside’s Bridge to the south would complete the group’s tour. 

 
By 11:00 a.m. at the Cornfield where the Union line emerged from the fog in the 
cornstalk rows at first light. Mr. Rosebrock described 
how the northern army under General Joseph 
Hooker and the southern army under General 
Stonewall Jackson fought back and forth through 
the standing corn for over three hours. Men died at 
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a rate of one per second, but in the end, the southern forces held their position with thousands of casualties 
laying before them among the flattened stalks.  
 

At noon at Bloody Lane, which was a sunken 
lane at the center of the north-south battle line. 
At this site, the southern troops held off several 
union charges, inflicting horrible casualties on 
mostly untried Union soldiers, until the Irish 

Brigade from New York breached the 
southern end of the Lane. From their enfilade 
position the Union soldiers inflicted such 
massive casualties on the southern troops that the lane they had been 
fighting from ran red with blood and the Confederates fell back several-
hundred yards. 
 
 

At 12:40 p.m. the hungry group arrived at their final stop, Burnside Bridge at 
the southern end of the battlefield. If the North had been able to quickly cross 
over this little Antietam Creek bridge (12 ft. wide and 125 ft. long), they might 
have turned General Lee’s right flank, taken the battle, and possibly ended 

Civil War. But 400 men from Georgia held off 
8,000 troops in several Union charges across 
the bridge until they ran out of ammunition late 
in the day and were forced to fall back toward 
Sharpsburg at 3:00 p.m.  Just as Burnside’s Union troops moved towards 
Sharpsburg, Confederate General A.P. Hill and his army arrived after a 17-
mile forced march from Harper’s Ferry to stop the Union advance, and the 
day’s fighting was essentially over. The next day, the Confederate army 

crossed the Potomac and retreated into Virginia. Nine months later they would return to Sharpsburg on their 
way to Gettysburg.  
 
Guide Rosebrock summarized what we had seen, and our battlefield tour was over at 1:30 p.m. We cannot 
say enough about our Guide, who was the best tour guide ever. He was very well-
versed, left the group in suspense at each stop, and totally held their attention during 
the entire tour. After a quick pit stop at the Battlefield Center, the group was off to 
Shepherdstown and the Bavarian Inn for lunch where the setting was beautiful and 

the food and drink very good. After lunch George 
Darnell took us for a leisurely stroll through the 
town established in 1762, and then we headed 
home, arriving back at the clubhouse eight 
minutes ahead of schedule. 
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Calendar of Trips for 2021 

 

• Oct 7—Little Washington and Sperryville for 
wine, beer, spirits, shops, and dinner at 
Griffin Tavern in Flint Hill: $30 for 
transportation. Shopping, tastings, and 
dinner not included (minimum of 8; maximum 
of 14) by George 
 

• Oct 28—Western, MD, Frostburg Flyer 4.5 
Hour Train Ride: $100 for transportation & 
train ride (minimum of 8; maximum of 26) by 
George 
 

• Nov 12-13—Queen Esther & Miracle on 34th 
Street in Lancaster, PA, by motor coach: 2 
days/1 night/3 meals; $389 pp double/ $469 
single; filling fast. Contact 
https://www.shenandoahtours.com/ 
 

• Nov 26-29—A Country Christmas at 
Opryland Hotel, Nashville, TN, by motor 
coach: 4 days/3 nights/2 meals; $1089 pp 
double/$1429 single; Deposit $150 pp. 
Contact https://www.shenandoahtours.com/ 
 

• Nov 30-Dec 1—Candlelight Christmas at 
Biltmore Estate & Grove Park Inn by motor 
coach; 2 days/1 night/2 meals. $479 pp 
double/$549 single; deposit $100 pp. Con-
tact https://www.shenandoahtours.com/ 
 

• Dec 10-11—Pennsylvania’s Christmas 
Treasures (incl. Longwood Gardens) by 
motor coach; 2 days/1 night/2 meals. $329  
pp double/$389 single; deposit $100 pp. 
Contact https://www.shenandoahtours.com/ 
 

• Dec 13-18—Christmas in New Orleans by 
Train; 2 days on train r/t; 2 days & 3 nights 
in New Orleans; 1 meal. $1720 per couple; 
single pricing available. Upgrade to sleeper 
on train available. Call Amneris Delgado of 
Avoya Travel at 866-588-9088 for Lake 
Frederick Travel Club trip. (R/T shuttle to 
train station will be arranged by George.) 
 

• Apr 9-26, 2022—Panama Canal Cruise on 
Holland America; 18 days/17 nights; from 
$2799 per person plus R/T airfare TBA. 
Contact https://www.shenandoahtours.com/

 
 

For Shenandoah motor coach tours we need a minimum of 8 people for pick up in Lake Frederick. 
Otherwise, pick up is at Routes 522 & 50 in the Red Roof Inn parking lot. 

 

For one-day trips write a check to “Lake Frederick Travel Club” with the date of the trip and your contact 
information. Leave the check with the Lodge Concierge. You will receive a confirmation of check receipt 

and a confirmation of the trip by email. 
 

George Darnell, darnellgd50@verizon.net 

https://www.shenandoahtours.com/
https://www.shenandoahtours.com/
https://www.shenandoahtours.com/
https://www.shenandoahtours.com/
https://www.shenandoahtours.com/
mailto:darnellgd50@verizon.net
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Trip Ideas for 2022 

• Jan 20—Shenandoah Caverns – 
Woodstock – Route 11 Chips  

• Feb 14—Couples Wine and Cheese Party 
at Fox Meadow Winery  

• Mar 17—St. Patrick’s Pub Crawl 

• Mar 23—Battle of Kernstown with lunch 

• Apr 9-26—Panama Canal Cruise on Holland 
America; 18 days/ 17 nights; from $2799 per 
person plus R/T airfare TBA. Contact 
https://www.shenandoahtours.com/ 

• Apr 28—Apple Blossom Parade 

• May—Vint Hills Farm for Cold War 
Museum, Brewery, Winery, and Lunch 

• June—National Parks by Amtrak Train: 
Yellowstone; Yosemite; and Grand Canyon 

• July—Exploring the Northern Neck: Lee 
Family Estate, Tangier Island, Steamboat 
Museum, Wineries, Tides Inn for two nights 

 

 

 

 

• Aug—Niagara Falls by motorcoach or 
Amtrak  

• Aug—Gettysburg & Wine tours 

• Sep—WV Panhandle Tour with overnight at 
the Bavarian Inn, Shepherdstown  

• Sep 29—Oktoberfest Tour 

• Oct --Hudson River Fall Foliage Cruise  

• Oct 20-22—Fall Colors Pittsburgh Tour by 
Amtrak train 

• Nov –-Chesapeake Bay American 
Revolution Steamboat Cruise  

• Nov-Dec—A Country Christmas at Opryland 
Hotel, Nashville, TN, by motor coach  

• Nov- Dec—Candlelight Christmas at Biltmore 
Estate & Grove Park Inn by motor coach 

• Dec 5 or 9—Christmas at Union Station in 
DC by MARC train R/T from Charlestown 

• Dec—Christmas at the Greenbrier by 
Amtrak train  

 

For Shenandoah motor coach tours we need a minimum of 8 people for pick up in Lake Frederick. 
Otherwise, pick up is at Routes 522 & 50 in the Red Roof Inn parking lot. 

For one-day trips write a check to “Lake Frederick Travel Club” with the date of the trip and your contact 
information. Leave the check with the Lodge Concierge. You will receive a confirmation of check receipt 

and a confirmation of the trip by email. 
 

George Darnell, darnellgd50@verizon.net 
 

https://www.shenandoahtours.com/
mailto:darnellgd50@verizon.net

