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years to capturing the beauty ow
nature on film. A coincidental °
meeting with the owners'ofa ' .
Holland art gallery:has resulted in
Peng’s work being featured in the:
artist’s first solo exhibit.:. :
. The vro.ﬂom_.mwrmdﬁmm born.
into an artistic family on the .
island of Taiwan. -His father and
mother aré musicians,‘and his
sister, a painter. Peng’s father
earned his living as a farmer, but
in addition to music, the elder-
Peng also enjoyed taking pictures.
It was a hobby the younger Peng "
recognized as something that
would not only be enjoyable, but
something he could also afford to
do. :

“Although we were poor, my
father had three cameras. It was -
something T knew I could do
also,” Peng said.

With.no formal lessons, he }
began taking photos in the early
'80s. Peng concentrated his
efforts on documenting the ;
wonders of nature in his native . , . L ;
homeland. . il : - i .

About 10 years ago, vmsm left:
his island to come to Michigan to
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earn his Master of Science degree
in environmental earth science at
Western Michigan University.,
With camera.in-hand, he’s—. ...
continued his mission to unveil
nature’s dew-kissed secrets.
Using no high-tech lenses.or
filters, the photographer has often
positioned himself lying on the
ground to capture glistening dew
dripping from green blades of
grass; standing in the blistery
winter wind to document ice
flowing past the Holland
lighthouse; or kneeling for hours
patiently waiting for the sun to
reach just the right angle to
display the firey red features of a
blossoming flower.
' Considering himself an
amateur, Peng either kept or gave
away the colorful images as gifts
to family and friends. He'd never
considered the possibility of his
worlk being featured in a gallery.
But four years ago, fate stepped in
and provided Peng with an
opportunity he'd never dreamed
of

While jogging in downtown
Holland, he heard music coming

Stone Peng enjoys shooting an object from different angles in order to show its varied personality.

- & &Although we-were
poor, my father had
three cameras. It was

something I fnew I could
do also. DD
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from Centennial Park. Peng
adjusted his running course to
investigate what was going.on.
Jogging up to a strange couple, he
learned it was a cultural
celebration. After exchanging
introductions with Murray and
Kathy Leshner, Peng said he
continued on his way home.

Two years later, while shopping
at a local retail store, Peng said he
heard someone call his name.
Although he didn't recognize
them right away, it was the
Leshners, who are owners of
Cﬁﬁoéﬁ Om:m@ and Fr mnE.ﬁ 5.




